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If you are not a Member > 

of the Touring Club de France 

join to-day. By doing so, you will help France and, at 
the same time, yourself. (Intending Members should 
be introduced by two actual Members, or furnish 
references.) 

If you are already a Member ^ 

of the Touring Club de France 

Introduce new Members. It will only co^t you a 
little good will, and you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing that you have helped to augment the 
Association's beneficent influence. 

Subscriptions : 

The yearly subscription is : 

6 francs for new Members of French nationality. 

10 francs for new Members of other nationality, 
wherever their residence may be. 

New subscriptions paid from October 1 are 
valid for the following calendar year. 

Life subscriptions may be effected in one payment 
of 120 francs for persons of French nationality, or 
200 francs if of other nationality. 

TTie title of *' Membre-Fondateur " may be acquired 
by the payment of 300 francs. 

A minimum payment of 500 francs confers the 
title of ** Membre-Bienfaiteur." 
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On July 6th, 1919, the President of the French 
Bepublic confeiTcd the Croix da ■& i^gi»n d'Honnaur 

o» Mheims {fastening it personally on the City 
Arms), with the following •'olUitlon": — 

" Martyred 'city, destroyed by an infuriated 
enemy, powerless to hold it. 

"Sublime population- iiho, like the Mimuipal 
Authortties — models of devotion to duty and 
despising all danger ~ gave proof of magnificent 
courage, by rematntng more than three years under 
the consta?tt menace of the enemy s attacks, and 
y leaving thtir homes only uken ordeied to do so 

"Insjitred by the example of the heroic French 
maid of venerated memory, "whose statue stands 

I the heatt of the city, showed unshakeable Jaith 
tn the future of Ftance {Ltoix de Giietie) 
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RHEIMS 

POLITICAL HISTORY 

Rheims is one of the oldest towns in France, so old that legendary accounts, 
in an endeavour to outdo one another, carry back its foundation sometimes 
to 1440 B.C. after the Flood, sometimes to the siege of Troy. Lying at the 
intei;section of the natural routes between Belgium and Burgundy, and between 
the Parisian basin and Lorraine, i.e. between political districts that long 
G remained different in character, and regions having different commercial 
resources, it was at one and the same time the " oppidum " and market-tmvn. 
Its military and commercial position destined it early to be a great city. 

It probably takes its name from the tribe of the Remi, who occupied 
almost the whole territory now forming the " depariements " of the Marne 
and the Ardennes, and who were clients of the Suessiones (Soissons) before 
the Roman conquest. It was already a prosperous town; under the name of 
" Durocortorum'^ when Caesar conquered Gaul. It freed itself from the 
yoke of the Suessiones by accepting the Roman domination. When the 
Belgians revolted in 57 B.C., the Remi remained faithful to Caesar and received 
the title of '^ friends of the Roman people.'' Neither did they take any part 
in the general revolt of Gaul in 52 B.C. Under the Empire, Rheims was, 
with Treves, one of the great centres of Latin culture in " Oallia Belgica.'' 
On becoming a federated city, it retained its institutions and senate. A 
favourite residence of the Roman Governors, Rheims was embellished with 
sumptuous villas and magnificent monuments, and soon became one of the 
most prosperous towns in Gaul. At the beginning of the Germanic invasions 
Rheims drew in its borders and became a military town. Under Diocletian 
it was the capital of Belgica Secunda. 

According to tradition, Christianity was first preached in Rheims by 
St. Sixtus and St. Sinirus, the first bishops of the city. However that may be, 
Christianity was firmly established there as early as the 3rd century. A 
bishop of Rheims was present at the Council of Aries in 314. The conversion 
of several great Roman personages (amongst others, the Consul Jovinus — see 

V, p. 118) favoured the progress of the Christian religion. 

•*) In the 5th century, when Rome, otherwise occupied, was unable to hold 

back the barbarians, invasions interfered with the development of the city. 
The Frankish conquest marked the beginning of a new period of prosperity. 
In 486, after the victory of Soissons, Clovis entered into negotiations with 
St. Remi, who, at the age of 22, had been elected Bishop of Rheims in 459, 
and whose long episcopate of seventy four years is probably unique in history. 
On Christmas Day, a.d. 496, St. Remi, who had arranged the marriage of Clovis 
with the Christian princess ClotiWe, baptized the Frankish king with his 
own hands in the Cathedral. This important event took place undoubtedly 
at Rheims and not at Tours, as a learned German, Krusch, has attempted 
^ to prove. 

^ Under the Merovingians and Carolingians, the history of Rheims became 

merged in that of the French monarchy. The possession of the city was 
disputed as fiercely as that of the throne. The city was mixed up in quarrels 
from which it suffered, without, however, losing its religious prestige. Pepin- 
le-Bref and Pope Stephen III., Charlemagne and Pope Leo 111. had famous 
interviews there. When the Carolingians restored the religious hierarchy 
Rheims became one of the twenty-two chief cities of the Empire. From the 
time of Charlemagne, the Archbishop of Rheims ruled over twelve bishoprics, 
comprising the cities of the ancient Roman province of Belgica Secunda. 



From the 9th to the 11th century the history of Rheims is that of its 
church. The Counts of Vermandois, the Lords of Coucy and the archbishops 
first disputed, then divided its temporal possession, the latter falling eventu- 
ally to the archbishops in the 11th century. After becoming Counts, with 
the right to coin money, and, from 940, powerful temporal princes, the 
archbishops played a great political part in the struggles between the 
Carolingian princes. Under Charles -le-Chauve, Archbishop Hincmar became 
the protector of the enfeebled monarchy. In 858 he prevented Louis-le- 
Germanique from deposing his nephew and becoming King of France. In 
987, Archbishop Adalberon, at the Meeting of Senlis, drove the legitimate 
heir, Charles de Lorraine^ from the throne, and favoured the election of 
Hughes Capet. Although, under the Capetians, Paris became the political 
capital of France, Rheims became the religious metropolis of the kingdom. 
From the time when Louis-le-Pieux had himself consecrated emperor in the 
Cathedral, by Pope Stephen IV., it was understood that every new king 
must be consecrated by the successor of St. Remi. 



The Consecration of the King^ of Franco 

In the 12th century. Popes and Kings formally acknowledged the right 
of the Archbishop of Rheims to consecrate and crown the kings of France. 
As a matter of fact, until the Revolution, all the kings, except Louis IV. 
and Henri IV., were consecrated at Rheims. 

The ceremony of consecration filled the Cathedral with a great crowd of 
people. Apart from the peers, numerous prelates, dignitaries of the Kingdom, 
the Court, the Chapter of the Cathedral and the populace crowded in. Staging 
was erected for the public in the transept ends and along the choir. Before 
the consecration took place, the archbishop, at the head of a procession, 
went to receive the Sacred Ampulla at the threshold of the Cathedral, brought 
on horseback by the Abbot of St. Remi. Returning to the altar, the prelate 
received the King's oath and then consecrated him, anointing him with the 
holy oil on his head and breast, between and on his shoulders, on the joints 
of his arms and in the palms of his hands, each motion being accompanied 
with a special prayer. Then the Peers handed the insignia of royalty to the 
archbishop, who, surrounded by all the Peers, placed the crown of Charlemagne 
on the head of the King, v)hile the people shouted " Long live the King,^^ 

The King was then led to a throne prepared for him at the entrance to 
the Choir, arid mass was celebrated with great pomp. The King and Queen 
communicated in both kinds, and the royal party then went in procession 
to the archbishop's palace, where the Feast of Consecration was held. 

In 1162, the Archbishopric of Rheims, until then a county, became a 
Duchy and the highest peerage in France, which explains why it was given 
to great personages, such as Henri-de-France and Guillaume-de-Champagne, 
brother and brother-in-law of Louis VII. 

In the 1 2th century the' archbishops, freed from the feudal rivalries, 
were confronted by a new power, the bourgeoisie or middle classes, born of 
the progress of industry and commerce, and whose importance was demon- 
strated by the great Champagne Fairs held sometimes at Rheims and some- 
times at Troyes. The first Company of Burgesses, founded in 1138, soon 
became a " Commune,'' In 1147, the suburb of St. Remi, which the arch- 
bishop refused to allow to become attached to the " Commune,'' rose in revolt 
and was only appeased by the intervention of St. Bernard and Suger. 

In 1160, Archbishop Henri-de-France, with the help of the Count of 
Flanders, who was occupying Rheims with a thousand horsemen, suppressed 
the ''Commune," whose independence was alarming him. In 1182 a royal 
charter, granting to the inhabitants the right to elect for a year twelve 



"eiAevina " (aldermen), re-established the Commune in fact, if not in name, 
but the struggle between the OoTamune and the archbishop still went on- 
In 1211, Philippe-Auguste compelled the aldermen to hand over the keys of 
the city gates to the archbishop. 

In 1228, Archbishop Henri-de-Braine, not feeling himself safe in the city, 
built the fortified castle of Mara-Gate (or old castle of the archbishops) 
outside the walla, but looking towards the city Ipkoto, p. ^). During the 
.serious riots of 1233, the burgesses besieged the archbishop's castle, for which 



atit th^ were exoommunieated by Pope Gregory IX., and rebuked by 
St Louis. In 1257, St. Louis intervened once more, to put an end to the 
fighting between the free Companies of the Burghers uid the aoldiers of 
the ardibisbop. 

In the 14tu century the two adveraariea frequently came to blows, until 
tiie king, in 13S2, put an end to their quarrels by taking into bis own 
hands the care and nliUtary government of Rheims. 

In spite of these local struggles the city developed in the course of the 
Middle Ages. With Chartres it had a weli-attended episcopal school, long 
before Paris. Among the masters of this school were Qemerl, one of the 
moat learned men of the Middle Ages, who became Pope under the name of 
Sylvester II.. and St. Bruno, founder of the Carthusian Order. Among the 
pupils were Fulbert (afterwards Bishop of Chartres}, the historian Richer, 
Ouillaume de Champeavx, and Abelard (adversary of St. Bernard). 

During the Hundred Years' War {see military section) the Town Council 
of BheimB, which the Treaty of Troyee in 1420 had placed under the domina- 
tion of the English, declared in favour of Charles VIL, in spite of the Duke of 
Burgundy, who was residing at Laon, and notwithstanding the intrigues 
of the Bishop of Beauvais, Pierre Cauobon, who, profiting by the absence 
of the archbishop, went so far es to have a Corpus Christi procession in the 
city, to call down the blesang of Heaven upon the English. On July 17th, 
1429, Joan-of-Arc handed over the keys of the dty to the king, and waa 
present at the consecration, standing near the altar with her standard which, 
after having been through much tribulation, was accounted worthy of & 
place of honour," Since the return of Charles VII. to Rheims, the city had 
never ceased to be French. After the departure of the king and Joan- of- 
Arc, a friend of Pierre Cauchon plotted to deliver the town into the hands 
of the Duke of Burgundy, to whom the English promised it, provided he could 
take it. The plot waa discovered and failed. 

Under Louis X[. a serious revolt, known as the Micquemaque, broke out 
in the town- Louis, well received at the time*of his consecration, had promised 
the people of Rheims (or so they believed) the aboUtion of the tax known as 
the tailts." Wheal, therefore, m the following year, the collectors demanded 
payment, the people rose ia revolt and drove them out. 



As usual, the king had recourse to treachery. Disguised as peasants, his 
soldiers entered the city unperceived. Once inside, they arrested those who 
were most deeply compromised, and carried out violent reprisals. Houses 
were plundered, many of the inhabitants banished, and nine put to death. 

During the War oi Religion, Rheims sided with the Catholics. 

Under the influence of the Guises, five of whom were archbishops of Bheims 
(notably Cardinal Charles de Lorraine, the protector of Rabelais and Ronsard, 
and founder of the University of Bheims in 1647), the town espoused the cause 
of the League and opened ite gates to the Due de Mayenne in 1585. It sub- 
mitted to Henri IV- only after the battle of Ivry, when the Castle of Mars 
Qale (stronghold of the archbishops) was rased to the ground. Henceforth 
the archbishops played no pohtical part, and Richelieu put an end to strife 
by turning the Guises out of the archi- episcopal see. 

In the 17th and 18th centuries the town hved in peace, with alternations 
of misery and suffering (caused by plague or famine) and commercial and 
industrial prosperity. It was at Rheims that the first French newspaper, 
the " Qazette de France," printed by Godard in 1694, appeared. 

During the Revolution, Rheims received the new ideas with enthusiasm. 
It furnished a great number of volunteers to withstand the invasion, and mi 
August 14th, 1792, the Legislative Assembly proclaimed that the city " had 
deserved teeli of the county." 

Under the Restoration its industry developed. In August, 1830, the 
people, who were favourably to the Revolution of July, oyertumed the cross 
of the " Calvaire de la Misskm," erected in 1821 by the ultra-Catholic party, 
and in its place set up a funeral urn with the inscription, " To the brave men 
who died for liberty on the 27th, 28th and 29th days of July, 1830." The 
population accepted the monarchy of July, but without enthusiasm. 

The Second Empire witnessed a remarkable development of business 
activity which, after the momentary stoppi^ caused by the War of 1870 
■ and the Prussian occupation (see Tailitary section), made of Rheims, at the end 
of the 19th century, one of the great commercial and industrial cities of 
France. The population increased from about 30,000 (in 1792) to 59,000 (in 
1865) and to more than 115.000 in 1912. 



' No loiim is dearer to me than Skeima, 
The Honour and Glory of oiir France." 
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MILITARY NiSrORV 



If the military and commercial situation of Rheims destined it, from early 
times, to be a great city, it also exposed it to the greed of ambitious foreigners, 
and opened the road to invasion. 

During the Hundred Years' War the city was fiercely disputed. On 
December 4th, 1359, Edward III. of England besieged it. On January 11th, 
1360, a sortie of the troops and burghers, under Remi Grammaire, compelled 
him to raise the siege, in recognition of which feat of aims Charles V. per- 
mitted the ^' fleur-de-lys " (emblem of the Royal House of France) to be 
emblazoned on the City's coat of arms. Since then the Shield of Rheims 
has been : In chief France ancient, in base argent Two, laurel branches in 
Saltire vert. In 1420 the English were more successful and entered Rheims, 
whose gates were opened to them by Philippe-le-Bon, Duke of Burgundy. 
Nine years later (July 16th, 1429) the Dauphin of France and Joan- of- Arc 
entered the town, then finally delivered, by the Dieu-Lumiere Gate (formerly 
the Gate of St. Nicaise). 

During the invasion of 1814, Marshal Marmont's troops retook Rheims 
on March 13th, after shai*p street fighting, and Napoleon entered the city 
the same night. 

In 1870, after the investment of Metz, Rheims witnessed the departure 
of the army formed by MacMahon at Chalons-sur-Mame, for the relief of 
Marshal Bazaine. A few days later (September 4th) the Prussian troops 
entered the city at 3 o'clock in the afternoon by three different gates. On 
the 6th, the King of Prussia, accompanied by Bismarck and Von Moltke, 
made an imposing entry, and resided for some time at the archi-episcopal 
palace, in the apartments reserved for the Kings of France at the time of their 
consecration. Rheims was held to ransom, and a number of citizens shot 
for protesting against the German yoke, chief among whom was the Abbe 
Miroy, Cure of Cuchery, whose tomb (the work of the sculptor Saint Marceaux) 
is in the northern cemetery. Others were carried away prisoners to Germany. 
The Prussian troops evacuated the town on November 20th, 1872. 



The Invasion of 1914 

{See map, p, 11.) 

Forty-four years later to a day (September 4, 1914), German advance 
troops again entered Rheims, as General Joffre's plans had not provided for 
defending the city. However, the Army detachments placed under the com- 
mand of General Foch on x^ugust 29, and wedged in between the 4th and 
5th Armies, stayed the German advance for a few days. On August 30 the 
42nd Division from the East, detrained at Rheims and took up positions at 
Sault-Saint-Remy and Saint-Loup- en-Champagne on August 31, to the left 
of the 9th and 11th (>orps. 

On September 1, General Foch resisted on the river Retourne but, in the 
evening, withdrew to the river Suippe, in confoimity with the general orders. 
On the 2nd the town was still protected by the 10th Corps (elements of which 
occupied the Fort of St. Thierry), by the 42nd Division near Brimont and to 
the north of the Aviation ground," and by the 9th and 11th Corps to the 
east. On the 3rd, the French retreat towards the Marne became more rapid, 
and Rheims was abandoned. On September 5, Prince August Wilhelm 
of Prussia entered the town and took up his quarters at the Grand Hotel. 
The Germans at once requisitioned 50 tons of meat, 20 tons of vegetables, 
100 tons of bread, 50 tons of oats, 15,000 gallons of petrol, besides straw 
and hay, and insisted on the immediate payment of a million francs as a 
guarantee that their requirements would be met. 



Oermaniroopi in front Iff the CalhednU. The leafolding of the latter mil let an firt on Sept, 19. 

This sum was paid in the course of the afternoon, under threats by the 
enemy. From the 6th onwards the German soldiers gave themselves up to 
plundering. The tobacco warehouse at 21 Rue Payea was ransacked, 
and more than 700,000 fnuics worth of cigars and tobacco atolrai. On 
the following days pillaging, especially of the food-ahops, continued. On 
the 9th, the Kommandantur requisitioned civilians to bury the dead in the 
Rethel, Epemay and Montmirail districts. On the 11th, the Crown Prince 
arrived and took up his quarters at the Grand Hotel, where he was joined by 
Prince Henry of Prussia, brother of the Kaiser. On the morning of the 12th, 
the Germans, alarmed at the approach of the victorious French troops from 
the Mame, arrested the Mayor (Dr. Langlet), Mgr. Neveux, coadjutor of 
Eheiras, and the Abbe Camus. They then drew up a list of a hundred hos- 
tages and threatened to hang them at the first attempt at disorder. They 
also threatened to bum the city, wholly or partially, and to hang the inhabi- 
tants, if any of them molested the German soldiers. All that day the Germans, 
instead of organising defences, left the town in haste, after lirst pillaging it. 
In the afternoon the Crown Prince left the Grand Hfltel with his suite. At 
5 p.m., after setting fire to the forage stores, the Kommandantur left Bheims 
by the Rethel road in drenching rain, followed by the hundred hostages, 
who were only released at the level -crossing at Witry-les-Rhcims. When 
the latter returned to Rheims, a patrol of French mounted Chasseurs had 
already entered the town by the suburb of St. Anne. The next morning, 
at about 6 o'clock, the French troops, with the 6th mounted Chasseurs at 
their head, entered Rheims by the Rue de Vesle. At 1 p.m. General Franchet 
d'Bsperey, commanding the French 5th Army, enteral the city, 

ThB Battle* f«r Rhalma, 10l4-ieiS 

Although evacuated by the Germans, Rheima had yet to remain for 
nearly four years under enemy fire. With equal obstinacy the adversaries 
disputed the town, the Frenon seeking to disengage it and the Germans 
to recapture it. 
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On September 12, on the approach of the victorious French Army from 
the Mame, the Germans entrenched themselves to the south-west of the town, 
and established a line of resistance passing through Thillois, Ormes, Bezannes 
and Villers-aux-Noeuds. 

In spite of the very unfavourable weather, the 3rd Corps (Gen. 
Hache) vigorously engaged the enemy at Thillois, and forced them to 
abandon the position in the evening. The 1st Corps (Gen. Deligny), 
on the right, had orders to push foi^ward advance-guards into Rheims, 
but as a matter of fact they reached the suburb of Vesle. The 10th 
Corps (Gen. Deiforges) attacked at Puisieulx and forced the enemy across 
the Vesle. 

On the 13th, the left of the 3rd Corps arrived in front of Courcy and Brimont, 
where the Germans were strongly entrenched. A desperate battle took 
place, with the result that Courcy was taken before noon. Loivre likewise 
fell into the hands of the French, but the passage of the Aisne Canal was 
fiercely disputed. The attack on Brimont failed, in spite of the great valoui* 
of the troops, who sustained heavy losses. Meanwhile, the 1st Corps crossed 
Kheims, with orders to debouch at Betheny. Just outside the town 
they were met with violent artillery fire, which, however, did not com- 
pletely check their advance. La Neuvillette, Pierquin Farm and Betheny 
were occupied, and the 1st Corps linked up on its left with the 3rd Corps, 
on the outskirts of Soulain Woods. The advance continued during the 
night, and Modelin Farm was reached by advance-guards. General 
Deligny took up bis headquarters in the suburb of Vesle. The 10th 
Corps crossed the Vesle, engaged the enemy at St. Leonard and reached 
the railwav. 

On the l4th, the fighting greatly increased in violence. The 3rd 
Corps, in spite of repeated efforts, was unable to advance ; on the left it 
failed to drive the enemy from the St. Marie Farm, while on the right 
it was held up before Brimont. The 1st Corps was likewise checked ; the 
Ist Division (Gen. Gallet) attempted unsuccessfully to. support General 
Hache in his attack on Brimont. The 10th Corps, although strongly 
engaged towards the Fort of La Pompelle, made but little progress. 
Farther away, on the right, the battle extended along the front of the 
9th Army. 

On the 15th, at 5.30 a.m., the 5th Army resumed a general offensive. 
Fierce fighting took place at St. Marie Farm, to the left of the 3rd Corps, 
and also further north, near Hill 100. Despite heavy sacrifices, however, 
the enemy held their positions ; but, on the right, the 36th Infantry Regiment 
captured the Chateau of Brimont at day-break. General Deligny, less 
fortunate, was driven out of Soulains Woods, but stood firm at the Champ- 
de- Courses and Betheny. The 10th Corps continued to advance slowly, 
and at certain points reached the high-road to Suippes. 

On the 16th, the 3rd Corps attacked Brimont again, but failed. At the 
chateau the situation became more and more critical, by reason of the 
retreat of the Ist Corps on the previous day. This Corps had again to face 
a powerful enemy counter-offensive, which, however, failed to drive it from 
the Modelin Farm and the '* Cavaliers de Courcy." 

On the 17th, the Germ-aris counter-atteicked all along the line. In the 
afternoon the 3rd Corps, which stood firm at Godat Farm and Loivre, was 
elsewhere compelled to cross to the west bank of the canal and fall back on 
Courcy. 

After V heroic defence the isolated garrison of Brimont Castle, weakened 
by heavy losses, surrendered during the night, after having spent all its 
ammunition. The 1st Corps, the greater part of which had left for the 



region of Berry-au-Bnc, held it,s positions with its last available unite. The 
10th Corps extended its front westwards to Betheny, while one of its regiments, 
the 2nd Infantry, occupied La Pompelle Fort. 

On the )8th, the enemy increased their efforts against the front held by 
the 3rd Carps and the reserve units further west. Loivre, which had so 
far reaiated, fell. The French withdrew to the west of the road to Laon. 
The situation was considered critical at this point of the front. The ICHh 
Corps, which had been withdrawn from the ea«t of Rheims, in fav'>ur of 
another sector, was stopped on the way and sent for a few days in support 
of the 3rd Corps. 

On the 19th, one of its brigades counter -attacked Courey Mill. On the 
other side, the Moroccan Division (Gen. Humbert), which had relieved the 
lOth Corps, continued to hold La Pompelle Fort. 

Gradually the front became fixed. Desperate, indecisive fighting still 
took place, but finally the front stabilised on the line extending from the 
foot of the Berru and Nogent-l'Abbesse Hills, along the road from Rheims 
to Suippes, on the east, and along the western bank of the Aisne Canal on the 
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The French OfRonsive of April, 1917 



The French offensive, planned by the then Commander-in-Chief, General 
Nivelle, and launched in April, between Soissons and Auberive, aimed at 
piercing the German front and disengaging Rheims. 

North-west of Rheims was the 5th Army (Gen. Mazel), of which the 
38th Corps (Gen. de Mondesir) held the immediate approaches to the town, 
followed by the 7th Corps (Gen. de Bazelaire), 32nd Corps (Gen. Passaga) 
astride the Aisne, and, extending beyond Craonne, the 5th Corps (Gen. de 
Boissoudy) and the 1st Corps (Gen. Muteau). 

East of Rheims the 4th Army (Gen. Anthoine) was engaged only during 
the second stage of the battle. 

At 6 a.m. on the 16th, in drenching rain, the 6th Army attacked all 
along the front, in conjunction on the left with the 6th Army (Gen. Mangin),. 
which undertook to storm the Chenlin-des-Dames. The enemy was expecting 
the attack, and had concentrated very large forces and powerful artillery. 
Despite their bravery, the French were unable to break through. 

In the Rheims sector, the 32nd Corps advanced three kilometers to the 
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north of the Aisne. The 7th Corps crossed the canal at Loivre and captured 
Bermericourt in the morning, but was forced to give up part of the conquered 
ground in the afternoon, in consequence of a powerful German counter- 
attack. In front of Brimont a brigade of the 38th Corps failed to pierce the 
enemy's positions. • 

On the 17th, while the army of General Mazel resisted a violent enemy 
counter-atack. General Anthoine attacked from the east of Rheims to Auberive 
with the 8th Corps (Gen. Hely d'Oissel), 17th Corps (Gen. J. B. Dumas), 
12th Corps (Gen. Nourrisson). At 4.45 a.m., despite violent squalls of rain 
and snow, the French infantry rushed forward and carried the first German 
lines along a front of eleven kilometers. The 34th Division (Gen. de Lobit) 
carried the Mont Cornillet and Mont Blond hills, which the enemy attempted 
in vain to recapture. 

Oa April 18 and 19, and May 4 and 5, the fighting was spasmodic and 
finally ceased. On the whole, the French offensive failed, and Rheims 
continued to remain under enemy gun-fire. 

On the morning of May 27, 1918, the Germans commenced a powerful 
offensive between Vauxaillon (on the Chemin-des-Dames) and the Fort of 
Brimont, At the beginning of the attack, the French line passed through 
Betheny and along the Aisne-Marne Canal. In the evening, after the loss 



of the Chemin-des- Dames and the Aisne Canal. RheimB was no longer pro- 
tected on the north-west, except by the St. Thierry Heights, which were soon , 
turned. The Germans crossed the Vesle at aeveral points, prindpally at 
Bazochea and Fiames. and advanced as far as Muizon. 

On May 29, the French line passed through La Neuvillette, Chalons- 
Bur-Vesle, Muizon and Rosnay. On the 30th, it extended from Perquin 
Farm to Mery-Premecy, via Champigny. On the 31st, Tinqueux and Vrigny 

Further to the south the Germans advanced along the valley of the Ardre 
towards the Chateau -Thierry — Epemay — Ch&lone railway, threatening 
Epernay (see the Michelin Guide: " Tke Second Battle of the J^ame "). 

However, Bheims stiQ held out. On June I, the Germans attacked 
simultaneously, without success, to the south-east of the towp {between 
Pommery Park and La Pompelle Fort), and on the west and south-west 
(between La Haubette and Ormes), while the French recaptured Vrigny. 
On three seperate occasions — in the evening of the Ist, and on June 9 and 
18, the enemy's powerful and costly efforts to recapture this important 
position broke down. On the 18th, they delivered a fresh general attack 
from Vrigny to La Pompelle, gaining a footing in the Northern Cemetery of 
Rheims and in the north-eastern outskirts of Sillery, but everywhere else 
they were repulsed. On the 23rd and 29th, they rushrf Bligny Hill, held by 
the Italians, only to lose it again shortly afterwards. Once again, Rheims 
had eluded the enemy's grasp. 

July IB to AuKuat 9, 1918 

At dawn, on July 15, the Germans began a new offensive from Chateau- 
Thierry to La Main de Massiges. It was Ludendorf's much vaunted " Friedon- 
sturm " (peace- battle), and was expected by him to prove irresistible and 
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decisive. Its purpose was to complete the encirclement of Rheims, 
carry the hills surrounding the town, crush the French 4th Army, 
and reach Chalons-sur-Marne {see the Michelin Guide : " Champdgne and 
Argonne "). However, this time, there was no surprise, and the Allies held 
out victoriously. 

To the west, between Dormans and Rheims, Franco -Italian forces held 
their ground on the Chatillon-sur-Marne — Cuchery — Marfaux — Bouilly line. 
To the east, from La Pompelle to the Argonne, the army of General Gouraud, 
after voluntarily abandoning its first line previous to the enemy's attack, 
checked and decimated the armies of Von Einem and Von Mudra, on its 
second or battle-line. On July 16, 17 and 18, the enemy, now exhausted 
and incapable of resuming their general attack, attempted local attempts 
only, especially near Beaumont- sur-Vesle, to the north of Prosnes, and in the 
region of Trigny and Pourcy, to the west, all of which were repulsed. Once 
more Rheims escaped, and was destined from now on, to be gradually freed 
from the enemy's grasp. The French counter-offensive began on July 18, 
on the Aisne (see the Michelin Guide: " The Second Battle of the Mame "), 
extending shortly afterwards to the west of Rheims. On the 22nd, the army 
of General Berthelot captured St. Euphraise and Bouilly, and on the 23rd 
reached a point between Vrigny and the Ardre. A number of German 
counter-attacks on July 24, 25 and 30 and August 1 failed to check 
its advance. On August 2, Gueux and Thillois were recaptured. On 
the 4th, the Vesle was reached to the east of Fismes, and the latter occupied, 
while a small force crossed to the north bank of the river. On the 7th, after 
fierce fighting, in which the French and Americans advanced foot by foot, 
the Vesle was crossed to the east of Bazoches and Braine. On the 9th, 
Fismette was taken. 



September 26 to November 11, 1918 

The disengaging of Rheims, which had begun slowly, was now rapidly 
accomplished. Two French ofl:ensives completely effected it in a few days — 
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that of September 26 (see Ihe Mickelin Guide: '' CJiampagne and Argonne^^), 
under General Go\iraud, and that of September 30, first by General Berthelot 
and then by General Guillaumat. The first of these offensives, to the east, 
brought about the fall of the Moronvilliers Heights, after outflanking them ; 
the second, to the west, captured the Saint-Thierry Heights, the French troops 
crossing the Aisne-Marne Canal from Le Godat to La Neuvillette. This double 
manoeuvre forced the Germans, whose communications were threatened, to 
beat a hasty retreat on October 5 along a twenty-seven mile front. An 
important part of the old German front of 1914, and one of the most fiercely 
disputed, collapsed suddenly. The formidable forts of Brimont and Nogent- 
I'Abbesse, which had held Rheims under their guns for four years, fell. 
This time the deliverance of Rheims was complete and final. 
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THE DISENGAGING OF RHEIMS 



The dotted lines show the Allied advance at the date indicated in the middle of each zone 
conquered. The line of departure is that of July 18 (18/7). On the evening of Oct. 6 (6/10)— 
the upper thick dotted line— the town was completely disengaged. The Allied advance haa 
the appearance of a fan spreading out west of Rheims until Oct. 5 (6/10), when the Germaiis 
were forced to make a deep retreat. 



Tii« DaMtruetion of Rhaima 

Being unable to capture Rheims, the Germana reduced it to ruins 
by bombardment. For four years (September 4, 1914, tp October 5, 
1918) they rained explosive and incendiary shells on it, almost without 
intermission. 

On September 3, 1914, at about 11 a.m., a German aeroplane dropped 
bombs on the town. A tew of the inhabitants left, as the enemy approached, 
but themajority remained. A lady -teacher, sixty years ot age, Mile. Fouriaui 
(afterwards decorated with the Legion d'Honneur), who had charge of Hospital 
No. 101 (formerly a high-school for girls), transferred the wounded to Epemay 
and then returned on foot to Eheims. 

On September 4, at 9.30 a.m., when the enemy advance-guards were 
already in the town, and a German officer was making requisitions at the 
Town Hall, the bombardment began ^ain. From 9.30 to 10.15 a.m., 176 
large shells fell into the town, three of which tore open the great gallery of 
modem paintings in the Museum. Forty-nine civilians were killed and 130 
wounded, several of them mortally. 

The Germans, hard pressed by the French, evacuated Rheims on September 
12. Two days later, at S a.m., they bombarded the town. Their fire was 
especially directed against the headquarters of General Franchet d'Esperey, 
near the Town Hall. On the following days, firing was resumed at the same 
hour. On the 17th, the first fires broke out. Many civilians were killed or 
wounded. The vicinity of the Cathedral, which was believed to be specially 
aimed at, was among the places that suffered most. To protect the Cathedral, 
which the Germans had fitted up on the 1 2th for the reception of their wounded, 
some seventy to eighty German wounded were accommodated on straw in 
the nave. The Red Cross flag was displayed on each tower, and notice given 
to the enemy. 



On the 18th, the bombardment began again at 8.15 a.m. In addition 
to the Sub- Prefecture, which was ahnost entirely destroyed, as were also 
many important factories, the Cathedral, in spite of the Red Cfobh flag, 
was Btrucit by 8-in. shells, which damaged the outside sculptures of the 
lower windows of the main transept, Bmashing the 13th and 14th century 
stained-glass. Splinters of stone killed a French gendarme and two wounded 
Germans in the lower part of the south nave. 

On the ISth, the bombardment was intensified. The Town Hall, Museum, 
hospitals (including that of the Girls' High School), the south side of the 
Cathedral and the Archbishop's Palace were all hit. Towards noon, incendiary 
shells were rained on the centre of the town. 

At about 4 p.m., a shell fired the wooden scafiolding round the north-weet 
tower which lutd been under repair since 1913. The fire spread quickly 
to the roof, the molten lead from which set lire to the straw in the nave. 
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In Spite of a rescue party, who risked their lives in getting out the wounded, 
a dozen of the German wounded perished in the flames. The conflagration 
spread to the Archbishop's Palace, from which it was impossible to remove 
die tapestries or the prehistoric Roman and Gothic collections. The Pro- 
testant Church, the Offices of the Controller of silk and woollen clothe, and 
the Colbert barracks along the eastern boulevards were burnt. Everywhere 
new centres caught fire, and nearly thirty-five acres of buildings were 
destroyed- On the 20th, the bombardment continued with equal violence, 
then after a respite of two days began again. Of the Pla«e Royale and the 
Rue Colbert nothing remained but a heap of ruins. 



On November 1 the number of civilians killed by shell fire had increased 
to 382. 

From September 14, 1914, to the beginning of June, 1915, the town never 
remained more than four days without being shelled. Up to the end of 
November, 1914, the shells rarely went beyond the Cathedral and the theatre, 
falling mostly in the suburbs of C^res and Laon. On November 22, the 
suburb of Paris was struck, and from that time onwards there waa no security 
for the inhabitants in any quarter of the city. 

As it would take too long to recount all the bombardments, only the most 
terrible ones are here mentioned. On November 26, 1914, the German 
guns fired all day, one shell alone killing twenty-three patients in the 
Hospital for Incurables. On the night of February 21 and on February 22, 
1916, more than 1,500 sheila fell in the town, killing twenty civilians, setting 
on fire a score of houses and piercing the vaulting of the Cathedral. 
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On March 8, terrifying firea broke out again. On April 29 and July 20 
more than 500 shells, many ot them incendiary, were counted. In April, 1916, 
more than 1,200 projectiles struck the dirterent quarters ot the town in one 
day. On August 13, whilst the town was being bombarded, seven German 
aeroplanes dropped incendiary bombs, which burnt the Hotel Dieu Hospital. 
On October 25, the Germans fired more than 600 shells into Rheims and 
more than 1,000 on the 27th. 

On April 1, 1917, more than 2,SO0 shells fell in the town, and on the 4th, 
2,121. According to the Official Communique, on the night of the 5th and 
on Good Friday, the number«of shells was 7,500. Easter-Day was likewise 
terrible. On April 15, 19 and 24 the town received large numbers of 
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S-in., 12-iii. and 16-in, ahelk. On May 3 the Town Hall and 108 houses were 
burnt. On the 4th the fires spread to fifteen neighbouring streets. 

From April 8 to the 15th the enemy rainwl inccaidiary ahella on the 
town without respite, and (ompleted their work of destruction, in the course 
of the afternoon of the 2lBt, by burning the centre of the town. Hardly any- 
body was left in the latter, escept the firemen, who, despite their prodigious 
activity and valour, were unable to cope witli the flames. 

Whole streete, often the finest, were burnt down, more than 700 houses 
being destroyed. 

When, on October 5, the Germans retreated, the havoc caused by this 
continual bombardment was incalculable. Of the town's 14,000 houses,, 
only about sixty were immediately habitable when the i>eop!e came back. 

In addition to the material losses, there were, unfortunately, numerous 
irreparable artistic and archaeological losses. 

Utm In ■ombardad Rhelm* 

Although there were short respites, it may be said that for four yeare 
Bheims led the life of a, besieged town, under the fire of the German guns and 
howitzers. The enemy increased the calibre of their shells and varied their 
modes c£ bomlmrdment, sometimes firing for a few hours, sometimes all day 
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long at the rate of one shell every tJiree 
minuleB, or again at night. Sometimes 3-in. 
sheila would be used, at others "Jack John- 
sons "of 8-in., 12-in. and 15-in. calibre; Bome- 
timea all four at the same time. Both 
explosive and incendiary shells were used, 
■while aeroplane bombs, darts and asphysi- 
ating gaa were resorted to occasionally. 
PubBc holidays were the occasion of the 
fiercest bombardments, in the hope of 
increasing the number of victims. For 
instance, the shelling was particularly mur- 
derous on AH Saints' Day of 1914, when 
the eastern and southern cemeteries (gener- 
ally crowded on this day) were especially 
aimed at. Easter Monday of 1916 and Good 
Friday of 1917 were similarly favoured. 

After each check— at Verdun, in Cham- 
pagne, on the Somme or wherever it might 
be— the Germans revenged themselves on 
Rheims. In this way the Cathedral was 
fired by incendiary shells after the defeat on 
the Mame in 1914. The awful fires of 
February 22 and March 8, 1915, were 
rHB Fiasi AND SECosD sTOHiBa the German reply to their set-backs in 
OP A HOUSE IS THE BUK Champagne and Argonne. The Hotel Dieu 
)-ABJou, AFTEs THE BURSTisQ hospital was bumt down in August, J916, 
OF AN H-iN. SHELL jjjg ^y ^jj^j. j|jg Franoo-BrltiBh attack on 

the Komme. The Town Hall was reduced 
to ashes on May 3, 1917, after the 
French offensive on the Champagne 
iiills. For the same reason the bom- 
bardments reached their maximum 
of intensity in April and May, 1918, 
i.e. after the enemy had lost all hope 
of crushing the Allies and taking 
Paris. 

At the beguming of the si^e the 
population took refuge in the south- 
western districts, which were not as 
yet bombarded, but on and after 
November 22, 1914, when the 
German shells reached the suburb of 
Paris, a large number of the inhabi- 
tants left the town. 

In February, 1915, the esodus 
began again, but at the end of May 
in that year there were stiU some 
28,000 people in the town. In 
February, 1917, after twenty-eight 
months of bombardment, there 
remained 17,100 people, or 100,000 
fewer than in 1914. At the begin- 
ning of April in that year, the mayor 
THE EFFECT OF AH 8-iN. SHELL IN THE Mid later the sub-prctcct, requested 
PREMISES OF " Li HDTusLiTE," IN all those who Were not prevented 
THE BUE DES ELUs (sEPT. 8, 1915) 1^ their duties to leave the town. 



Fhia invitation not having the desired effect, the military authorities, in 
view of the increased intensity o( the bombardment and the imminenoe 
of the French offensive, announced that they could not guarantee food 
supplies for the town, and decided that the civil population must leave not 
later than April 10. The evacuation was effected by carta and motor- 
vehiciee to Epernay, where trains awaited the people. 

A part of the inhabitants returned to Kheima after the French offen- 
sive of April May, but for a few months only, as, in February, 1918, the 
coming German offensive compelled the civil population again to leave the 

During the thirty-one months, during which a considerable portion of the 
population persisted in staying in Rheiraa (September, 1914, to April, 1917), 
life and work went on in the bombarded city, the people adapting themselves 
courteously to their precarious existence and to the danger. They were 
supplied with helmet and gas masks, like the soldiers. Hhell and bomb-proof 
shelters were organised, and the cellars, with which the city abounds, b^ame 
the people's ortlmary dwellings. The Town Council, with the exception of a few 
members who left on the approach of the enemy, remained at the Town Hall 
until it was destroyed, then installed themselves in a cellar, under the constant 
chairmanship of the Mayor, Dr. Langlet. The services rendered by the 
latter during these tr3nng times were such that the French Premier decorated 
him personally in November, 1914, with the Croix de la Ligion d'HomteuT. 
The Genera! Post Office had to change its quarters several timee ; but 
until the complete evacnation of the town the postmen went their rounds 
regularly. 

The Courts of Justice were set up in the cellars of the Palais- de- Justice. 

The archbishop, Mgr. Lu9on, was absent from Bheuns in 1914, being 
retained in Rome by the CouneiL As soon as the latter was ended, he 
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returned to Rheims and thereafter, like his coadjutor. Mgr. Neveux, and the 
unmobilized clergy, he remained at his post until the evacuation of April, 
1917. The Cathedral architect, M. Sainsaulieu, who, Uke Mgr. Lugon, 
has been made a Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur, remained constantly 
at his post, repairing from day to day, as well as might be, the damage 
caused to the Cathedral, and saving the art treasures spared by the Oennao 
shells. 

The firemen, reinforced in March, 1915, by thirty two of their comrades 
from Paris, devoted themselves, at the risk of their lives, to fighting the 
flames caused by the bombanhnents. Unfortunately, their courage and 
devoticHi were often unequal to their task. For instance, twenty-two 
separate fires occurred on the night of February 22, 1915. Their task was 
rendered still more difficult by the fact that the Germans often fired 
on the burning buildings to drive off the men who were trying to save 

On July 8, 1917, the President of the French Republic fittingly acknow- 
ledged the magnificent bravery of the firemen by personally decorating 
their flag with the Croix de la Legion d'Horuieur, At the same time he 
conferred this dignity on the city [see p. 2). 

After remaining closed for several weeks, the schools re-opened. Until 
then, the children had been too much in the streets looking for aluminium 
fuses of sheila, out of which they made rings, or for scraps of stained-glass 
from the broken windows of the CathedrtJ. The first school, called the 
" Maunoury " school, was installed on December 7, 1914, in a wine cellar 
of the firm Pommery, Boulevard Henri-Vasnier, near the Eond-Point St. 
Nicaise. On January 22, 1915, the " Joffre " school was opened in the 
cellars of Messrs. Mumm, 24 Rue du Champ- de-Mars. Then came the 
" Albert I." school, in the cellars of Messrs. Krug, 6 Rue Coqucbert, and the 
" Dubail " school in those of Messrs. Champbn, Place St. Nicaise. In 
addition to the underground schools, open-air classes were conducted. The 
underground schools, in which the teaching staff, exclusively voluntary, lived 
permanently, together with the school- children and their relatives, were 
situated in the most exposed and frequently bombarded districts. The 
"Dubail" school was struck three times: on March 6, 1915 (by an 8-in. 
shell), and on March 25 and October 25, 1916. Luckily there were no 
victims. 

The schools were quite close to the enemy lines, the distance varying from 
about two-thirds of a mile to a mile and a half. 



In 1913 and 1916. the examinations for the "Elementary School Certifi- 
cate " took place in July, as usual. In 1915, the ceremony of the Annual 
Prize SiBtribution, which had not taken place at Bheima for ten years, 
was restored, the book-prizea for the pupija coming from every comer of 
Usance. 

The victualling of the town, thanks to the co-operation between the 



1 BELMBT, OOING 



Municii>al and Military Authorities, waa effected with regularity. There 
was never any shortage ot bread. The butchers' and grocers shops remained 
open. The milk-women and hawlcers donned their helmota and continued 
to push their carte through the streets. The market-women remained at 
their BtaJla. Thenunsot St. Vincent-de.Paul, whose convent had been largely 
destroyed, ensured the service of cheap meals, oraanised by the Municipality 
tor the poor. The undaunted inhabitants had their daily paper (" UEcUdreur 
de VEat"), edited by M. Dramas, a courteous journalist, whose printing- 
house was early wrecked by shell-fire, but who continued almost single- 
handed to issue his paper. 
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A VISIT TO RHEIMS 



THK CATHEDRAL (pp. 28 tO 60) 

FIRST ITINERARY (pp. 61 tO 94) 
Tha Arohl-aplscopal PbJkco, Mus«um, Otiurcti of St. Jacqua*, Proms- 
■Wda% Town Hall, Plaoa Royala, MuaiclKna* Hauaa, Mara Qa.tm, 
Paubours C^r^ Church of St. AnOrA, PeJala-da-J uatica, atb 

SECOND ITINERARY (pp. 95 to 120 
Tho Lyete, Abbay of S^ Plarre-lea-Damaa, Rua BarbAtre, Ohureh of 
at. Maurloa, Ohuroh of St. Reml, HOtal-Dleu Hoapital, at«. 
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The OAthedral 

The Ca,thedral of Bheime, which Charles VIII. declared to be "jae- 
eminent Eimong all the churches of the kingdom," and which a local poet in 
the reign o£ Louis XIII. extolled above the seven wonders ol the world, is 
one of the most beautiful Gothic churches extaat. 

Few odiflees combine such grandeur, simplicity and grace ; still fewer, its 
characteristio unity and symmetry. 

The work of at least four architects, the building operations extended 
over two centuries, yet it has retained rare unity both of plan and style. 
The whole is so harmonious as to give the impressioa of being the effort of a 
single master-mind. 

HIctorioal Aeeount 

The Cathedra stands on the site of former churches, successively erected 
between the 5th and 13th centuries. On the night of May 6, 1210, a terrible 
fire destroyed the then existing edifice, together with a portion of the city. 



Exactly one year later, ArchbiBhop Aubri de Humbert l&id the first stone 
of a new edifice, which was destined to become the Cathedral of to-day. 

Begun in 1211, the building went on without pause for twenty years, 
after which there was a slackening, followed by a vigorous resumption in 
1299. Another pause occurred during the Hundred Years' War. The 
Cathedral, less the tower spires provided for in the plans, waa finished in 1428. 
He spires were not yet built when the great fire of July 24th, 1481, entirely 
destroyed the roof of the Cathedral, further deterring their construction, 
which was subsequently abandoned. 

The funds for this colowal work were fumiBhed partly by the clergy and the 
people, partly by Papal Indulgences granted to donors, and by collections in 
Chnatian lands, especially in the ecclesiastical propince of Rheims, The 
wonderful plans of the Cathedral were long believed to be the work of Robert de 
Coacy, whereas the original ones were in fact drawn by Jean d'Orbaie, who 
began their execution between 1211 and 1231. His work was continued with 
wonderful fidelity by Jean-le-Loup, from 1231-1247 ; by Oaucher of Rheima 
in 1247-1255, Bernard of SoUaona from 1255 to 1290, m>ert de Coucy until 
1311, and afterwards by Maitre Golard, QiUes le Marion, Jean de Dijon and 
CoUtrd de Oivry in the course of the 14th and 15th centvuriee. 



In the 17th and I8th centuries only repairs rendered necessary by the 
wear of the atone were effected. In the 19th century, beginning in 1S45, 
important restorations, principally by Viollet-le-Duc, were oarriecT out with 
rt^ularity. 

The Cathedral's approximate measuremente are 480 feet long (it is the 
longest church in France), and 160 feet wide at the intersection of the traoBept. 
The vaulting, less lofty than that at Beauvais (156 feet) and Amiens (143 feet), 
is 123 feet in height. The towers are six in number (aa in the cathedral at 
Laon), of which the four situated at the extremities of the transept have 
never had more than one storey. The principal towers are about 266 feet 
in height, or about 60 feet higher than those of Notre-Dame in Paris. 

The plan of the Cathedral is in shape a Latin cross, with radiating chapels. 
It is built entirely of stone from the neighbourhood of Bheims. VoTty 
pillars support the vaults, which are further sustained by lifty buttresses- 
Three great doorways and eight secondary doors give access to the interior, 
which is lighted by a hundred windows and rose-windows; 2,303 figures of 
all sizes decorate the exterior and interior. 
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The Oathadral During ttiB War 

In revenging themselves on Rheims for their disappointments and failures, 
the Germans seem to have been particularly determined to destroy the building 
which is at once one of the most precious artigtic treasures of France and one 
of the most ancient evidences of her history. In 1814 the then Allies bom- 
barded Rheims but respected the Cathedral. It is true that there were 
Germans who found fault with this respectful forbearance. One of them, 
'Johann Joseph Ooeres, author of a voluminous work entitled " Christian 
Mysticism," dared to write in April, 1814 : " Destroy, redvce to ashes, this ' 
BkeiTM basilica, tehere Chhdovic was consecrated, arid where toaa bom that 
mipire of the Franks, those t-ameodt brothers of the Twhle Oermans ; bum the 
CathedrtU." In the course of the recent war the Germans followed the 
vmdictive advice of Goeres, although, less frank than he, they did not dare, 
in face of the indignation of Christendom and of the whole world, boast of 
their vandalism. 

By way of excuse they alleged sometimes errors in firing, sometimes 
that the French had established a battery of artillery near the Cathedral 
and an observation- post in one of the towers (a projector was installed on 
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the Cathedral, on September 13, 1914, i.e. the day that the French re-entered 
Rheims, and it remained there only one night). 

On November 9, 1914, General Rouquerol declared to the French Govern- 
ment, who had demanded an enquiry, that the nearest battery to the Cathedral 
was at that time more than 1,200 yards away ; that on the day (September 
19) the Cathedral was set on fire by the German shells, the nearest French 
batteries were still quite close to the spot occupied by the above-mentioned 
battery, whose position the French Premier verified personally. The 
•General concluded that the German artillery could not have made an error 
of 1,200 yards in firing, but that they had deliberately aimed at the 
Cathedral. 

The Cathedral, though terribly shattered, is still standing. The description 
of the edifice (pp. 33 to 60) gives particulars of the damage and destructions 
which occurred principally in September, 1914, April, 1917, and July, 1918. 

On September 19, 1914, incendiary shells set fire to various portions 
of the building. The roof was burnt, but the vaulting escaped injury. The 
tambours of the side doors and the statues on the latter were destroyed by 
the flames. The 18th century stalls, consecration carpet of Charles X. 
and archi-episcopal throne were likewise burnt. The great rose- window of 
the western fagade, together with several other stained-glass windows, were 
destroyed, as were also the " Angel " steeple and its caryatids above the 
chevet. The northern tower was seriously injured by the burning of the 
scaffolding around it (see photo, p. 9). The statues were eaten into by the 
flames and subsequently crumbled away, some of them being irrecoverably 
lost. 

In 1915 and 1916 the Cathedral was struck a hundred times, but it was 
during the bombardments of April 15, 19 and 24, 1917, that it suffered 
most. For seven consecutive hours, at the rate of twelve per hour, the Germans 
fired 12- in., 14- in. and iS-in. shells on the edifice, causing terrible havoc, 
especially to the south-western side. 

During the terrible bombardments of April, 1918, the Cathedral did not 
suffer — for once the Germans seemed to have decided to spare it ; but, 
unfortunately, the truce did not last. In the following months the bombard- 
ment began again, and the ravages increased, especially in the two towers 
and the vaulting. However, both vaulting and towers, in spite of their 
injuries, have not been irreparably damaged in their vital parts, and are 
capable of restoration. 

That the damage is not more serious is due to the protective measures 
taken by the Cathedral architect and by the Department of Historical Monu- 
ments. As early as 1915, the doonvays of the western fa9ade were protected 
with beams and sand-bags (see photo, p. 25), while the Treasure was removed 
and placed in safety, together with the paintings and tapestries. 

In 1916 and following years masonry protections were placed around 
some of the more valuable statues. The fallen fragments of carvings and 
sculpture were carefully collected, with a view to future restoration, In 
this waj' the debris of the head of the beautiful statue of the " Visitation " 
Group, known as the " Smile of Rheims," on the left-hand side of the central 
doorway of the western fa9ade, were saved, 
s At the beginning of 1918, it was found possible to save the remains ot 
the stained-glass of the windows, and other glass-work still intact — amongst 
which was some of the finest in the nave. The salvage was 'difficult, for 
scaffolding would have furnished the Germans with an excuse for further 
bombardments. Recourse was had to a small body of Paris firemen and 
two glaziers who, in foggy weather, and before daybreak, climbed up to 
the iron frame-work of the windows and accomplished their work at great 
heights with remarkable courage and skill. 



I 












•^:?# 









# 





REIMS 

aUALE. 



I —PI. LaUm - 
2.— H. deUKipubliyue 
3.— PI. duBtmltngrln 
*.— PI. B*theny. 
B.— SuaarB Collwrt 
8.— PL SL Andrt 
v.— PI. des Msrch^ 



la!— Fl. Bt. Nlca 
in.— Bond point 
17.-PL DIeu Lii 



EMLARQED PLAN OF CiSTRB 0¥ tOV(S, 



33 



o 
a 
O 



c 
e- 




CATHEDRAL OF EHEIMS 

flan of Cathedral 
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Archi -episcopal Falace 



9, The Treasure (p. 58). 

10. Clock with Automatons (p. 55). 

11. Tombstone of Hughes Libergier 
(p. 55). 



1. Staircase of the Towers. 

2. Site of the Labyrinth (p. 53). 

3. Main Pulpit (p. 53). 

4. Site of "La Rouelle de Saint- 

Nicaise " (Flag-stone with 12. Norman Door (p. 45). 
memorial inscription) (p. 53). 13. Great Organ (p. 55). 

5. Pillar supporting the " Vintage 14. Lady Chapel (p. 55). 

Scene " (p. 52). 15. Chapel of the Holy Sacrament 

6. Altar of the Rear Choir (p. 57). (p. 56). 

7. 14th century Tombstones (p. 63). 16. Rosary Chapel (p. 57). 

8. Tomb of Cardinal de Lorraine. ^ 17. Roman Mosaic (p. 67). 

B 



(See full tieivs on pp. 28 aiul 20). 

Hcttcr that! iiuy othrr. this jNirt o( the building rtvcala the deBiit; for 
Hiiity and harnionv which guidrd the various builders of the Cathedral. 
The doorway, probably designed by Jean d'Orbais, uas very likely not begun 
till about 12S0, by Gaucher, of Rheima. Bernard of Soiisons built the 
great rose-window and the facade aa far as the Gallery of the Kin^s. The 
architects of the 14th century built the lateral parts forming the first storey 
of the towers, the Kings' Gallery and the gable. The upper storey of the 
towers was only finished in the 15th century. Except for slight modifications 
in detail, the original plan was lespected. This facade, with its toll open-work 
towers and immense rose-window, demonstrates that the architects knew 
how to obtain the maximum of resistance with wonderfully light construction. 

The Wastom Doorway [photo below) comprises three doors flanked by 
tno full arcades and surmounted by gables adorned ivith statues 

Betneon the gables are pinnacles on small columns (the left hand ones 
haie been destroyed) \t the foot of the pinnacles are statues of seated 
muBiLians which recall those on the house in the Bue de Timbour (see p. 
80) but nhlch haie been partly destroyed 

The splajing of the doors i? adorned iiith great itatues backed up against 
columns and separated b% smaller columns the capitals of which are con- 
nected to a foliate fne?e of elegant design The l)ases are omament«d with 
carved draperv The tympana of the doors contain window lights while 
live rons of statues separated b\ line's of flowers and foliage till up the arch- 
mgs uhich suffered se\erely m the bombardment of September 19, 1914. 
About a dozen subjects were destroyed or spoilt. During the subsequent 
bombardments, shell splinters did further damage. 



Generally the sculptural decoration on the ground.floor dates from the 
middle of the 13th century. 

In September, 1914, several of the great statues of the lat«ral splayings 
were completely destroyed and the others more or less seriously damped. 
However, subsequent damage was slight, thanks to the protective measures 
taken in 1915. 

Oentral Door 

The lavish decoration of the central door suffered mutilations during the 
last three centuries. The inscription carved on the lintel dates from 1802 and 
replaced carving descriptive of the life of the Virgin, destroyed during the 
Revolution. The sculpture on the arches, especially that ot the three upper 
lines, was partly restored in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

The beautiful statues in the splayings of the door represent : lo the right 
Iphoto, p, 36), the Annunciation and Vlaltatlon (the latter group is striking 
by reason of ita inspiration from the antique) ; lo the kfl, the Puriflcation 
ipkofo. p. 36). 

The Vii^n of the Annunciation group was damaged by shell splinters 
on September 4, 1914. 
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In the gable, a pretty group representing the Ooroncitian of tha H«ly 
VIrtfn was injured by the tires of 1914. 

Of the two fine statues on the top of the buttresses framing the Central 
door, only the right-hand one (Solomon) exists to-day ; the other, repre- 
senting the Quoen of Shoba, was destroyed by a shell in September, 1914, 
except the head, which was saved. 



Th« RIarht-Hand Doar 

See photograph on p. 25. 

On the lintel. Saint Paul, blind, is being led to Ananias, who restores 
his sight and baptizee him. 

On the jamhs ate pretty little figures which have been variously inter- 
preted. The majority represent vices and virtues, e.g. on the inner portion : 
Oouras*, in knightly raiment ; Coiwardic* fleeing before a hare ; Charity 
holdii^ out a purse ; Avarice with a cash-box ; on, the outer portion : Prids 
blasted aod overthrown with his horse ; eioth, represented as a man seated 
with his head resting on his elbows, in astall; Wisdom seated, holding a book 
and a lighted lamp. On the same jamJis otherfigures are supposed to symbolise 
the seasons: Autumn sitting on a vine-trelhs ; winter standing b^ore a 
fireplace; •pringr in the midst of flowers ; •ummarwith bared chest. 



The lico central fijptni liave liffn deeapilalrd. 

The six statues in the splaying on the right (photc above) represent: the 
aged «ima«n holding Christ in his arms; John the Baptist, loalah, Moee* 

wi th the brazen serpent and the tables of the Law ; ADraham about to sacrifice 
Isaac; Samuel carrying a lamb (which has been broken). They differ by 
their more archaic style from the other sculptures of the lower facade, and 
closely resemble those of the central door of the north transept of the Cathedral 
of Chartres. lake the latter, they date without doubt from the beginning 
of the 13th century. Possibly they belonged to an earlier doorway, or were 
prepared in advance for a purpose not realised, being finally utilised in the 
place where they now stand. 

The Laet Judgrment, in the gable, was seveiely damaged by shell splinlcis. 



This door, on account of the acaffoMinj; which Burrounded it, waB BCiiousIy 
damaged by the fires of .September, 19)4 (see p. IT). 

On the lint«l iB Saint P»ur, lhio»'nfromh:BhoiB?£t thepateaof Damaeciis. 
On the outside of the jambs, fourteen seated figures meditating, are supposed 
by some to be embodiments of the arts and aeieneea, but represent more 
probably prophets or teachers. Along the splayings are eleven statues, 
which liave not definitely been identihed. 

Tn the left-hand splaying is Saint Nicaiaa between two angels. The 
right-hand angel, generally known as the "Smlla of Rhvlma," was decapitated 
on September 19, 1914, Fortunately, the fragments of the head of this 
fine statue were saved. 



' till* dicapilattd. (,Set photi 
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Th« First Storay 

In the centre is the great roae-window, best seen from the interior of the 
navo. The stuined -glass is broken. On either side, against the arching 
which suiraounts it, were two large statues. One of them, David as a youth 
in shepherd's garb (also known as the Pilf/rim], was destroyed by the 
bombardments. The other very fine statue is variously said to be 3a«l, 
Solomon and SI. James. 

The arching which begins above these statues was adorned with small 
groups of figures representing scenes from the life of Solomon, Most of tikem 
were destroyed at the same time as the f ilgrim statue. 

Above the arching, a gigantic statue (twice restored) represents David 
challenging Oolialh. The bombardments of 1914 destroyed a similar 
statue on the left representing David staying GoUalh with a etone from his 

The tirat storey of the towers flanking the rose-window is broken by lofty 
twin bays crowned with gables. The niches and pinnacles of the buttresses 
are identical with those of the nave, but the style of their decoration denotes 
a more recent period (early 14th century). 

The northern tower was badly d-maged by the bombardment of Sep- 
tember 19, 1914, which fired the scaffolding around it ('ee jihnio, p. 9). 
Two of the pinnacled niches surmounting the buttresses were decapi- 
tated, while the flames completely disfigured the statues, including tliat 
of Christ. 

A large calibre shell burst in the southern tower on April 19, 1917, 
causing very serious damage. 



Th* S«cantf Storay 

The aecond storey comprisea a seriee of niches, surmounted by sharply 
pointed gables and adorned with gigantic status, known as the Kings' 
Gallery. 

The central group, consisting of seven figures, commemorates the Baptimn 
of Chvis. Clovis, standing in the baptismal font, between Saint Remi, 
receiving the Sacred Ampulla, and Clotilda. 

The balcony in front of the Baptimn of Clovis was formerly called the 
Gloria OaUtry, as it was the custom for the choir-boys to sing the Gloria 
there on Palm Sunday. 

Tha Upp«r Portion of the Towera 

The upper storey ot the towers, built on an octagonal plan, is flanked 
with four open-work turrets, one of which contains stairs leading to the 

The northern tower, badly damaged by the fire of 1914, lost several of 
the iine colonnettes of its comer turrets in 1918. 

In the same year, the pierced staircase of the southern tower was almost 
entirely destroyed 

At the time of the last restorations, the foundations of the spires provided 
for in the original plans, but which have never been built, were laid. 

In the belfry of the northern tower are two magnificent deep-toned bells. 
One of them is modem and was cast at Le Mans, and blessed in 1849 by 
Cardinal Gousset. The other, one ot the finest bells known, and presented 
to the church in 1570 by Cardinal Charles de Lorraine, is the work of the 
Rheims metal -founder, Pierre Deschamps. 

The scaffolding fire of 1914 reached the belfry, bringing down the bells, 
which were broken in the fall. 



The Lateral Fa^daa and Chevet 

The latera. fa^aJes of the Cathedral are of rare beauty Nowhere have 
abutments and flying buttresses been so harmoniouNly employed as here. 
They are not merely supports, but form part of the decorative scheme of the 
nave, and ensure the harmony of the whole. Buttresses, finished off with 

¥innaeles, serve as points of siipport for two superimposed flying-buttresses, 
he octagonal pinnacles are flanked with four Bmall triangular pyramidB 
and supported in front by two slender detached columns. Between the latter, 
under canopies, angels with outstretched wings cany the instruments of 
the Passion and various other emblems (»ce photo, p. 49). 



The Northern Fa^do and Transept 

The transept is pierced with broad bays, whose completion, as in all the 
windows of the Cathedral, consists of two twin arches surmounted by a six- 
leaved rose. The niches in the buttresses are ornamented with statues 
believed by some to represent Kings of France. At any rate, that of the 
buttress on the western fro t of the north-west tower greatly resembles 
the figure of St. Louis carved on the doorway of the church of St. Vincent at 



The carvings of the lower ii-indowa were either destroyed or daar 
on September 19, 1914, at the same time as the stained -glass. Tht 
towers which flank the crossings were left unfinished. 

Before the fire of 1481, there was a lantern over the intersection o 
transept. 



Tha Central Door of tho Northern Transopt 

The sculptural decoration, while rich, is more sober than that of the 
doorway of the western facade. It is cOKimemorative of the glory of the 
Archbishopa of Rheims. 

The statue of the Pontiff with a tiara, backing up to the dividing-pillar, 
is supposed to be that of St. Sixtua, first Bishop of Rheims. In the splaying, 
on the left, is St Nieaise holding hia head in hia hands, between St Eutropia,. 
an angel and a figure improbably said to be Clovis, 

The pediment was pierced by a shell and scarred with splinters. It is 
divided into five tiers, and represent the life of St. Remi and St. Nicaise 

Beginning at the bottom, the figures represent : on the first tier, the 
beheading of St. Nicaise by the Vandals and the Baptism of Clovis by 
St, Remi ; on the second, St. Remi, as a child, restores sight to Montanus 
and, as a man, exorcises the demons who had set fire to Rheims ; on the third, 
the story of Job ; on the fourth, the restoring to life of a young Toulouse 
girl, and the miracle of the cask filled with wine by St. Remi; on the JipJ:, 
Christ between two angels. 



E LAST JUDOHBITE 



The Lsft-Mand DOOr of th» Northam Tranaopt 

Thia door, which has long been walled up, ia called The Doorway of the 
Last Judgment, on account of the carving on the tympanum. 

Tn the upper part, Christ ia supported on one aide by the Holy Virgin, 
and on the ower by John the Baptist. Below {.two rows) the dead rise from 
their graves (photo oiouf). Lower down, on one side are The Virtues, repre- 
sented by seated women ; on the other. The Vices, mutilated in 1780 on 
account of their realism. On the lowest tier, lo Ihe left, angels carry aonls to 
Abraham '8 bosom : on the right, Satan leada a chain of damned aouls to Hell 
X'photo below), amongst whom are a king, a bishop, and a monk. 

In the arching are three rows of angels carrying b&oka or blowing trumpets, 
and the wise and foolish virgins. 

Backing up to the dividing pillar is an exceedingly fine 13th century 
statue, whioh I'ecalU the '" Seaulifal God " of Amiens Cathedral (see the 
Michelin Guide : Amiens Be/ore and During the War) ; Jesua blessing with 
His right hand, holds the globe of the world in His left {see photo p. 45). 

Thia statue was decapitated by a shell which struck the doorway in 1918, 
also taking off tha head of the first statue on the left-hand portion ot the 
doonvay. 



On the plinth of the dividing pillar ia a, bas- 
relief, remarkable for its delicate carving. 

According to local tradition, this plinth was erected 
at the expense of a dishonest masterHlraper, convicted 
of selling by false measure. 

On the left, the merchant is seen in his shop. In 
front of the eounter, customers of both sexes look at 
the outspread stuffs, while clerks write in books. 

On the right, the merehant kneels before a statue of 
the Vi gin in penance. 

Near-by, bur^sses talk together and seem to 
judge the delinquent's conduct severely. 

The six statues t^ainst the walls reprfj«nt the 
apostles : on the right, St. John, St James and St. 
Paul ; on the left, St. Andrew, St Peter and St. 
Bartholomew. 

The rose is carved in a voussoir ; the uprights are 
decorated with statues of Adam and Eve in long 
tunics, and the arch with twenty-two groups of small 
figures depicting, from kft to right, the story of Adam 
and Eve, the various tasks to which they and their 
descendants were condemned, and the story of Cain i-,fI'ii*o/'/*e"jfo»i«^ 
and Abel. 

Above the rose an open-work gallery contains 
seven statues of the prophets. The stataes are 13th century, but the 
gallery was rsstored in 1846. 

The balustrading and triangular gable flanked with pinnacles, which 
dominate the gallery, date from the beginning of the 16th century, but have 
been repaired in recent times. On the gable is a coloseal Annuiiel*tion i 
the Archangel and Mary are under Flamboyant canopies. 

Th« RIchl-Hanil Door of tha Northam Tranaapt (Norman Doot) 

This little door formerly connected, fay means of a vaulted passage, tbo 
Cathedral with the Cloister (no longer existing) of the Chapter. 

Its tympanum is a relic of the Cathedral built by Arehbishop Sajnsofl. 
It 1 ipicts, in beautiful Eomanesque relief, a majestic Virgin. The archivolt 
which frames It, doubtless belonged to a 12th century tomb. At the top of 
the arch, angels carry away a soul, while on the uprights, clerks officiate at 
a funeral service. 






{See ^holograph of Cafhedral, taken from aeroplane, p. 30.1 

Tho Chevet, begun by Jean D'Orbais and finished by Jean Le Loup, 

was inaugurated by the Chapter about 1241. It is one of the finest 13th 
century chevetB in. existence. 

It is stayed by two rows of buttressea supporting double flying. buttreBses. 
Like those of the nave, the buttresses are surmounted with pinnacles, beneath 
which niches shelter statues of flying angels. 



One of the finest txh century Chtfeti. 

All around the apse, between the windows of the radial chapels and on 
the main buttresses, are statues of angels, some of them of great beauty. 

The 13th century clerestory gallery, which surrounds the upper portion 
of the axwidal chapels, was restored by VioUet-le-Duc. It was partially 
destroyed by the bombardments On April 19, 1917, three large calibre 
shells, which burst on the ohevet, destroyed forty to fifty feet of it. At the 
same time, the buttress jutting on the centre of the destroyed gallery lost its 
pinnacle, and behind, an arch of the flying. buttress. The buttresses between 
the above-mentioned one and the comer of the South Transept Tower lost 
either a colonnette or their pinnacle with angel statue. 



The slender spire which, before the War, rose above the chevet, was known 
as the Ans:«l Spfra, on account of a bronze angel which Burmounted it, and 
which was removed in 1880 as unsafe This spire, the work of Colard le 
Moine, was built in 1485, after the fire of 1481. Its pierced base with 
balustrading waa supported by eight leaden caryatids, some of which, in 
the popular costume of the Louis XL period, b«;ame deformed in consequence 
of the rotting of their oaken core. 

The fire of September 19, 1914, caused by the German shells, entirely 
destroyed the spire and its caryatids. 



The bombardments in the spring of the following year further damaged 
the gallery, also causing fresh mutilations to the flying buttresses and the 
pinnacles of the apse. 

A plain stone gallery with blind, arcading, whiqh formerly ran round the 
chevet on a level with the springing of the roof, was replaced by VioUet-le- 
Duc, with pierced battlemented arcading. Part of the original galleiy which 
surrounded the entire building, level with the roof, still exiata on the northern 

On October 12, 1914, a shell destroyed about twenty-five feet of the 
gallery round the chevet, which later was further damaged by another shell. 



Tha Lateral Fa^iula and South Tranaspt 

This tagade and transept (which should be seen from the courtyard of the 
Archbishop's Palace) are identical, as a whole, with the northern facade and 
transept {are pp. 28 and 42). 

Th.e gallery at the springing of the roof ot the nave was entirely rebuilt in 
1878 by Arclutflct Millet, in a style foreign to that of the Catheitail, 

Among the statues o{ the transept buttresses that at the corner of the 
aoutt-westem tower, bestriding a lion, ia thought by some to repreeent 
Papin-thi'Stiort, and another near him, Charlamasno. 



The facade of the transept has no doorway. Above the lower storey, the 
architectural arrangement is the same as that of the northern transept. 
At the base of the rose-window, on ea«h side, are two very fine statues. 

On. the left, Tha Ohriatian Rrilslon, symbolised by a crowned woman 
with chalice and standard. This statue was destroyed by a (jerman shell 
in 1918, after being damaged in April I'JIT. 

On the Tight, The Birn«a:o8;u«t with eyes bandaged and a crown on one 
side, waa not seriously damaged. 



Ib consequence o* the Are ot 
1481. the gable ot th^ South Tran- 
sept was rebuilt at the beginnii^ 
of the 16th century by three 
master - maaons, one of whom, 
Guichart Antoine, eo - operated 
lat«r with the building of Notre- 
Dame de ■'■pme, (See the MieJie- 
lin Oiiidt : The Revigny Pass.) It 
was restored about 18S8 in the 
original style. The subject sculp- 
tured on the pediment represents 

the Anu-nptlon of tn* VIrein. 

The SaKittariu* which sur- 
mounted the gable waa destroved 
in 1914. It waa a modem faithful 
copy of the old lead-covered wooden 
Saaittarius, which was carved, 
gilded and pointed about 1W3 by 
the Rheims sculptor, Jean Bour. 
camus. According to tradition, 
this Sagittarius, which appeared to 
be shooting its arrow at the bronze 
sta? of the archi- episcopal palace, 
symbolised the rivalry between the 
Archbishop and the Chapter of the 
Cathedral 



THE INTIRIOR OF THI CATMKDRAL 
Tha Innar Waatern Facade 

(See description of the Exterior on pp. 34 to 41.) 

This is a master-piece. Its eculptural decoration is unitjue, and as rich 
as that of the outer facade. 

In the tympanum of the central door a sixteen -leaved roae-window, the 
stained-glass of which was made shortly before the Revolution, is faced with 
three small trefoil rose-windows. 

At the top of the dividing pillar St. Nicaise, headless, is between two 
angels and two armed men personifying the barbarians who killed him. 

The entire door, as far as the triforiusn, is framed by seven ro\vs of super- 
imposed niches separated by panels of sculptured foliage. The basements are 
covered with figured drapery, as on the outside. In each niche, under a 
trefoil arcade, is a statue The subjects repi'esented are, from bottom to top : 



<mthtrigU: Ths L9f« of John tha Baptist; onthekfl : Tha Fulfil mant c»f 
tha Prophacy and The Childhood of Chrlat. 

The first ro\v on the nght is known as "Tho KniKht'a Communion "[ 

a priest offera the Host to a knight wearing 13th century armour, and turns 
liis back on another knight clothed in a leathern Carolingiaii tunic with iron 
scales, and armed with a small round buckler. 

Above the door, a gallery with nine openings lights the triforium. 
On the highest storey, the great rose- window occupies the whole breadlji 
of the nave. It is the masterpiece of Bernard de Soissona {sm p. 40). 

In the form of a gigantic flower with twelve petals, each of the latter 
is sub-divided by quatrefoils and trefoil archings. Its harmonious grace- 
fulness and seeming lightness, in spite of the great thickness of its border 
(about 7 ft.), and muUions (about 2 ft. 6 in.), arc very striking. 

The stained -glass, which, ivith the stonework, formed a harmonious whole, 
was restored in modern times. The subject represented was : The Virgin 
surroundect by ancolai kinea and pAtriarcha. 
The fire of 1914 destroyed the stained -glass. 

The side-doors have only a quatrefoil rose-window (see pp. 25 and 34), 
and their framework of niches consists only of four rows of two niches each. 
However, two lines of niches, in which are statues in demi-rehef, form the 
contour of the arches which frame their top. 

The subjects of the sculptures are allied, in the case of each door, to those 
of the outer decoration, i.e. "The LIfa of St> Stophon." 

The wooden doors and their tambours were destroyed by the fire of 
September 16, 1914, which also disfigured or destroyed the statues framing 
them {see photos ahove). 



The QrOBt Mav* 

The fire of September 19, 1914, destroyed the framework of the Nave 
and its 15th century lead root. In the following years a number ot sheila 
pierced the vaulting, without, however, damaging its vital parts. It will 
be possible to restore it. 

It seema to be clearly established that although the first four bays were 

built later than the others, the nave as a whole, like thftt of the Cathedra' 

of Amiens, was completely finished before 1300 a.d. Vaulted throughout 

on diagonal ribs, the nave, which is perfectly regular, has three stories : 

the lowest, formed of great arches, rests on massive pillars ; the triforiura, 

formed of two, four, five, or six arcades, extends round the entire building ; 

the high twin-bay windows are surmounted with a six-leaved ro=e-wJndow. 

The pillars, which have been likened to a row ot antique columns, are 

composed of a great cylindrical shaft, reinforced by four smaller enpeged 

columns, standing on an octagonal base. The pillars which follow the first 

bay of the nave and carry one of the 

comers ot the towers, as also the four 

pillars ot the transept square, are more 



The capitals ot the pillars and ot the 
columns (vhnli oppnsii'') aro most beaiiti 
fully decorated. The dominating subiect 
of their decoration is natural foliage (vine, 
oak, thi'tle, ivy, ranunculus, fig-tree). 
Occasionally, human or animal figures or 
monsters, and scenes from nature, i.f. the 
dainty Vln-tag* seen* on the capital of 
the sixth pillar on the right of the nave. 



are interapersed. The ornamenta- 
tion of the capitals of six [Hilars 
of the lirdC bayd is more elaborate 
ani more recent in style. These 
capit^U are not, like those of the 
other pillars, divided on the four 
flanking coiumaa into lwo equal 
courios by an astragal, neither do 
they include, like some of the 
others, crockets, acanthus leaves 
and other conventional ornaments 
o£ an older and less realistic style. 

The I3th and 14th century 
stained-glass of the high windows 
represents, on two Buperimposad 
lines, figurea of kings of France 
andarcfibishopsof Bheims. Sone 
of the glass was broken, but the 
lineat was saved. ' 

In the third and fourth bays 
there was formerly a square 
Utbyrin thf flanked at the comers 
by polygonal compartments. In 
the interior, a line of white tiles 
bordered with black stones ran 
from one side, and after conpli 
cated windings reached a central 
compartment. At the corners ot 
the compartments wtre figures of 
the four first arthitects ot the 
Cathedral ; Jein d Jrbiis. Jean 
le Loup, Gaucher of Rheims and 
Bernard of Soiasois The ctntraj 
figure ia probably that of Arch- 
bishop Aubri de HuTibert, who 
laid the first stone of the eliSce. 
This Labyrinth, the drawings of 
which revealed the na^nes of the 
builders of the Cathedral, was 
destroyed in 1778 by the Chapter, 
to prevent the children playing 

Between the Labyrinth and 
the Choir are about twenty 14th 
century tombstones. 

The vrattt pulolt set up 
against the fifth left-hand pillar 
was made, in the time of Louis 
XV., by a Rheims artist (Blondel). 
It comes from the old church of 
St. Pierre-leVieil. 

In the sixth bay, just before 



the entrance to the choir, the spot where St. Xicaise was beheaded, on the 
threshold of his church, was fonnerly indicated by a small circular chapel 
known as La Rouelle de St. Nieaise. The tiny building was replaced by a 
memorial inscription on the flagstone, supposed to have been stained with 
(ho blood of the martyr. 

Tha Alal«» or tho Nave* 

The windows of the Aisles are similar to the loft> windows of the nave 
The walls were formerlj hung with valuable tapestries uhieh were taken 
down and e\acuat«d bv the Hflortcal Jlonuments Deparlment at the out 
break of the War The two oldest datinj; back to about 1440 and known 
an the tapestries of the fori roi ( fona were presented by Cardinal Charles 
de Lorraine and depict the history of Clovis Those of the Kenaissanc 
piven in 1530 h^, Archbishop Robert de Lenoncourt who caused himself 
to be portrajed kneeling in the picture of the Birlh of Christ depict 
the Life of the \ trgm The moat modern presented in 1640 b\ Arch 
bishop Henri de Lorraine and iiorked b\ the Fleming Daniel Pepersack 
represent Je^us at the Marriaj at Caaa in. Galihe and Jestis amortq the 

At the foot of the walls, three stone steps serve as seats. 



TAPESTBIKS i: 



Th* Interior «f tha North«m TranMpt 

(See pkm, p. 33, and the Exterior, p. 42.) 

The inner facade is partially 
hidden by the p«at organ, built 
about 1487 and tranafonned several 
times since then. Of the original 
organ the loft only remains, the 
Gothic balustrading of which is 
pierced with Flamboyant arcading. 

The facade originally consisted 
of three lofty bays with lancet- 
shaped windows surmounted by a 
gallery lighted by three rose- 
. windows of six lobes each and one 
of twelve lobes. The subsequent 
addition of a doorway about the 
middle of the 13th century caused 
the partial suppresaion of the bays, 
of which the transformed Bummits 
alone remain. 

Almost all the high windows 
of the transept contained 13th 
century ffriimilk glass, which was 
damaged or broken by the bom- 
bardmente, as was also ' the 13th 
century stained -glass of the great. 

rose-window (repaired in 1869), the korthbbs transept (seep. 33) 

which represent^ The Story of the 
Creation and The Fall of Adam. 

The reverse side of the Central Door is bare, except the divid- 
ing pillar, the statue of which is hidden by the 18th century wooden 
tambour. 

The small western aide-door, which formerly communicated with the 
cloister of the Chapter, is entirely covered with 18th century woodwork. 
The adjoining bay, closed in by a beautiful 13th century wrought-iron railling. 
is the old chartulary or muniment room of the Chapter. Kear the railing, 
in the corner of the transept, is a clock with automatons, which come out 
when the hours strike. Its woodwork is 14th and 15th century and its works 
17th and 18th century. 

To the right of the door of the organ stair, a tomlMton* to Hufues 
Llbarsivr was set up against the wall. He was the architect who, in 1231, 
commenced the abbatial church of St. Kicaise. The tombstone has been 
ia the Cathedral since 1800. The altar in the Lady-Chapel, surmounted 
with a statue by Frangois Ladatt« (1742), replaced a Gothic altar-screen 
destroyed in 1739. 

The picture The Washing of the Disciples' Feet is by Jerome 
Muziano. 

On the western walls of the transept ia a fine tapestry, the pendant 
of which is in the south transept. These two great tapestries, 
made at the Gobelins, after cartoons by Raphael, represent the life 
of St. Paul. They were removed in 1914, at the same time as those in 



The Choir 

(See the Chevd, p. -ie.) 

The ambulatory with its radiating chapels is of ineomparab'e beauty. 
Escepting the lari^er central chapel, known as the Chapel of the Holy 
Sacrament, which is nine-aided, each chapel has seven sides rising from a 
circular floor. 

In each chapel, three windows similar to those of the nave, li^ht the 
three hindmost walls. Blind windows imitate the true ones on the side walls. 

At the base of the windows a narrow gallery, passing through tho pillars, 
continues all along the side-aisles of the transept and nave — a pecu'iarity in 
Champagne architecture. 

The 13th centurv stained-glasa of the high windows was destroyed by 
the bo-nbardment of September 19, 1914-. 

In Ap-i], 1917, part of the vaulting fell in on the Hieh Altar (pAotooJoH. 

The costly marble High Altar was erpcted in 1747 by Canon Godinot, 
who spent considerable sums in making slterations to tht Cathedral, not all 
of which were happy. Its six chandelicis dat« from the consecration of 
Charles X. 



Tho High Altar ot tliP I'car choir dates from 1764 and came from fhc 
Church of St. Nicaise. Oii either wide of this altar are two 14th century 
tumulary stones. Behind is the tomb of Cardinal de Lorraine. 

The »mall pulpit of the rear choir, the medallions of which depict the 
life of St. Theresa, dat«s from 1678. It is a gift of the widow of M. Pommcry 
{photo bekm). 

Twenty-two archbishops of Rheim? were buried under the choir pavement. 
Their tombstones were removed in 1747. The present flag-stones came 
from the old church of St. Kicaise. 



The archbishop's throne, by VioUet-le-Duc, was destroyed by the fire of 
1914, together with the 18th century stalls. 

The railings (18S6-1832} replaced, not very happily, an ancient stone 
rood-loft destroyed in 1761. 

The Interior of the Southern Traneept 

{See plan, p. 33, and Ike Exterior, p. 47 ) 

A gap was made in the vaulting by the bombardment of April 19, 1917. 

The arrangement of the inner facade is similar to that of the northern 
transept, except that the three high bays with lancet windows, which are 
partiaUy hidden in the northern transept, are here entirely visible. 

The stained-glass of the rose-window, destroyed by a hurricane Jn 1580, 
was replaced in 1581 by the Rheims artist Nicolas Dcrod^. It represents 
the Eternal Father surrounded by the twelve apostles. 

In the Rosary Chapel is a Renaissance altar-screen (1541), attributed to 
the Rheims sculptor Pierre Jacques. The general scheme represents T/e 
dead body of CMil on thf. knees of the Virgin, and above, Chiat comi" f.rfh 
fnm, the sepulchre. It was a gift of Canon Paul Grandraoul, who is tLown 
on his knees before Mary Magdalene. 

The Roman mosaic work in the centre of the ehapel was discovered in 
the courtyard of the archbishops palace in 1849. Among the mout rfmark- 
able scenes are ; Christ appearing to Mary Magdalene, attributed to Titian ; 
Christ loitk the angels, by Tbaddeo Zuccaro ; The Nativity, attributed to 
Tintoret ; Manna in the Desert, attributed to Nicolas Pouasin. 



Til* OathadnU TrMuur* 

This is kept in a. sacristy built by Viollet-le-Duc, wliicli is reached through 
a plain door in the southern facade of the transept. 

The treasure, which is very rich in predous reliquaries, cholices, and 
other pieces of goldsmith's work, was saved from the fire of September 19, 
1914, by the Cure of the Cathedral and one of his abbes. After being 
temporarily placed in the house ot the Cardina,l, it was evacuated in 1915, 
at the order of the Historical Monuments Department. 

Among the best known ot these art treasures are the Chalice of St. Eemi 
and St. Ursula's Skiff. 

The Ohallc* of St. Rami, irith its gold filagree work, six rows of chasing, 
and precious stones set in a collier, is a remarkab'e work of art. It was in 
this chalice that, by special privilege, the kings ot France communicated in 
wine at the conclusion of their consecration. Tradition has it that the gold 



of which it is made was that of the Soissona Vase, whereas in reality it is 
12th century. Conflacated in 1793 and deposited in the Bibliotheque Natitmak, 
it was restored to the Cathedral by Napoleon III. 

at. Uraula'a 8klW is a reliquary given by Henri IIT. It repreaentB a 
ship carved out of cornelian, floating on a sea of enamel. The ship, whose 
mast bears the royal crown, ia adorned with the escutcheons of France and 
Poland, and contains eleven small figures. That of St. Ursula is said to be 
the portrait of the Queen of France- 

AmongBt the other remarkable works of art in the Treasure are the 
following: the retiqaaries of Arehbishop Samson, St. Sixtus (12th century), 
St. Peter and St. Paul (14th century), and the Holy Sepulchre (16th century) ; 
a Tiionatrance of gilt copper (13th century) ; a lituryical comb o£ ivory, said to 
have belonged to St. Bernard (12th century) ; a roi'k-crystal oross, whith 
formerly belonged to Cardinal de Lorraine ; orjraijs embroidered with ailver 
thread (I3th century) ; the credence and oil vesuds of Abbot dc la Salle ; a 
fragment of a carved wood crozicr (incorrectly said to be the cro/.ier of 



{Cliclii LL.) 

St. Gibrien), two other fragmenta of which are in the Town Muaeum (12th 
century) ; the oajea, itlenails, and sacred ornaments which were used at the 
consecration of Charlee X ■ the reliquary of the Sacred Ampulla, designed 
by Lafitte for the consecration of Charles X. The original Sacred Ampulla 
was broken in 1793. The present one, which has only served for the con- 
aecration of Charles X I'i a replica aaid to have been made with the few 
drops of balsam of the Clovis Ampulla, which pious hands saved from the 
broken fragments of the sacred vessel 



FIRST rTINKRARY FOR VISiTINO RHIIMS 



8tartln):*polnti Placa du Pftrvia Natr«-Dama 



1. The Archbishop'B Palace (p. 63). 

2. The Theatre (p. 68) 

3. The House of Levesque de 

Pouilly (p. 68). 

4. The Stores ; Galeriea E^moiaes 

(p. 73). 

5. The Maisoti Fossier (p. 75). 

6. The House of J. B. de la Salle 

(p. 76). 

7. The House of the Enfant d'Or 

(P- 75). 

8. The Statue oi I^uis XV. (p. 70j. 



I 9. The Musicians' House (p. 80). 

10. The House of De Muire (p. 83). 

11. The House of Le Vergeur (p. 85). 

12. A 16th Century House (p. 86). 

13. The Genera! Post Office and 

Chamber of Commerce (p. 87). 

U. The Cloister of the Pranciscaji 

Friars (p. SO). 
I 15. The House of Thlret de Prain 

{p. 89), 
16. The House of de la Pourcelete 

(p. 92). 



^ Plac* du Parvl* 

The Pla«e du Parvia (pAo/o 6efow) is in front of the main fagade of tho 
Cathedral. The shells made enormous craters there. 

In the centre of the square stands an Miuoatrlan atatu* of Joan-of^rci 
by Paul Dubois, of which there is a replica in the Place Rt. Angustin in Paris. 
It was removed in May, 1918, by the Historical Jlonuments Department 
(pkolo abovF). 



hete/l^ The iiiand UHH. 



* Looking towards the Cathedral, the 
tourist will see on the right the ruins 
of the Hotel du Lion d'Or and of the 
Udtd de la Maison Rouge. 

The latter was completely destroyed. 
Above the door was the inscription ; 
" In the year 1429, at the conseeration of 
Charles VII., in this hostelry — then called 
the ' Stri ped Ass ' — the father and 
mother of Jeanne d'Aroq were lodged at 
the expense of the Municipality." In 
reality only the father of Joan-ot-Arc 
lodged there. 

It was at the Hotel 'du Lion d'Or 
{photo opposite) and at the Grand Hotel 
{No. 4 in the Rue Libergier, which opens 
out in front of the statue of Joan-of-Arc) 
that the Field-Marshal French stayed 
in August, 1914, and later General von 
Zuehow, commanding the Saxon troops 
which entered Rheims on September 4, 
1914. 

On the right of the Cathedral are 
the r'uina o! the Archbishop's Palace 
(see plan, p. 33). A general view of theta 
is seen In the photograph on p. 48. 

Th* Arclibiahop'* Palace 

Of the three buildings which surrounded every Cathedral in the Middle 
Ages — the bishop's palace, the cloister of the canons, and the house set apart 
for the sick and poor (Hotel-Dieu) -only the archbishop's palace existed at 
Eheimsin 1914. It extended all along the south lateral fa^e of the 
Cathedral, on the site of the ancient abode of St. Nicaiae, which had replaced 
a Roman palace. Of the ancient building erected by the successors of 
St. Kicaiae down to the 13th century, there remained only the graceful two- 
storied chapel, doubtless contemporary with the ehevet of the Cathedral. 
The round entrance tower, known as Eon's tower (from the name of the 
heretic who was imprisoned there in the 12th century), and the great bronze 
stag placed in the middle of the courtyard by Archbishop Samson in the 
nth century, still existed in the 17th century, but about that time the one 
was demolished and the other melted down. This stag, into which on feast- 
days wine was poured, which flowed out again by the mouth, was a beautiful 
specimen of the art of the old metal -founders of Rheims. 

The archbishop's palace and most of its rich collections were burnt in the 
fire of September 19, 1914. Of the palace proper there remains only the 
great chimney-piece of the Salle du Tau, on which the Latin motto, " Good 
faith preserved makes rich," is inscribed (sef p. 641, the very opposite of the 
German " scrap of paper " theory. 

The Aroh*vtch6i The buildings which lined the courtyard were of 
different periods. The wing abutting on the entrance-gate was 19th century, 
while the correct but heavy and dull southern fa9ade was rebuilt in the 
17th century by Archbishop Maurice Le Tellier, from the plans of Robert 
de Cotte. 



Tha Salla du Tau Cor Mngti' Hall> 

(See. plan, p. 33. ) 

At the battom of the courtyard there used to be a large late 15th and 
early 16th century hall, access to which was gained by a horse-shoe stair with 
late nth century wrought-iron hand-rail. 

A Bmail porch-hke structure at the top of the stair was an unfortunate 
addition of 1825. 

The hall waa known as the 9aXtm du Tau, in memory of the ancient palace 
which was shaped like the Greek letter Tav, or the Kings' Hall, on account 
of the portraits of the Kings consecrated at Bheims. received in 1825. 

Built by the Cardinal Archbishop Gulllaume Bri^onnet between 1497 and 
1507, it comprised two stories. 



The upper hall, in which the 
royal banquet was served at the 
consecratioos, became the Stock 
Exchange at the beginninc of the 
19th century. It was dtstigured 
by poor paintings and false Gothio 
omamentatioQ at the time of the 
consecration of Charles X. 

The walls were hung with four 
admirable tapeatries by Pepersack 
and several others given by Robert 
de Lenoncourt. 

The vast chimney- piece with 
the Brifonnet and Church of 
Bheims Arms is all that the fire 
of 1914 spared of the ancient 
decoration. It is visible in the 
photographs on page 64, at the 
bottom of the hall. 

The lower hall, with its Gothic 
arching, was as large as the upper 
one. The capitals of the prismatic 
pillars and the key-atonea of the 
arches were adorned with escut- 
cheons, fleur-de-lys, flowers and 
crockets. 



-L). (See plan, p. -iS.) 



The *rehl-epi*eapnl OhApol 



This was without doubt the wort 
of Jean d'Orbats, the first architect 
oE the Cathedral. It resemtiled tjie 

latter in many respects. 

With its seven-sided apse, four- 
bay nave and lancet-shaped windowo 
without rubber-work, it was remark- 
ably slender and graceful. 

Its finest ornament was the 13th 
century baa-relief. The Adoratum oj 
the Magi, in the tympanum of the 
cnt-anc! door. 

The white marble inner portico 
of the door dated from the Restora- 
tion The other, formed of in-laid 
wood panels, was adorned with five 
16th or early nth century painted 
figuree. 

The lower chapel, partly subter- 
ranean, was fitted up as a laiudary 
museum in 1866 and 1896. 



Tfis ■oral AyMtrtniBnts 

Viom the Kingn' Hall, acce^ nas obtained to tive royal saloODS 
witii winilowR looking on the gardens aod adorned ivitfi porlruts of 
archbishopH. 

It wu in the archbishop's palace that the Kings stayed at llie time of 
their conwsjration or vrh«i pas'^ing through Rheirasr Hewn,- IV. Uvcd there 
durinii; hiH two xojnurns at Rbrima. He washed the feet of the poor on Holy 
Thnrwlay in the ^eat hail and listened to the sermon of Father Cotttm. 
[»iiisXni. and Richelieu Htaved therein 16*1, Louis XIV. in 1680. Peter the 
(ireat in 1717, Louis XV. in 1722 and ITU, the Queen in 176.1. Lotiia XVI. 
and Marie Antoinette in 1774, and Charles X. in 1825. From year VI. (Rcvoln- 
tion Calenilar) to IS24 it was occupied by the tribunals. The archbishope 
formerly held many Councils and Synods there, but lived there only rarely. 
In the Middle Ages they preferred living in their fortified eastle of Porte Mara 
iiee p. 8). In the I7th and 18th centuries they lived mostly Outside 
RheimH. 

After minting Ike ruins of the Arckinghop's Palace reUirn to the Piaee du 
Parvii. Take the Roe Libergier, crppodU the Cathedral, turning into Ihe first 
street oa the right {Rm Chanzy). The Museum is soon reached {see IHnerwrf, 
p. 61). 



Th« Musvum, formerly Th« Qrand Mminalra 

This fine 18th century building was erected by Kicolas Bonhomme in 
1743-1752. The carved entrance-door and terraced central pavilion, bordered 
with a fine balu.strado (damaged by shell splinters), are the remains of the 
ancient Abbey of .St, Benis, the church of wl;ich was destroyed at the time 
of the Revolution. The right wing was rebuilt in the 19th century, by order 
of Cardinal Thomas Gousset. The ground-flogr of Uie left wing is old, but 



the other floors are modem. These buildings were comparatively little 
damaged by the bombardments. 

Successively occupied since 1790 by the District Council, a free secondary 
Bchool, Knd by the Russians in 1814-1815, the buildings were handed over to 
the Grand Seminaire in 1822. Since the separation of the Church and State 
in 1905, they have been fitted up as a Museum. 

The Museum was struck at the beginning of the bombardment on Sep- 
tember 4, 1914, several pictures in the Modem Gallery being destroyed. 
Later, it was again hit by shells, but the greater part ot the collections had 
already been removed to a place of safety. 



Continue along the Rue Chanzy. whkh skirln Ike Theatre (1873), of which 
only the walls remain. Take the Rw de VeaU {first street on the lefi. See 
Itinerary, p. 61). 

Among the niins of this street, in the yaril of No. 18 on the left, is a building 
of wliich only the ground-floor and front witli large windows and spacioua 
dormers rem&tn. 

It was there that Napoleon I. slept aXter his return to Rheims. Hia room 
hod been preserved exactly as it was in 1814 (see p. 8). 

At No. 27 are vestiges of the old HAtal LavaaqHa da Poullly. Inside 
the court thero was a 16th century house, the residence of a family which 
furnished Gheims with some i-emarkable administrators, chief among whom 
was teveaqae de PouiUy, " lieutenant of the inhabitants." Among the cele- 
brated gueste received by him were Voltaire and Madame du Chiit«let (1749). 



BT. JACQL^ES. {Cliche LL.) 

In a letter to him, Lord Bolingbroke wrote : " / huw bvt three men wfio ore 
vx/rthy of governing the. nation : Yon, Pope and myadf." 

On the right, between Nos. 44 and 46, is the Rm St. Jacgves. 

Follow the Rue de Vesle to the end, where the Paris Oato stands, about 1 km- 
from the entrance, fo the Rue Sf. Jacques. 

This Gat« replaced the Vesle Gate which formerly abutted on the river. 
In consequence of the growth of the city it was built in the faufiovrg about 
1845. Its beautiful wrought-iron work (photo opposite), by the local maBter- 
locksmiths t«coq and Revel, was erected by the City in 1774, at the time of 
the consecration of Louis XVI. 

from the Paris Gale, return by the Rue de Vesk to the Rue SI. Jacques, on the 
right of which stands the Church of 8t. Jacques. 

The Church ofSb Jacquaa, whose fine tower contributed to the charm 
of the general appearance of the city, was destroyed by the bombardment* 
of 1918. Begun in the 12th century," it was Hnished in the 16th. Before the 
waTiitwaa the only parish church in Bheims which had been preserved intact. 



BT. JACQUES. {Cliche LL.) 



On the right . Btlfrv of the Church of St. Jaeqvtt. 

The Rue Si. Jacque* IecH£< to fA«Zi>i2{r Place Drouetd'Erlon, which waBmnch 
damaged by the bombardments of 1918 (photo oppoaiU). 

Formerly known aa Place de h Couture, this square, like the oldafieetfl with 
picturesque names : Rue dea Telliers, Rue du Clou-dana-le-Fer, Rvs de la 
BeUe Image, Sue de la Grosse-EcriUnre, Bae du Cadraii St. Pierre, formed part 
of the Quarlier des Loges, built in the 12th century by Cardinal GiuUaume- 
aux-blanches-mains for the wood and iron workers. The house-fronts above 
the first storey rested mostly on wooden pillars, leaving recesses or covered 
galleries on the ground floor. 

In the centre o£ the square stood a statue of Marshal Drouet d'Erlon, 
afterwards removed to the crossing of the Boulevards Gerbert and Victor 
Hugo, and replaced by a manumantal fountain, the gift of M. Sube. 

FoUou! the Place Drouel d'ErUm to the BoaUvard de la RipubUgiie, vMch 

akirla Tho Promonodan 



Seen from the Rue Buirette <i» ruiits). 

The Promenades, greatly damaged by the war, have sometimes been 
wrongly attributed to Lc Notre. Their designer was a Rheims gardener, 
Jean le Roux Commenced in 1731, they were finished and extended in 
1787. They were formerly reached by the Gates of Mars and Vesles, but 
preferably by the Promenade Gate specially opened in the ramparts in 1740 
and inaugurated by Louis XV. in 1744, on his return from Flanders, The 
Promenades were first called Cours Le. Pelletier {the name of the Intendant of 
Champagne, who approved the plans), then Cours Boyai, after the passage 
of Louis XV, They were encroached upon by the railway station, built in 
1860. 

In the centre of the Promenades, opposite the station, in the Square Colbert, 
Ifdd out by the landscape gardener Vare in 1860, is a statue of Colbert, 

Take Ihe Rue Thiers, which begins at the Square Colbert and leada to ffte 
H4tal-d*- Villa. 



Th» H«tel-d«-Vllle 

TluB building, which was destroyed by shell-fire on May 13, 1917, was 
wmilar in many respects to the old Hotel -de -Vi lie in Paris, burnt in 1871. 

Commenced in 1627, bom pla,ns by the Rheims architect, Jean Bonhomme, 
it was completed in st^ea. at long iaterrals. Only the central pawlum and 
the left-hand portion were 17th century. 

The building was a beautiful specimen of the architecture of the Louis 
XIII. period. Seventy-eight eolumns, Doric on the ground-floor and Corin- 
thian on the first storey, framed the windows of the facade, whose bases on 
the first floor carried trophies in bas-relief and a graceful frieze. The niches 
in the central portico were empty, but the pediment on twisted columns 
eaclosel an equestrian statue of Louis XIII. 

In the interior, in the great vestibule,a staircase with a remarkable wrought- 
iron balustrade led to the City library, which was destroyed by the fire of 
1917 (pkolo, p. 73f. 

On the right, the room where the Municipal Council meetings were held, 
contained rich panelling alternated with paintings by Lamatte, commrano- 
rating episodes in the history of Rheims. On the left, the mayor's ofBce 
contained magnificent Louis XVI, wood-work. 

On the other side ot the courtyard, in the centre of which is a statuo of 
" La Vigne," by St. Mareeaux, was the great marriage-hall, containing a Gallo- 
Roman mosaic, framed with rosettes and an interlaced border, representing 
a gladiatorial fight. 

A number of the pictures and works of art in the Hiitel-de-Ville were saved 
by the firemen and soldiers. The mosaic in the marriage-hall was protected 
by sand-bags and in intact 

In Ihe Place de VHotel-de-ViUe, heiween the Rue Thiers and the Batupie de 
France, are two smill streets : the Rue Salin and the Rue ie Pouitty. 



At No. 5 of the Rue Salin, the old 17th century Hotel Coqwhert, which was 
cleetroyed by the shells, uaed to be the headquarters (A the Society of Friend ti 
of Old Rheims. Several of tlie illustrations in this Guide are taken from the 
oolleotions of thia Societj-, 

In the Rue de PouiUy, close to the Hutel'de'Ville, are the ruina of the 
Qakries R^noises stores. These shope were partly housed in a Gothic building, 
of which only a few chimney-staeks remain (see chimney in photo helow). 

Opposite the Hotel-de-VUle lake the Rue Colbert to the Place des Marchia. 



r. The "Xaiaaa dt CEafaiit ^Or" 
. 75 (n 77). Tlic-'llfiUl dt la SaUf" 
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Built on the aite ot the ancient forum, the Market Square, before the 
war, atill contained several remarkable 15th netitury wooden houses. 
Unfortunately, they were destroyed by the terrible bombardment of May 
8-15, 1918, together with the Square. 



itid!: AdamandEi*. 



After turning lo the right, on leaving the Rue Colbert, and qmte dose to the . 
Sqtiare, at No. 4 ire the Rue de VArbalett, is the house, dating from the middle 
01 the 16th century, where J. ■■ ti« la Sail* was bom. 

Although thia house suffered from the bombardments of 1018, its front 
is practically intact. It is the finest Renaissance front in Rheims, after that 

of La Vervttur^ House (see p. 85). 

The carriage entrance is flanked with two life-size caryatids, popularly 
called Adam and Eve, on account of their nudity. Along the first storey 
runs a broad frieze omamentatcd with trophies of arms and a shield of 
unknown significance. Between two windows of thia storey a niche, resting 
on a console, is crowned with a canopy. The shops on the ground-fioor 
somewhat spoilt the general look of the building. The interior of the houBO 
was less interesting than the front. 

In the courtyard is a strikingly grai^ful three-storey turret (pkolo above), 
one side of which has collapsed. 

Among the wooden houses destroyed by the tombardment-s of 1918 in 
the Plaoedes Marches, the following must be mentioned : the Maison woamimr 
(see p. 76), which stood in the Square at the right-hand comer of the Rue de 
I'ArbaUte, and especially the Maiaon da I'Enfant d'Or (sometimes uxongly 
called the House of Jacques Callou), which stood near the Rue des Eliia. 
The latter house took its name from an old agn representing the gilt flgm« 
of a Bleeping child. Hence, punningly, the name Golden or Sleeping 
Cihild. 

In sjnte of ftlteraljons, thia house {phofn, p. 77), with its pent-house roof, 
two overhanging storeys, windows crowned with finiala, and sculptural 
decoration (.see rnrved console, p. 77), was a well-preserved apeoimen of 
15th century architecture. 

From the Place dee Marches, follow the Roe CoS>ert lo the Place Royal*- 



1 0/ Eipiawtnnj KnU 



va the le/t, aflti- thr Rue des Elut. (See p. 7 



Tha Placa Royal* 

The Place Eoyale, which had previously Buffered severely on September 
19-22, 19U, was completely destroyed by fire, with the exception of the 
modern buildings of the Soeiete G^n^rale Bank, duiiBg the bombardment 
of April 8-15, 1918. 

Commenced in 1756, from plans by the archjteet L^endre, it formed an 
oblong, of severe and imposing appearance, at the cross-ways of the four 
main streets of the City. In order to carry out Legendre's plans, forty-nine 
houses had to be acquired and pulled down. The Square remained unfinished, 
only three of its sides being built. The Louis XV. -XVI. transition style 
houses were of uniform construction, and were remarkable for their arcades 
and eaveless roofs, around which latter ran a balustrade. The central 
house (formerly the Hotd dea Fermea) bad a Doric front with a statue of 
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Mercury surrounded by eWldren arranging bales Or carrying gmpee to the 
wine-press. A siatwa of LohIb XV., jn the middle of the Square, was 
protected from the bombardmentB by masonry-work (pkolos,p. 78 and bebne). 

The monarch ia represented in & Roman mantle and laurel wreath. On 
either side of the pedestal are two allegorical bronze figures. One, a 
woman, holding a helm with one hand and leading a lion with the other, 
symbolizes gentleness of Government ; the other, a contented man resting 
in the midst of abundance, represents the happineae of nations. The wolf 
and the lamb sleeping side by side at their feet are symbolical of the 
Golden Age. 

The monument, inaugurated in 1765, is the work of Pigalle, but tbe two 



allegorioal figures, which are supposed to be portraits of the sculptor and hia 
wife, alone are original. 

The original statue of Louis XV. was removed at the time of the Eevoluti<m 
(August 1.5, 1792), and Bent to the foundry. It was first replaced by a 
pyramid surmounted by a " Fame," in memory of the defenders of the 
Patrie, then by a plaster Goddess of Liberty, and in 1803 by a trophy of 
arms and flags. The present statue, erected under Louis XVIII. (1818), 
is due to the sculptor Cartellier, and is an exact replica of the original 
one. 

It was on the steps of the monument that the Conventionist Ruhl smashed 
the Sacred Ampulla under the Revolution. 



From ihe Place Royale, return kt the Market Square, cross over to the Bve de 
Tambour (paraUel leith the Rue. Colbert). 

The Rue de Tambour owes its name either to the statue of a tambourine- 
player on one of its houses, or to the presence of the town-drununeT who 
lived in it. It was first damaged, then burnt, in April, 1918. 



Th£ hoase wag destroyed by bota^ardineat, but the sUtluea iteve Bared. 

Previous to 1918, old houses in this street were still numerous. The 
moat celebrated was the now connletelT destroyed Mualclana' Houaa 
(pAoto t^xwe), the true origin of which is unlinown. 

It has variously been supposed to have been the house of a rich bm^cesa, 
of the Tom Fiddlers' Brotherhood, and the Mint of the Archbishops of Rheims. 
The first storey of the fa? ade had been preairvel intact since the 1.3th century. 
In the Gothic niches which separated the mullioned and transomed windows, 
five large seated figures on carved coisoles (photo ahom) repreaented a 
lambmirine and fivie plaijer, a piper, a fikoier with crossed lees, a harpist 
and an tyrgan-qrindeT crowned with a garland of flowers. The falcon on the 
wrist of the central figure was removed by the organisers of the consecration 
of Charles X., as ifc was feared that the royal banners might get caught 

Fortunately, these statues, which are 
espression and vigour were removed to a plac 
destroyed. 

Thanks to a public subscription, the town was able to acquire them shortly 
before the war, thus preventing them from being sold abroad. 

The cellars of this house are curious, but there exists no proof that they 
date back, as has been said, to the Roman period. 

The adjoining honse (No, 22) is 14th century, and probably dates back 



to about the end of the reign of Philippc-le-Bel. Its front has been grently 
spoilt, but atJlI contains h line door surmounted by an ellipticaJ arch {photo 

At No. 13 of this street, two !3th century carved heads, one of a man 
and the otier of a wnman wearing one of the mortar- shaped hata in fnshion 
ttntjl the end of the reign of St. Louis, have been built into the facade. 

At the end of the Ruf de Tambour, lake the Rue de Mars, on lk( right of the 
Hntd-de-ViUe. at the end of which, on the left, stands the Triumphal Arck of 



Thia monument was long believed to be a, Roman sate — hence ita name 
— although the ornamentation of ita tour sides proves that it cannot origi- 
nally have been connected with the ramparte. It was only in the Middle 
Ages that it was included in the fortified castle (photo, p. 6) built by the arch- 
bishops a few steps to the rear. About 1334 its arcades were walled up, 
while towards 1654 it was buried under a mass of rubbish during the building 
of the fortifications. Partly disinterred in 1594, when the archbishops 
castle was pulled down, it was not completely cleared until 1816-1817 
Restored, then classed as aji kistoriml moaament (thanks to Prosper M^rim6e), 
it is one of the largest Romtm strueturee remaining in France, Forty-four 
feet high, one hundred and eight wide, and'sixteen thick, it was really a 
triumphal arch built on the Cesarean Way at the entrance to the town. 



ie centrt ; Romutua and Stmia lucHfd bn llie > 



probablj' in the 4tli century. It comprises three archM separated by fluted 
Corinthian columns which support the entablature. On the two main 
fa9adeB between the columns are carved medallions and niches which have 
lost their statues. The vaulting of the arches is divided into sunken panels, 
the carving of which is mostly in a good state ot preservation. Under the 
eastern arch Romulus and Rent-us are seen suckled by the she-wolf. Under 



the middle arch, the twelve months of the year, represented by persi 

t whom have been destroyed), occupied in the labours of the four 
I, surround Abundance and Fortune. Under the western arch Love 



is Been descending from the sky above Leda and the Swan. 

Behind the Mara Gate is the Phtce de la R^puhlique, ctmtaining a statue 
by Bartholdi, damaged by shell-fire. In front of the Gate, (ofce ike Bue 



Henri /P., leading beMnd the Hotel-de- ViUe, Ihai turn to the kfl tw(o the Roe 
de Sedan. The house at No. 3 was destroyed by shells, except the Louia XVI. 
f»«nt with its gracefully carved garlands, which escaped injury. 

Take the Rue dti Grenier-A-Sel, <m the, right, to the Hfttei No«i d« Mulra, 
on the left, at the comer of the Rue Lingwet. 

This house consisia of the remains of a sort of Henry II. manor with 
turrets and dormer-windows . The walls, rounded at the comers like tliose 
ot the Templars, are of brick and dressed stone. The ^inth separating the 
two stories is decorated with carved wreathed foliage. Fret-work and hexa- 
gonal points frame the windows, while a broad cornic<^ on consoles carries 
the roof. Formerly the residence ot the lords of Muire, this bouse was 
popularly known as the Maison des Petit s Pdtes, OH account ot the polygonal 
shape of the stones in relief. Theodore de Bpze, one of the leaders of the 
Reformation in France, hved there with bis friend, Noel de Muire, 



Take the Sue du Marc, which conlinueg the Sve du 6renier-a-Sel {photo 
above). 

The Ru* du Marc was the quarter where the old noble families and th^- 
higher bonrgfoisie of Rheime lived. It suffered considerably from the 
bombardments. 

At No. 3 IB a Henry rv. house, the windows of which are framed with 
graceful ornamentation (phoU> below). 

However, the most remarkable house in the street is undoubtedly the 
HAtel NIeolu Is verKaur (No. Ij, wiiioh, unfortunately, was parity 
destroyed by the sheila (see p. 85). 



Tha H6tttl NIcolKa La Varsaur 

the iDterior building, which has a ITth century carriage entrance, ofFem 
two fine examplea of 15th and 16th century architecture. It ia the finest 
BenaiBBance stjvcture in Rheims. The main front, incomparably tbe most 
graceful, was but Uttle damaged by the bombardments (photo behw). 

On the ground-floor Ihe great arched doorway is divided by a wooden 
post into two delicately carved compartments. Pilasters decorated with 
heads, flowers, birds, and horns of plenty frame the three stone- mullioned 
windows. Above these runs a frieze of trophies and medallions, with 
portraits of noble lords with upturned moustaches and pointed beards, and 
of great ladies with collfTettes and high head-dresses, gracious or haughty, 
standing well out in relief. 

On the first storey, carved panels above the^vindowsform a sort of broad 
firiese of bas-reliefs representing men-at-annn or knights of the time of 



FraagcriB I. and Henri II. fighting at tournaments with lance, sword, or 

In one of the rooms overlooking the Rue Pluche were, a fine stone ntajitd- 
piece decorated with graceful delicate foliage ; a timberwork ceiling with 
large and small beams, carrying panete decorated with scrolls, and 
16tti century tile-jUioring of terra-cotta, varnished and painted green and 
yellow. 

At thn back of the courtyard, a building, supposed by some to be an 
old chapel, had been transformed into vast cellars and stoie-rooms. The 
oaken ceiling of the latter, about fifty feet long and twenty-one broad, 
destroyed m 1918, was one of the most beautiful in the world. The beajns, 
whose extremities carried grotesque fipures, were carved on all their sides 
with foliage, dragons, birds, and fruits. The beams were connected by joists 
i«9tii^ on stems, which represented apes, dragons, persons, and foliage. 
Between the joists the panels had the appearance of scrolls. 

Afier visiting Ih' H6lel he Vermur, tvm to the right into Ikt Rue Plvche, 
vAich leads fo Ihe Place dee Marches. SMrf the Square on the left, then take 
the first streei on, the left : Rua Coumeaux. 



At No. IS are the ruins of the H6tei Roller de Monciin, destroyed after 
April, 1918. This house dated back to the Louis XV. period, but had been 
disfigured by modem alterations. The facade overlooking the courtyard, 
the entrance-hall, and the Btaircaac with ornamental balustrade, were inte- 
resting. At the time of the consecration o£ Louis XVI., one of the saloons 
was furnished tor the King's brother, the Comte (or Monsievr) d'Artoia, 
whence the name " Sue de Monsieur," formerly borne by the Bue 
Courmeaux. 

At No. 30 is a Renaissance door, almost intact (photo beloiv). 
At No. 34, at the comer of the Rue Legendre, is a late 16th century house, 
whose interior arrangement and facade are intact, except for the wood- 
work of the windows, which was modemiaed in the 18th centuiy. It 



WQS built on the site of tne old wool-market, after Marshal de Saint-Pwi!, 
at the time of the League, had compelled the inhabitants of the Faubourg 
C6re8 to destroy their houses. 

Return to the Rue Courm&mx and lake the Rue Bonhomme on the left, which 
leads to the Rue CAis. 

The Rub CdrAa was totally destroyed by fire, from the Place Boyale to 
the Post Office, which had to be given up in the autumn of 1914. 

At No. 30 is the Chamber of Commarca, one of the finest late 18th century 
bnildinga in Rheims. The magnificent Louis XVI. rooms escaped practically 
uninjured. The staircase leading to the, first stor.^y, with its -■-'---'- 
balustrade, is yery remarkable. 



Sve du Fnvbourg Cirlt. 



The Rue Ceria ends at the Esplanade Ciria {phol-o, p. 87), which was 
made outside the old ramparts near the Wrea Gate. The name C^rha 
is derived from a tower that long served as a prison (career, whence by 
corruption chair, eire. and then by false 
mythological aeBociation, Ceris). It was in 
this tower (no longer existing, but famous 
as early as the 9th centurj-) that, according 
to the chansons de geele, Ogier the Dane, 
handed over by Charlemagne to the custody 
of the Bishop of Rheims, was incarcerated. 

From the Esplanade continm, if deHred, 
by the Hue du Favbourg CMa (greatly 
damaged by the bombardments), to the 
Church of 8t. Andptf, a modem building 
erects by the architect Brunette, 

It was struck several times by sheila 
and will have to be rebuilt. As early as 
the first bombardment of September 4th, 
1914, shell splinters damt^ed the doorway, 
transept, stnined glass (part of which was 
Iflth century and came from the old church}, 
small oi^an, and the painting of the Bapliam 
of Chvu. Subsequently, the vaulting and 
parts of the walls collapsed. 

The Church poasesses a precious r*llquBry 
of copper (15th century) and a atetu* «f 
at. Andrd (patron of the church) of ptunted 
and gilded stone, attributed without autho- 
rity, to !KerTe Jacquea. 

BEtlQUiBY OB" ST. ANDBE 



Retitm to the Esplaruide C&^s, tvm to the kft at the be^nnhig of the 
Boulevard de la Paix, then to the. right into the Rus EuK^ne Desteuqua. 
At No. 19 of this street are the ruins of the Hdtsi Thirst do Pratn. 

Th* H4t*l Thir«t da Prain 

"BaB was a mansion in the days of Henry IV. and Louis XIII. Bichelien 
Btajed tbere in 1641. 

An imposing building, bordered with streets on its four sidea, it had 
retained its original appearance. The carriage- entranoe in the Rue Eugjne- 
Deeteuque alone had been rebuilt in 1697. The principal entrance was 
surmounted with a gallery, the walls, ceiling and beams of which were 
covered with delicate decorative paintings. 

On the first floor one of the caraer rooms, looking east, contained a large 



In the aiUTiyard 0/ JVo. 9, Rue dti Troii-Raitiiiel^ 

Henry IV. mantelpiece, above which were the arms of the nobles of Frain. 
Only the metallic portion remainR. 

The doTe-cot of tho Hotel, a massive square tower with peut-house roof, 
overlooking the Eue d'Avenay, was destroyed by the bombardments. 

On the left of the Bue Eugene-Destettq-ue, opposile Ike HMd Third-de-Prain, 
13 Ike Eue dea Trois-Raisinete. At No. 9 are the ruina of a Franciscan Cloister 
Ipholo above). 

Tiiis street (photo below), like the Cloister, suffered severely from the 
bombardments. 

Return to the Rue Eugene- Deste-uque and foUow the same as far as the Eue 
de la Grue {on the. right). This street was badly damaged by shell-fire and 
is impracticable for motor-cars. 

It was named after the sign carved on a stone {pholo, p. !)1) of the house 
at No. 5 (entirely destroyed by the shells). At the end stood the house where 



i.nimdaTrvit-muin, 



J. B. Colbert was bom (at the comer of the Rues CerSs and de Nanteuil, 
pftoto below)- 

Return to the Rue Evgime-De»leuque. folUm U ag far aa the Rue de 
rUniversit^. Tiirti into the latter on the kfi. 

This street was destroyed aa early as September, 1914. At Ko. 25 are 
the ruins of a Professional School for Girls, formerly the St. Martha HoBpital. 
The latter, also known as the " Hcipital des MagneuRea," was founded in the 
I7th century bv Mesdames de Magnenx, and rebuilt in the 18th centurv 
m the Louis XVI. style. 



At No. 40, opporite the Sub-lh^wtflre, now in minf, is 
J«an MAlllafar, named after the rich merchant who built it in 1652. It 
was scarcely finished, when it was chosen — and this was a source of pride to 
ita owner — aa an abode for Anne of Austria, at the time of the consecration 
of Louis XTV. The inside of the courtyard alone has retained practically 
its ancient appearance. The front looking on the street had recently been 
put back and altered. Some of the sculpture which adorned it came from 
another house. 

A sAort dialance farther on, on lh$ left, is the Place Godinot, named after a 
canon of th» 18th century, who caused numerous alterations to be made in 
the decoration of the choir and sanctuary of the Cathedral. 

Take the Rue St. Just on Ike righl, and folhw its 'Xmtinualion (the Rite des 
AngJais) as far as the Rue d'Anjou, inftieA take on Ike rigkl. 

The H«t«i da lA Paurcei*tte (No. 7) evokes mcmoriee of MahiUon, 
who lived there when a young student at the University of Bheime. 

. At (he end nf the Rue d'Anjou, turn to the left into Ike Rue du Cardinal de 
Lorraine, and foUaw the same to the short Rue des Toumelles on the lefi. 

In the house at No. 3 of this street were incorporated the turret and two 
principal mndows of an old Gothic 16th century structure, situated at No. 18 
of the Rue des Anglalis, and in ruins since 1S9S. The drawing-room likewise 
contains a large stone chimney-piece, which formerly stood in the great hall 
of the old house. 

At the endof Ike Sue def ToumeUea, turn to the right into the Rve des Fvailiert, 
which kads to Ike Place du Parvis. Croft the latter to Ike Rjie Trtmstm 
DucQiidray. Follow this street, which runs between the Palais de Justice and 



the Theatre, (ttrw to the left, in front of the latler, into (fie Rve de Veale, mid lakt 
thejarst afreet on. the right, the Rue de TaUejrand. 

FoUow this street, the greater part of which was destroyed by Are 
dnring the bombardmenta of April, 1918. It suffered further damage in 
the months that followed, and a nimiber of interesting old bouaea nere 
destroyed. 

ram into the first alreel on the right (Rue du Cadran St. Pierre), and follow 
the same as far cm the Rue de la Clef. Take the latter on the right. 

Before doing bo, however, take a look at the fln« Lauls Xlll. sntnuiM 

(photo, p. 92) of the bouse at No. 20 of the Rue du Carrouge opposite. 

At No. 4 oft/ie Rue de la Clef are the ruins of the former H4t«l da Basanns^ 

Eartly buat by Pierre de Bezannea, laentenant of Rheims in 1468 This 
ouse contams some fine 16tb and 18tb century woodwork. 



The Rue des Deux Angee, which continues the Rue de la Clef, leads lo th 



Tht Finer Haiialr in arm ia the bnckgrnuiid. 

Place du Palais, destroyed during the bombardmer>ts of April, 1918. In 
this scmare stands the PAlaia d« Juatlca. The Palais replacied the old 
H6tel-I)ieu, but has been atmoat entirely rebuilt. It is a building of little 
note, the principal entrance in particular being stiff to excess- 
Its only interest is prov'ded by two relics of the past ; the vast cellars 
or subterranean vaults wiih pointed arches supported by columns with 
Gothic capitals : and the f^.^pde of the Audience-Chamber, formerly the 
principal ward of the old Hotel DiPu, the exterior of which has retained its 
venerable appearance and the interior, vestiges of its lofty timber-work and 
wainscoted vaulting. 



Ontheleftof the Palaia take the Rue Camol,deatxoysdhj1iKbomhaT6meiatB 
of April, 1918. 



The Rue Camot oommunicat«a with the courtyard of the Chapter- 
House, also burnt, by a great gate and passage which pass right through a 

This entrance was built about 1530, in the transition style between ihe 
Gothic and Renaissance. Its elliptical arch bears a scutcheon with the arms 
of the Chapter. Consoles, decorated with grote9f|ue figures, support the 
beams. The points ot the turrets have disappearci, a supporting shaft has 
been mutilated, and the carved wooden leaves of the door have bea» removed 
to the Lyc^, yet the gate is still imposing. 

It is the last remaining vestige of the Chapter buildings which, with their 
gates closing at the same time as those of the city, at the sound o£ the bell, 
formed a " city within a city." In point of fact, the Chapter was once lord 
of that part of the city which Uea around the Cathedral, and which it at 



The Xarthtrn Tmmepl n( I 



tered. The canons, jealous of their prerogatives, were often in conflict 
with the archbishops. 

A tew capitals and shafto of the ancient cloister of the Chapter, adjoining 
the Cathedral, were recently discovered and placed under one of the pent- 
houses built between the buttresses of Notre-Dame. 

Oo through the gate, eroaa the. Place du Chapilre, follmv Ihe Rue dn Preav 
towards Ihe Cathedral, then turn, lo the right into the Rue Robert de Comy, which 
leads back to Ike Place dv, Purvis Notre-Dame 



BICOND ITINKRARV FOR VISITINQ RHSIMS 




Starling from the Place du Parvis-Nolre-Dame, take the Rue Lihergier, 
opposite the Cafkedral. Turn to the left into the Rue Chonzy, which vae 
destroyed by the bombardmenta of Apnl-August, 1918. 
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tlnlh Cnaury\ 

at So. 71 

Rim Chan!!/ 



The ruins of the ISth century HAtsi Lacolil* da Oourtacnon may be 

Beea at No. 71 of this street. It was destroyed by the bombardments 
of April, 1918, with the exception of a part of the front. The finely 
carved door and remarkable ironwork of the balcony are visible m the 
above photograph. 



The Hoaplca No«i eaqu< (fonnerly Hospice St. Marcoul), on the right, 

was seriously diimaged by the bombardments of April, 1918. It dated 
from the middle of the 17th century, and was well preserved, with the exception 
of the chapel, rebuilt in 1873. 

Take the Rue de Conirat, on the left, which leads to ike Rue de rUniyereit^ 
Inserted in tJie facade of the house at No, 65 (on the right), and in the wall of 
tlie Lycee (on the Ie/it),are two stone boa- rel left ornamented with tropliiea 
of arms and Roman insignia, the sole remaining vestiges of the Porte Basre 
(frmn Basilea) which formerly stood there on the Cfesarean way, at the southern 
extremity of the Gallo-Roman town. {See photo above of tlie rigkl-huTid 
bas-Telief.) 

FaUow the Rue de rUniversitc and skirl the Lycte dttQArfonB, of which 



6, Jlua VauthitA 
Oneiaertideaf 



e of the buildinp are left. The rest waa burnt or 

The Lycee replaced the old ColUge des Bona EnfaiUs, founded in the Middle 
Ages, anci rebuilt in the 16th century by the Curdioal de Lorraine, founder (A 
the University of Rheims. 

Of the old College, only the central part remained, in the second oonrt 
bnilt by Archbishop Charlca Maurice Le Tellier in 1636 and the followilg 

The gate of the Gemr des Etudes dates from 1688. 

The ancient door of the Collfege — the tympana of whose aroading oontain 
two laughing and crying heada — was transferred to the entrance of the 
Petit Lycee, at No. 5 of the street on the right of the Lycee (Rue Vauthier-le- 
Noir) {photo above). 

Shortly after the Lycee, turn to the right into the Place Oodiiiot, then, take the 
Bwe St. Pierre-les-Dames on the right. At No, 8 are the ruins of tile AbMy 
of Bt. PI«iTe-laa-Da.ma*. 

Of this celebrated Abbey, where several royal persons stayed ; Mary 
Slvart twice, in her childhood and after she was widowed ; Henry IV., on a 
visit to his cousin, the Abbess Renee II. ; Anne of Austria, of whom the 
Conjugation library contains a portrait ; there remains hardly anything but 
two 16th century pamltons belonging to the period when Ren^ de Lorraine, 
sister of the Queen of Scotland and aunt of Mary Stuart, was abbess of the 
convent. Built of stone and brick with marble incrustations, and adorned 
with beautiful carvings, those pavilions were pure Renaissance in style. 
The head of an angel with unfolded wings and the head of a grinning demon 
surmounted the two windows of one of the ground- floors. On the first floor 
of the same pavilion the window, framed with delicate ornaments, opened 
above a cornice, the principal sculptural subject of which was a nude woman, 
helmeted, suckling two children. 



Bf Rue tit. Pitrvt- 



The Rue St. Pierre-lea-Danim leads to the Rue des Mvrs, into which lum 
to the right, then to the left into the Rue du Barbdlre. Fvllow the latter to Ihf end. 
This street suffered greatly from the early bombardmenta, and was almost 
Kitirely destroyed in the Bummer of 1918. 

dl Nos. 137 and 139, at the comer of the Rue Montlaureat, are the ruins of 

the HAtal F4rat do MonUaurant. 

HAtol P<r«t da MontlauranL 

This large building, occupied by the Cerde Gaiholique, was commenced 
about 1640 by Hubo^ Feret, a Lieutenant of the people, and the moat 



celebrated member of a family which played an important part at RhdniB 
in tiie 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. The outside fo^e has been greatly 
altered. At No. 137 it was entirely rebuilt undei Louis XVI. At No. 139 
the ground-floor openings have been modified. 

Aa in many of the mansions of the 16th century, most of the decoration 
is on the inner facades. Inside the courtyard, on the ground-floor of the 
wing abutting on the Rue Montlaurent, there is a six-arched gallery which 
was damaged but not destroyed (pkolo, p. 99). Between the arch. centres 
and at the ends of the gallery are seven niches, three feet high, enclosing 
stone statuee of the sun and the six planets known ia the 16th century. 

Taken in their order they are : Saturn, with a scythe in his hand and 
serpent round his arm, devouring a child, and the zodiacal signs Aquarius 
and Capricomun at his feet ; Jupitar, holding a lighted torch, with Sagittarius 
at bis feet ; Mars, armed from head to foot, surmounting Cancer and Aries ; 
the Bun, personilied by Pbcebus with flowing mantle, a hon at his side ; 
Venua, clothed only in her hair, sunnounting Taurus and Batena ; Marcury, 
with wings on his head and heels, the caduceus in his band, Viriro and Gemini 
at his feet ; the Moon, represented by Diana bearing a crescent ; below her 
Scorpio. 

The escutcheons on the wall at the back of this facade bear the initials 
of IWgnault Feret, who completed the mansion. In the second court there 
ivre still vestiges of the cliapel of this family, 

Al No. 142 of the same street, the entrance to the Oour Maupinot (one of 
the num?roas coiirs which have survived in Rheims) is framed in pilasters, 
the carved enfcihlature of which supports a triangular pediment (photo bfbno). 

The Bite Baridlre ie cottliaiied by the Eue dee Salinea, which leads to lie 
Place St. Nieaise. 



RBNAIBSANCB, 



Tbe Plac« St. Kieaiae was destroyed by the bcanbardmentB of April- 
Angost, 191S. It took its name from the celebrated Bishop of 
Bheims, who, with his sister St. Eutropia, was put to death by the Vandals 
in 407. 

The Church of St. Nicaise, rebuilt in the 13th century by Libergier and 
Robert de Couoy, was destroyed at the time of the Revolution. Amongst 
other curiosities it contained a loose pillar, which Peter the Great had pointed 
out to him at the time of his journey through Rheims. 

At the comer of the Place St. Nicaise, between the Boulevard Victor- 
Hugo and the Rue St. Nicaise, is the entrance to the OhBmpron Caiiars, 
in which the Dvbail school was installed during the war {see p. 24). 

Take the Hue St. Nicaise to the Boulevard Henry Vasnier {photo below), 
turn into the latter, oa the right, and follow same as far as the Rond-Point 
St. NlcalM. 

All this part ot the town, which was quit* close to the German lines, 
was constantly tmder the Gre of their guns. It was violently bombarded 
during the German offensives of May, June and July, 1DI8. 

Near the Eond-Poiitt de SI. Nicaise are the Pommery Caiiar«, whiob. 
gave shelter to many citizens and school-classes during the war {see p. 24). 

Tho Pommery Callara 

Theee ceDars are among the finest in Rheims, and form, with their 
elev^t milee of streets, square and boulevards lighted by electricity, rMl- 
tracks, waggons, lifts, electric pumps and siphons, quite an underground city. 
A visit to them will give the tourist an idea of the importance and complexity 
of the Champagne wine industry in Eheims, 



. Nicaise, begins td 

Thia square was much cut up by the bombardmenta, and by the ti^iches 
and defenttve works made there during the war (-photo above). 

The square contains two emineneea, from the top of which there is a fine 
panoramic view of Eheims. 

The photograph on page 27 was taken from the eminence nearest tJhe 
Eond-Point St. Nicaise. 

The other eminence is crowned by a limestone tower — all that remains of 
the ancient city ramparts. 

FoUow the Boukvard Diaticourt to the Place Dieu-Lumiire. 

The name Dieu-Lamihre, borne by the old gate through which Joan-ot-Arc 
and the Dauphin entered Eheims, was not derived, as supposed at the 
Renaissance, from the Sun-God Apollo, but from the old Gate Dieu-U-Mire 
(God the Physician), so called in the Middle Ages on account of the proximity 
of a Cistercian hospital. 

Cross the aqaare and take the Rue IHeu-Lmniire on the right to the Place 
St.-Timothfe. The wood-panelled houses, whose hges faced the Place 
St.-Timothoe, were destroyed by the bombardments of April-September, 
1918, except the one at the comer of the Rue St, Julien. This house, though 
severely damaged, has retained its butcher's stall with I7th century wooden 
balustrading. 

Take the Sue St. Julien on the left lo the Place St.-Remi, in which Oanda the 

Church »r St. Rami. 
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The Church of 8ti Remi 



The Church of St. Remi is the oldest church in Rheims, and one of the 
oldest in all France. Although it is not certain that it replaced a Roman 
basilica, said to have stood on the site of the present transept, there is no 
doubt that Gallo-Roman building materials, taken from neighbouring edifices, 
were used in its construction or restoration. 

To-day, the church covers a ground- space of about an acre and a quarter. 
In shape a Latin cross, it measures inside about 450 feet in length, 98 feet 
in breadth and 124 feet in height under the vaulting. Only the southern 
fagade shows to advantage, but in spite of its varied styles, which mark the 
different stages of its growth, the church realises to the full the purpose of 
its founders. Its architecture and decoration, especially in the interior, 
make it, as was intended, a grand and dignified depository for sacred 
remains. 

The Church of St. Remi stands on the site of a former cemetery, in the 
middle of which was the Chapel of St. Christopher, where St. Remi was 
buried. The chapel soon became popular and grew rapidly, especially between 
the 6th and 9th centuries, when it became a great fortified church. The 
present church, which replaced it, is not only one of the finest Romanesque 
churches in the north of France, but also forms a curious epitome of the history 
of architecture for several centuries. Begun ia 1039 imder Abbot Thierry, 
it was stiU far from finished when consecrated in 1049 by Pope Leo IX. 
Building was continued in 1170 by Abbot Pierre de Celle, the future Bishop 
of Chartres, whcse restorations were the first application of the Gothic style 
to a great building in Rheims ; in the 13th and 14th centuries, imder Abbot 
Jean Canart, and in the 15th century, under Abbot Robert de Lenoncourt, 
Partially transformed at the end of the 16th century, it has been restored 
and partly rebuilt at intervals since 1839. 



The Church of St. Remi during: the War 

The Church of St. Remi escaped severe damage imtil the middle of 1918. 
The bombardment of September 4, 1914, injured one of the tapestries 
depicting the life of St. Remi, and destroyed a fine painting : The Entry of 
Clovis into Rheims. The bombardment of November 16, 1914, wrecked the 
apsidal chapel of the Virgin, bringing down the vaulting, destroying the 
key-stone and pointed arches, crushing the altar beneath a heap of ruins, 
smashing the magnificent windows of the apsidal gallery, and destroying 
the priceless 12th century stained-glass depicting Christ crucified between tJ^ 
Virgin and St. John. The Church narrowly escaped destruction when the 
H6tel-Dieu Hospital was burnt down in 1916. From April, 1918, it was 
marked down by the German batteries. The roof was entirely burnt, 
and the dummy vaulting of the nave collapsed. Of the fine 15th century 
timber-work nothing remains, but parts of the lofty 13th century vaulting 
over the choir and transept withstood the bombardment. The treasure, 
tapestries, sacristy doors, storied tile-flooring of the chapel of St. Eloi, 
the old stained-glass of the lofty windows, and the apsidal windows round 
the gallery of the first storey, were saved by the Historical Monuments 
Department. 

The tomb of St. Remi is intact. The relics of the saint which, at the 
request of the Archbishop of Rheims had not been disturbed, were removed 
by the vicar of the parish at the time of the final evacuation of the town. 
The reliquary was taken away by officers at a later date, while the church was 
burning. 



The ApM at St. noml Church 

The Apse was rebuilt under Pierre de Celle in 1170, in early Gothic. Blve 
three-sided radiating chapela arranged in three stages, one behind the other, 
have flowing and elegant lines, broken by the enormous projections of the 
buttresses which were added at a later period. 

This apse is one of the earliest religious edifices in France, in which flying 
buttresses were employed. 

The latter, very ample in des^, rest on outside fluted columns detached 
from the wall of the apse. This is one of the last examples of fluting, b» 
applied to columns, the process disappearing generally with the introduction 
of pointed architecture, only to reappear at the Renaissance. 

The perustence of this fluting is doubtless explained by the influence 
of the many specimens of Roman architecture whicn Bheims had preserved 



Tha Doorway of tl 

Although the transept dates from the 11th century, its southern la^ade 
was built in 1480 by Robert de Lenoncourt. 

The doorway, which bears the Lenoncourt arms, eoraprises only one door, 
divided by a pillar with statues of St. Remi and the Virgin. 

The deep vaulting of the door is ornamented with vine-foliage. At the 
base, in the supporting walls, are statues of St. Sixtus and St. Sinidus (the 
first missionaries to Rheims) bare-footed, clothed in long embroidered mantles 
and holding books. In the vaultii^ above the head-coverii^ of the mission- 
aries are eight groups of statuettes representing episodes in the Life and 
Passion of Jesus. 

Tourists who follow the Itinerary on page 95, come out by the Rue 
St. Julien, in front of the doorway of the south transept. The latter is 
between tie ruined apse (on the nght) and the south lateral fagade (ore the 



TbB 16th oentuiy leaves of the door are composed oi wood panels In 
blmd arcaditig, omametited with flowering clover. 

On the buttresses which frame the doorway are five statues of sointo, 
including St. Remi, St. Benedict, and St. Chiistophei carrying a kneeling 
Jesus on his shoulder. 

The tympanum of the gable above the great flamboyant window is 
arranged on a Gothic pediment. Its decoration represents the Aasvmption 
of tke Virgin and her crowning in Heaven. 

On the top of the pediment, and crowning the whole, is St. Michael 
trampling Satan underfoot. 

The whole of the doorway is a beautiful example of Flamboyant Gothic. 
Its rich carvings and delicate ornamentation are in striking contrast witli 
the severity of the rest of the building. 

At the intersection of the transept, there was formerly a wooden spire, 
built in 1394, which was pulled down as unsafe in 1825, by order of those 
who had charge of the arrangements connected with the consecration of 
Charles X. 

On the right-hand side of the transept, and also in the north transept, 
are small semi-circular chapels. 

•outh Uitaral Ftt^ada 

This front has the bare, massive appearance of the 11th century bufldings. 
The remarkable Roman arches, massive buttresses and blind doorway, framed 
by two primitive capitals with a, wreath-shaped astragal, are apparently 
vestiges of constructions of an earlier date than those of Abbot Thierry. 

The semi -cylindrical abutments are among the oldest of raediteval 
buttresses. They are crowned with cones or capitals, the greater part of 
which are devoid of decoration. 



■nt« WMt Front of St. Rernl Churah 

Between ite two towere, this gabled facade, the recesses and blind arcadmg 
of ^^oh form almost its sole decoration, is in strong contrast with the principal 
facade of the Cathedral. At once elegant and severe, like most of the monaatic 
buildings of the 12th century, it lacks unity. All that part situated above 
the five windows of the first storey, including the rose-window, has been 
rebuilt in modem times. The very simple rose-window, between two lines 
of superimposed arcading, is protected, in the Champagne style, by a relieving- 
arch. The northern tower (on the kft) was almost entirely rebuilt in the 
19th century, on the lines of the old one. The simpler southern tower (on 
the rigkl), with its arched windows and loopholes, is Roman of the 11th or 
12th century. The pointed part of the fa9ade is late I2th century, and datee 
from the time of the restorations by Herre de Celle. 

Three doors open on the nave. The central one is flanked by two columns 
with atatuea of St. Peter and St. Remi. The marble and granite columns 
came, no doubt, from some neighbouring Gallo-Roman building. These 
statues, with arms pressed close to their sides in the ancient stiff manner, are 
probably from the original basihcas. 



Ihe Chair) 



The Innar 8ld« «r the Wastam Doorway 

Hots, the architecture is peculiar. Pierced columns form a galleiy 
connecting the upper courses. The galleries of the first storey are supported 
by two great columnar ahafts, each formed of two jwrtions iomed by a stone 
ring and surmounted by bell-ebaped marble capitals. 'iHie columns and 
capitals are Gallo-Roman. 

Tha Nave 

Alterations were made at different tunes to the nave which, in the 11th 
century, had a timber-work root. Pierre de Celle lengthened it by two bays, 
the pomfced arches of which contrast with the circular ones of the lower bays, 
and also increased its height. Note the ogives above the round arches. The 
visible timber-work was replaced with vaulting on diagonal ribs sustained 
by clusters of small Gothic columns backing up against the Roman piers, 
the latter being still visible. These heavy piers (composed of fourteen small 
columns) which surround the central nave, and whose capitals (photo, p. 108), 
with Barbaric wreathed astragals and foliage, recall the Carollngian period, 
contrast strikingly with the hghtnees of the apse. They are undoubtedly 
11th century. All the stone vaulting of the nave, as far as the transept. 



The pulpit, mth its Benedictine monogram, ia late 17th century. It is 
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ornamented with three bas-reliofs ; St. Rcmi receiving the Sacred AmpuVa, 
St. Benedict imploring Ike Holy Spirit, and 81. Benedict giving the Injunction 
lo his monks. Aa far as the pulpit, on both sideB ot the nave, the granite 
colunmB restii^ on the piers date from the GaltoRoman period. 

The side-aiales of the nave are surmounted with a triforium {photo oftiwe) 
with semi-circular vaulting at right-angles to the nave. The south aisle is 
almost entirely in mina [photo, p. 107). 



The Tapastiiaa 

The priceless tapestries which, before the war, decorated the tribunalB 
of the side-aisles, were saved. 

Those given by Robert de Lenoncourt and restored by hu Oobdim, are 
rich in composition a,nd decorative effect. In an architectural frame of the 
Renaiiaance period, they represent the following legendary scenes from the 
life of St. Remi, the costumes belonging to the period of Francois I. : — 

1. ThebbndhermitMontanua visits the new-born Remi, who, touching him 
with his fingers wet with milk, restores hia sight. 

2. The hermit St. Remi, called by the people to the bishopric, receives 
the m itre. 

3. Four miracles are performed by the saint '. he extinguishes a hre lighted 
by demons in the city ; he restores life to a girl ; he is served at table by 
angels; when wine ran short at the table of his cousin Celsa, he blessed an 
empty cask, which was immediately filled. 

4. The Battle of Tolbiac ; Clovis instructed and bapdzed by Remi ; 
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the miraculous dove and an angel bring from heaven the Sacred Ampulla 
and the fleur-de-lys scutcheon. 

5. Remi gives Clovis a cask of wine, telling him that he will always be 
victorious so long as the cask remains full ; a miller who refused to give his 
mill to the Church, sees his wheel turn the wrong way and his mill fall 
down ; St. Genebaud, Bishop of Soissons, punished by Remi for his sins, 
is aftei-wards delivered from his fetters by the saint. 

6. The miracle of Hydrissen : Remi raises a man from the dead, who 
confirms his wish to leave a portion of his wealth to the Church, to the con- 
fusion of his son-in-law who contested the wUl. 

7. Remi contemplating a heap of com which he had collected to provide 
against famine, and which some drunkards had burnt. At a Council, Remi 
paralyses the tongue of a heretic priest, and then restores speech to him after 
repentance. 

8. Remi, singing Matins in the chapel of the Virgin, is assisted by St. Peter 
and St. Paul and blessed by Mary. Remi, blind, dictates his will in the 
presence of St. Genebaud and St. Medard. Remi recovers his sight, celebrates 
mass and gives the Communion to his clergy. Remi dies and four angels 
carry away his soul. 

9. Remi's funeral ; the procession goes towards the church of St. Timothy, 
where it is proposed to bury the saint, but in front of St. Christopher's, on 
the site of the present basilica, the saint, by making it impossible to Uft his 
coffin, manifests his desire to be interred in this chapel. The saint's winding- 
sheet, carried in procession, dispels the plague that had been ravaging the 
city. 

10. Angels transfer the relics of the saint to his mausoleum. A soldier 
who had tried to break in the door of the church, cannot withdraw his foot. 
Remi punishes the Bishop of Mayence, guilty of theft. Remi reveals himself 
with the Virgin and St. John. The Archbishop of Rheims, Robert de Lenon- 
oourt, kneelmg, presents the ten pieces of tapestry to the saint. 

The latter tapestry was riddled with splinters {photo, p. 110) during the 
bombardment of September 4, 1914. 



The Treasuro 

This was kept in the sacristy, the 15th century carved wood doors of 
which have Flamboyant style frames. 

Formerly the richest of all the church treasures of France, it was impover- 
ished in the course of the centuries, through wars and revolutions. 

The enamels by Landin of Limoges (1633), dedicated to the lives of 
St. Timothy and St. Remi, a 12th century abbot's crosier, reliquaries 
and sacerdotal ornaments are noteworthy. 

The treasure was removed, together with the doors of the sacristy, by the 
Historical Monuments Department. 



The North Transept 

Three small white marble Gallo -Roman or Carolingian capitals crown the 
colonnettes of the triforium. 

Formerly, the church contained several tombs. Let into the wall of the 



nortK transept is a Latin epitaph, praising tlie virtues of a woman named 
Guiberge, who seems to have combined in her person the perfections of six 
women, i.e. the beauty of Rachel, the fidelity of Rebecca, the modesty of 
Susanna, the piety of Tabitha, the warm affections of Ruth, and tie high 
morals of Anna. 



ituKtrnde rowid the Choir (set j 
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Tha South TrAnCBpt 

The firat chapel on the right of the apse, against the tianaept, is the chapel 
of St. Eloi. 

In 1846, forty-eight storied flag-stones, taken from the flooring of the 
sanctuary of the church of St. Nicaise and collected by the architect Brunette, 
were placed there. 

These 14th century lozenge -shaped stones are engraved in black, the 
hoUowcd-out portions being filled with lead. Each stone has a pretty border 



with a, square medallion, in Uie middle o£ which two or three figures represent 
& scene from the Old Testament, from Noah to Daniel in the lions' den. 

This chapel also contained two very expreesiv 
paint«d wood and a 14th century Christ, all of which ci 
of St. Balsamic. 

The second chapel on the eastern aide of the south transept contained an 
Entombment dating from I53I. In this group, which belonged to the old 
church of the Commandery of the Temple of Rheims, Joseph of Arimathea 
and Nicodemua hold the winding-sheet. Salome, and Mary the mother of 
St. James, stand near the tomb, while the Virgin, overcome with grief, is 
supported by St. John. 



{Cliche LL.) 

Facii^ this Burial Scene was the Altar-screen of the Three Baptisms, 
the work of Nicolas Jacques and the gift of Jean Lcspagnol in 1610. Thij 
screen, which formed the background of the baptismal fonts, represented in 
three bas-reliefs ; The baptism of Clovis (ore the right), the baptism of Jesus 
by John the Baptist (in. the centre), and the baptism of Constantine (ore (Ae 
left). 

The railing round the baptismal fonts belongs to the second half of the 
18th century, and was taken from the church of St. Kerre-le-Vieil. 
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Tha Oholr Of St. Rsml Church 

The Choir was rebuUt by Pierre de Celle. The plan is very like that of the 
choir of the Cathedral, of which it is the prototype. 

As in the Cathedral, it intrudes upon the nave, of which it occupies the 
three last bays. In the latter, the columns placed against the six piers were 
removed. The groups of small columns which support the ribs of the vaulting 
rest upon a corbel-tahle carried by three consoles {photo abojx), which in turn 
rest on colonnett«8 with crocketed capitals. The central consoles are orna- 
mented with figures of angels and symbolic animals, while under ^e lateral 
consoles are statuettes of prophets holding scrolls, on which their namee eax 
inscribed in painted letters. 

Five circular radiating chapels open out on the vast ambulatory. The 
plan of the latter, like that of Notre-Dame-de-ChMons,evokeeall that is most 
original in the Gothic architecture of Champagne. The bays with their 
alternations of square-ogival and triangular vaulting do not correspond 
with the breadth of the radiating chapels, which are connected to one another 
by three arcades resting on light columns. In the lower nave, from the 
curiously large number of points of support, it would seem that the builders 
had donbts as to the strength of the pointed style and, by way of precaution, 
greatly increased the number of points of support inside the church and of the 
exterior buttresses. The tribunes rising above the arcades are surmounted 
with a triforium Ughted by high windows, which still retain their beautiful 
early 18th century stained-glass. The somewhat stiff figures stand out on a 
uniformly blue ground. In the upper part, apostles, evangelists, and the 
sixteen greater prophets are grouped around a stately Virgin, In the lower 
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part, t&e principal archbishops of RheimB on thrones are seated round St. Eemi 
wlio occupies the place of honour below the Virgin. In the two last windows 
are ed^eeof ArchhishopB Samaon (deceased in 1161) and Henry of France, 
during whose episcopate Pierre de Celle caused the apse to be built. 

The choir is surrounded by a Renaissance railing which is out of harmony 
with the general scheme. It was erected between 1656 and 1669, at the joint 
expense of the widow of the famous barrister Omer Talon, the Town Council, 
the Duke of Longueville, and the Grand Prior of St. Remi. The sculptor 
Francois Jacques aeema to have co-operatod therewith. 

The great croum of light hanging at the entrance to the choir was an imita- 
tion of the original crown, destroyed in 1783, and which was garnished with 
ninety-six candles, symbolizing the ninety-six years of St. Bemi's life (see 
p. 108). 

The 18th century high-altar of red marhle which, like the cross and the 
six chandeliers, came from the church of the Minims, was crushed beneath 
the falling vaulting. 

At the time of the Revolution (1702) the chandelier {mftsterpiece of the 
old Rheims metal- founders), which adorned the centre of the Sanctuary, 
was broken and melted down, with the exception of a portion of one of the 
feet. This fragment (photo above), preserved in the Archieological Museum, 
was destroyed by the tKnubardmeat of 1914. 



Th* T«mb and Reliquary Of St. Rami 

The present tomb, erected in 1847, ia only a memorial of the sumptuous 
mausoleum, profusely decorated with gold medalR, diamonds and sapphires, 
which was destroyed at the time of the Revolution. 

It is a Renaissance ehapel, ornamented with the statues of the original 
tomb, which form by far the most interesting part of the monument. The 
twelve Peers are represented in their coronation robes : the Archbishop, 
Duke of Rheima, carries the Cross ; the Archbishop, Duke of Laon, the sceptre ; 
the Bishop, Count of Beauvais, the royal mantle ; the Bishop, Count of 
Chillons, the ring ; the Bishop, Count of Noyon, the girdle ; the Duke 
of Burgundy, the crown ; theDulceofAquitaine, the standard ; the Ihike of 
Nonnajidy, a second standard : the Count of Flanders, the sword ; the Count 
of Toulouse, the spurs ; the Count of Champagne, the military standard of 
the King. 

The Reliquary of St. Remi, which is in the n-ausoleum, dates from 1896. 
It was bought by national subscription and presented to the church on the 
occasion of the centenary of the baptism of Clovia. In the niches of the lower 
part of the reliquary are statuettes of the twelve apostles. Higher up, in 
the recesses of the long sides, enamels illustrating episodes in the life of St. Remi 
are imbedded. On the two ends, two enamels represent the Battle of Tolbiac 
and the Baptism of Clovis. 



Leave the Church of Si. Remi by the western doorway, which, faces the Place 
lie VHOpital civil, cross the square, then tvm to the right into the Rue Simon. 
The entrance to the H6tel-Dieu Hospital is on the right. 



The HAtal-Dlau 

This hospital is installed in the buildinga of the andent Abbey of the 

Benedictine monka ol St. Eemi who, for centuries, were the guardians of the 
relicB of the famous Bishop of Bheims. 

I>uring l4ie invasion, at the time of the Revolution, the Abbey was trans- 
formed into a military hospital, but it was only in 1827 that it became officially 
the/fdfei-i)te);,inplaceof the old Municipal Hospital (see" Palais de J vsfiee, ' 
p. 93). The furnishings of the latter were then transferred to the Abbey 
buildings, disaffected since the Restoration. 

Of the ancient abbey, where C'harles-le-Simple and the Due Bobert were 
proclaimed king, and where several archbishops were elected, only a few 
vestiges remain. Damaged by the fires of 1008, 1481, and \'!5\, it was com- 
pletely destroyed by the great conflagration of January 15, 1774. The 
present abbey, rebuilt by Duroche, the King's architect, was scarcely finished 
w hen the Rcvolutiwi broke out. 

Incendiary bombs dropped by German aeroplanes in August, 1916, 
destroyed most of the buildings. 



The second court, that behind the main buildings, is bordered by a cloister 
built by the Rhclms architect, Nicolas Bonhomme, in the first part of the 
18th century, in place of the 13th and 14th century cloister destroyed in 1707. 
The buttresses of the side which abuts on the church of St. Remi, and those 
of the opposite side, are 12th centuiy. 

The marble fountain with bronze furnishings, in the centre of the court, 
was fonnerly in the Place St. Nicaise. It was erected in 1750 from designs 
by Cousbm. 



Tkrmigh Oie windotcs a (un Uie SarUi Front of St. Beml. 

At tAe 6acjl: of the court, on the left, ia an exceedingly' fine Louis XVI. 
Htaircase with wrought-iron handrail (photo ofciw). 

The LKpldary Museum, which waa formerly in the crypt of the archi- 
episcopal chapel {sff p. 65), was installed under oDe of the galleries of the 
cloister in 1896. Of the tombatoneB, storied floor-tiles, aod various earrings 
which it contains, the most remarkable is the Tomb of Jovinuo. 

Consul in 367, Jovinus commanded the armies in Gaul, under the Emperor 
Julian, and successfully resisted three attempts at invasion by the AlemannL 
As a Christian, he founded a basilica at Rheims. 

The white marble tomb with carvings is apparently GrEeco-Roman of 
the 3rd century, and dates ba«k before the time of Jovinus, who died in 370. 
It is possible that Jovinus had the first occupant of the tomb ejected, or 
that he bought an old sarcophagus and had his own portrait affixed to it. 

The chapel instaJIed in the old library of the abbey contained some fine 
Louie XVI. wood carvings (see photo below of the rains of the chapel). 



CHiPEL OF T 



The chapter-tiousa of the abbey, which served as a refectory, was rebuilt 
about the end of the 12th century. With its pointed arches, it belonged to 
the earlj' period of Gothic architecture. The most remarkable portion was 
the veetibule facing the cloietcT. The deccration of the lateral arcades of 
the vestibule included Roman capitals, nearly aU of which are intact {photo 
behw), and which are of great value from the standpoint of the history of 
ail and costumes. In the refectpry were the Godard tables made out of a 
single branch of a gigantic oak-tree from the forest of St. Basle. They were 
given to the old Hdtd-Dieii by Canon Godard, whose name ia incrusted in 
lead in the wood, as a rebus : Go, followed by the figure of a dart (French : 
dard). 

Near the chapter -house, a round-aiched chamber was all that r 
of the early portion of the abbey. 



N THE VESTlBOIiE 



AfUt visiting the Holel-Dieu, foUow the Sue Simon, which skirts the Ecoh 
lie Medeeine, then turn to the right into the Rue St. Remi. At the end of same, 
take the Rue Gambetia on the left, and follow it as far as the H4pltal Un6ral 
6n the right. 

Thtt H&pltal Qdn^iwl 

This 13 the old Order-Houae o£ the Jtsuits, built at the b^Mning of the 
17th century. The rafactorv is ornamented with rich woodwork and paint* 
inga, by the Rheima artdst H^lart. Of greater interest is the library. 
situated under the gables, and which is reached by a fine staircase. The 
room is adorned with a profusion of wood-carvings and mouMings. Exceed- 
ingly fine consoles carry the ceiling, whose carved panels are profusely 
ornamented with crowns, polygons, florets and heads of angels. The oa&en 

Eilasters which separate the bookshelves are decorated with a variety of 
laves and flowers. In spite of this wealth of ornament, the general effect is 
harmonious. The recesses in the woodwork, opposite the dummy dormer- 
windows, were for reading. 

Ancient vines cover the walls of the chapel, near the entrance to the 
hojiiioL 

At the aide of the R&jnlal General stands the church of St. Maurlcs. 

This church was entirely rebuilt by the Jesuits after the destruction of the 
ancient edifice, which was one of the oldest in Rheims. Hero may be se^i 
the Eagle Readtng-Desk, a fine piece of Hth century wood-carving ; two 
Loiiis XIV. portable iron desks and the paschal dkandelier of carved wood ; 
the 17(A century confes^onals of the lateral chapels, and in the sacristy 
remarkable Louis XI 11., hand-emhroidered guipures of open-work designs, 
after the stylo of the models by the Rheims artist, Georges Baussonnet. 

Reium to the Place du Parvis, in front of Ox Cathedral, via the Rw Oan^Ua 
and its continvation, the Rue Cliamy. 



A VISIT TO THE BATTLEFIELDS 
AROUND KHEIMS 



A thorough visit can be made in two days. 

The Itinerarj' for each day is divided into two parts, to allow tourist* to 
return to Rheims for lunch. 

FIrrt Day / horning pp. 122-133. 

" ' \ Afternoon pp. 134-150. 

B«»i.a o» [ Morning pp. 160-165. 

MMna Day ^ ^y^j.^^^ pp 166-174 



FIRST DAY 

MORNING 

THK MOUNTAIN OP RHIIMS 




This part ot the Itineraiy will take the tourist to the most important 
points of the last German otEenaive of 1918, which aimed at the capture of 



g from the Place du Parvis Nohe-Dame, lake the B-ae Ldbergier, 
opposite the Cathedral, turn to the right into the Rue Chamy, follow same as far 
as the Hue de Vesk, take the latter on the left, and follow it to the end. 

After the Porta da Paria (see p. 68) the Mite de Veale becomes the Avenue 
de Paris. Take same, but after passing undeT the railway bridge, turn to the 
left into the Avenue d'Epernai/ (R.N. 51, see plan, p. 121). 

Take the second street on the right (flue de Bezannes), which passes in front 
of Ute Waatern CemetBry, devastated by the bombardmeats. 

The road crosses numerous lines of trenches and boyaux, which defended 
the immediate approaches to Rheima. 



Before reaching Bezartnes village, have on the right (leo roads tvhieh skirt 
a targe estate enclosed wilh railings, go straight on to the ruined railway-station 
of Bezannes, then turn to the right. 



{See Itinerary, p. 122.) 

Cross the first group of half -mined houses, then, on reaching a seamdgrowp, 
which forma the main part vf the village, turn to the left into the first street 
eTteountered, where the partially destroyed church stands. 

The round-vaulted apse, tower, nave and aisles all belgiig to the 
Romanesque period. The Gothic doorway is 13th, and the spire of the 
belfry 15th century. 

The square tower greatly resembles the old beliry on the doorway of 
St. R«mi Church in Eheims," and, like the latter, dates apparently from the 
middle of the 11th century. 

The Qothio doorway of the west front is set up against a Romanesque 
wall. The gable has been rebuilt in modern times. Vestiges of an ancient 
portal are to be found on each side of the doorway. The keystones of the 
arch above the tympanum, like those of the upper arching, are numbered in 
Roman figures, a peculiarity rarely to be found. 

Facing the doorway of the church, on the left of the great entrance-door 
to a court, is a niche containing a, 16th century stone •tatue representing a 
bishop wearily a chasuble. 

In the court of the same house, over the door of the main structure, on 
the right, in an arched Renaissance niche, hollowed out and ornamented 
with marble incrustations, is the atatua of a canon with folded hands 
kneeling at the foot of a cruci- 

A shell -splinter took oS the 
head of the bishop's statue, but 
the other group is intact. 

Those interested in things pre- 
historic, may visit the Platat 
OoiiBotion at Bezannes, which con- 
tains a great number of interesting 
specimens belonging to the stone 
and neolithic ages, and to the 
Gallic and Roman periods of the 
region. 

Of the old castles of Bezannes, 
nothing of interest remains. 

On September 11, 1914, during 
the Battle of the Mame, the 
German Staflf took up their quar- 
ters in the house of M. Poullot. 
On the 12th, the battle attained 
the vicinity of the village. 

Skirt the church, and at the 
cross-roads at the end of the viUage, 
keep straight (m, past the cemetery oa 
the right, CBUBCH of bxzahhes r 



At the entrant to this viUage (which is of no particular interest) turn to 
the right, and at the fork odoiii Jifij yards farther on, to the left, kairing the 
unmetaUed road cm the right. 

Abynt half-a-mile from Lts Mesnevx and shortly before reaching the crossing 
with the road to Rheim^ {G.C. 6), there is a small wood at the place called 
Ls Ch&mp Clalrsn. It wa8 from here that German batUMios under Colonel 
von Roeder fired on Rheims on September 4, 1914, in spite of the protesta- 
tions of the Mayor of Les Mestieu^c, who assured the German commander 
that the French troops had completely evacuated the town. 

At the crossing with G.C. 6, keep straight on to Ormes, whose church, at liie 
entrance to the village, was almost entirely destroyed. 



( See Itineranj, p. 122.) 

Hiis village, in addition to numerous subterranean passages and ch^ibera, 
possesses the interesting 12th century Churoti St Rttml (photo behw). 

Its circular apse with cornice resting on corbels is barrel -vaulted. Ck>Ion- 
nettes in the great bays of the steeple (in ruins) carry carved 12th century 
capitals. 

The pointed vaulting of the southern transept is 12th century, and tbe 
ogival groining rests on Norman capitals. The doorway of the western 
facade dates from the second half of the 12th century, and although its porch 
was destroyed in 1853 it is still remarkable. 



THE CHcacQ o^' a 



THE INSIDE OP OBMEB CBORCH 

It comprises three tieree-point«d arcades surmounted by a line ot billet- 
moulding. The lateral arcades are blind, while the higher central arcadii^ 
around the door ie surmounted with three receding tori resting on crocketed 
toliat« capitals. The lateral arcades have sunilar capitals but only one 

Inside the church are interesting IBth century statuss: 8t. Barbara 
in stone and St. Catharine, painted and decorated, face the altar ; SI. Remi 
in stone, remarkable for its costume and deeoration, stands above the altar 
of the northern chapel ; a. wooden Virfpn surmoimts the inner doorway. 



Jteturn by the same road lo the crossing with the road lo Rheims (Q.G. 6), 
where, opposite the CatA du Jayeux Labourour, turn to the right. 

The road rises towards the Mountain of Rheims. Of the oamonjtaging 
seen in above photograph, only traces remain. 

Shor&y after, the tourist passes befweefi the villages of Jooy and Parsny, 
whose houses border the road. Jow (on the left) and Par^y (on the right) were 
bombarded by the Germans in June, 1915. 

The Ohuroh of Jouy, visible from the road to Rheims, was almost 
entirely destroyed. 

To visit the ekwreh of Pargny, turn to the right opposite the grocery stores. 
No. 262, thm take the second street on the left (near a tine mansion partly in 

About 100 yards farther on is the church, the belfry of which was deatrt^'ed. 
Retiim lo the crossing mth the main road to Rheims, where turn to the right. 

The road continues to climb the northern slopes of the Mountain of Rheims. 
On a hill to the left, the Ohftpai of 8t> LiA dominates the surrounding plain. 
There is a very Rne view of Rheims from here. 

The top of the rise is reached soon afterwards. Descend the southern slopes, 
passing between, the sidings of om important material and ammunition depot 
situated on the reverse side of the mountain out of sight of the enemy's 
observation- posts. On reaching the crossing half-way down the hiH, leave on 
the left the two roads leading respectively lo viiie DommanKe and Courma* 

A short distance further on, after passing the road to Onr^y {on the left), 
take the following narrow road on the left, which passes between clumps of trees 
that were cut to pieces by shell-tire. 

A little further on, <m the right, is a cemetery containing the graves of some 
two hundred French, British and Italian soldiers. 

Turn, to tJie right after the cemetery. The road crosses a fine avenne bordered 
with shell-torn poplar trees, leading to the Ca«tla of Oontmwtraull on the 
left. The vilhge of Bouiiiy is reached soon afterwards. 



Boulfly— Bt. KuphrttlBa-Clslrtist 

{See pp. 131-132, and Itinera/ry, p. 122.) 

Bouilly was burnt by the Germans oq September 12, 1914, under tbe 
pretext that the inhabitants had caused the death of two VTdana killed the 
day before by French Ckaaeeurs. 

r«m to tiU Tight opposite the Church of BouiUy, There is a small cemetery 
on the right, just outside the village, containing several German graves. 

On reaching 6.C. 6, leading to Hkeims, turn to the right. Take the firH 
road on the left, which passes through a small devastated wood, where batteries 
of guns were posted. Cross a smaM stre/isn, and immediatdy afterwards JAe 
Taihoay, then tura to the left into the vUlage of St. Euptiraiae. 

Tnm to the right in the tdUage, opposite the church. The road rises steeply 
to the hamlet of Ciairiaat, which was almost entirely deatroyed. Pass iy 
a " Calvary," composed of four large trees surrounding & cross, then turn to 
the left inio a smaU narrow street. 



Cow lom maB<la-M ontasna— Vrlsny 

{Seellinerari/.p. 122.) 

The road rises, then, descends to Cauloinme«-la-MontaKne> Turn to the 
right at Ike etiirance to the village. The church, in ruins, is on the left. 

At the cross-roads just outdde the village take G.C. 2& on the kft. At 
Jirst, the road dips rathfr ain^ptbj, then rises to Vrigny. 

The Church of Vrigny, entirely in niins, is on the right at the entrance to 
the village. Pass the Toum Hall, leaving a pubUc washing-place on the kfi, 
then turn to the right. 

On Isavinff the viUage, take G.C. 26 on. t^ left to the mihge of Quaux. 



(See pp. 131-132 and Ilinerary, p. 122.) 

Gueux is a. small old-world village, with ancient housee, cattle a.'oA churcli. 

At tlie entrance to the village, e. large square with trees, cut to pieces and 
devastated by the bombardment^ 

Frrnn the square, go lo the ctiu rch on the right, now a heap of ruins. Seen 
thnjugh the trees from the square it forms a pitiful sight. 

In the chapel, on the left of the main entrance, there was a fine piece of 
Renaissance carving. 

It was fo Gueux that the Archbishop of Rheims, Mgr. Lugon, betook 
himself after the bombardments of April, 1617. The village cemetery contains 



CiSTLE OP GUEUS 

many Boldiere' graves. The Cardinal -A rchbishop of Rheima presided at 
a pathetic ceremony held during the War in honour of the dead. 

To visit the Oaatie, cross the square and take a smali street on the left, whtck 
leads to the road to Roanay (O.C. 27). 

Turn to the, left, and fifty yards furth^ on take on foot the narrow street on 
the left, which hods to the old castk. 

Thia ancient eastle, where the Kinga of France, on their way to Rheims to 
be conaecTat«d, used to dine, suflered severely from the bombardments. 
Outwardly it has, however, retained its general appearance {photo above). 

Return to the car, and go straight on to the fork in the roads to Boanay and 
Prernecy. Facing the fork is the entrance to the park and inod«rn Onstla of 
auaux, belonging to the Roederei family, which was completely destroyed 
(pftoto below). 

Turn the car round at the abctve-mentirmed fork and continue straight along 
Q.C. 27. 

Beyond the village of Ouevx the road crosses numerous lines of trenches. 
Many shelters and ammunition depots can still be seen along the road. The 
National Road from Rheims to Soissons (N. 31) is reached soon afterwards. 
Near the eross-tnays are tie ruins of an inn. 

At this crossing, leave the National Road oti the left and lake the narrow road 
on the right which leads to Thiiiois. 



CHOSSINO OP T 



ISeeltinerarJj.p. 122.) 

The Ohupoh o# Thiiiola (late 12tli century), now a heap of ruins, stood 
at the entrance to the village. 

In 1914 it was still intact in all ita vital parte. Ita vaulting was pointed, 
with groining resting on columna, whose capitals were either Romanesque 
or Gothic. The nave had a timber roof. 

The iiigh-altftr screen waa a fine piece of aculptured stone-work of late 
16th or early 17th century. In a niche above the tUt^r, the Virgin, aitting on 
an X-ahaped seat, was holding Jesus, clothed in a tunic and standing on her 

Leaving the chureh hehiTid on the rigkt, (am. to the kft, to reach the National 
Boad. On the right is a amall 18th century castle, behind a clump of fine stately 
trees, known as the Botqvel de ThiUois. It was destroyed by sheila. 

Sel-am io the National Road, turn, to tM right at the croae-roade, leaving on 
the left the road to Ckampigny, then return direct to Ekeims, entering the city hy 
the Avenue and Porte de Paris. 



Tha MountAln of Rhelms Battl«« 

{Seep. Hand p. 122. 

The fighting known aa the Battles of tite Mountain of Bhetma took place in 
1918 over the whole of the area described above, i.e. from Bouilly to Thilloia, 
via St. Euphraise, Coulommes, Vrigny and Gueux {see the Michelin Illustrated 
Guide : The Second Battle of the Mame). 

The Mountain of Rheims prolonga the region of Tardenoia to the east. 
It is an important military position between the Vesle and the Mame, as it 
dominates the plain of Champagne, The higher part of it is finely wooded, 
while on the lower slopes and eastern and soutnem edges are the famous 
Champagne vineyards {see Yerzenay, pp. 171-172). 
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During the year 1918 the Germans made tremendous efforts to carry this 
position, the loss of which would have meant the fall of Rheims, leaving 
Epernay and Chalons -sur-Marne unprotected. 

Although held to the east of Mountain, they obtained important successes 
on the west, where they reached the Mame, while in May they occupied the 
Woods of Courton and Le Roi. In July they crossed the Mame and advanced 
as far as Montvoisin, on the road to Epernay. Very fierce fighting took place, 
especially to the north-west of the Mountain at sou illy, Blisrny, 
St. Euphraise and Wrigny, These positions, and Hill 240 to the west of 
Vrigny, were several times lost and recaptured by the Allied troops under 
General Berthelot, French, Italian and British, who fought there side by side. 

Vrigny was taken by the Germans on May 30, but retaken by the Allies 
on June 1 at the point of the bayonet. The same evening, four German 
regiments, after progressing slightly in the direction of Hill 240, were first 
checked, then driven back after bitter hand-to-hand fighting. 

On June 9, the Germans were repulsed around Vrigny, after having sus- 
tained severe losses. On the 23rd, they rushed Bligny Hill, held by Italian 
troops, reaching the summit, but were shortly afterwards driven back. On 
the 29th, they sustained a like check at the same place. 

In July they advanced their lines slightly towards Marfaux, Pourcy and 
Cuchery, but were unable to hold the captured ground. On the 18th, the 
Italians advanced in the region of Bouilly. On the 19th, Franco-British 
troops progressed towards St. Euphraise. On the 21st, the Allies carried 
Bouilly and St. Euphraise. On the 24th and 25th, in spite of desperate 
repeated efforts, the Germans were unable to hold Hill 240 which they had 
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temporarily captured. On August 1 further enemy efforts to carry the 
Bligny uplands failed. 

The region of Gueux — ^Thillois— Champigny was terribly ravaged by 
the war. 

On September 11th, 1914, the French 5th Division, under General Mangin, 
drove the enemy from these positions, which remained in the French Imes 
imtil May 30, 1918.* Occupied by the Germans on May 31, after fierce 
fighting, they were completely devastated by artillery fire. Betaken by the 
French, then lost again in July, Thillois was finally recaptured on August 2, 
at the same time as Gueux. 

On August 4, after having reached the Vesle at several points east of 
Fismes, French troops engaged a vigorous battle between Muizon and 
Champigny, and some of them succeeded in crossing the river the same day. 

Champagne Wine 

Wine-growing has always been a favourite industry in this part of France. 
The vineyards extend over the Rheims hills and along the valley of the Mame. 
In the hilly country around Rheims there are two distinct growths of wine : 
the Montague proper, with its famous Verzy, Verzenay, Mailly, I/udes, Billy 
and Villers " crus," and the Petite Montagne with its secondary *' eras " of 
the Tardenois Valley, HermonviUe Hills, St. Thierry, Nogent vAhbesse and 
Cemay-les-Reims, The Montagne produces more especially black grapes for 
white wines. 

Champagne wines were famous as far back as the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Henri IV. had a marked preference for the wines of Ay. The magnitude of 
the cellars still to be seen in the 16th and 17th century houses testifies^ the 
importance of a trade, whose main outlets were Paris, Flanders, Belgium and 
Germany. 

The Champagne wines of thteit period were red, and rivals of the famous 
Burgundy wines. 

The vogue of Champagne wines as understood to-day dates back to the 
end of the 17th century. It was Dom P^rignon, cellarer of the Abbey of 
Hautevillers, near Epemay, who, if not actually the inventor of sparkling 
wines, first undertook to perfect them by blending the "crus " and preparing 
them with greater care. 

In the last years of the reign of Louis XIV., and still more so imder the 
Regency, the use of Champagne at Court gained ground, especially at the 
tables of the Due de Vendome and the Marquis de SiUery. 

At that time Champagne was merely a " creamy " wine, i.e. semi- 
sparkling. The low breaking strain of the glass of those days would not 
have allowed of the higher pressure (six atmospheres) of the present-day 
wine. The discovery of the chemist Fran9ois, who in 1836 at Chalons invented 
a special " densimeter," made it possible to calculate the amount of carbonic 
acid gas contained in the must, and to proportion the expansive force of the 
wine to the strength of the bottles, thus reducing losses by breakage, which 
for long had been very serious. 

From the 19th century onwards, the production of Champagne wine has 
grown unceasingly. The number of bottles of sparkling Champagne placed 
on the market for sale in France and abroad rose from 19,146,481 (of which 
16,706,719 went abroad) between April, 1876, and April, 1876, to 33,171,395 
(of which 23,066,847 went abroad) between April, 1906 and April, 1907. During 
the first ten months of 1916, the exports of Champagne and sparkling wines 
were 630,140 wine-quarts, as against 1,092,660 wine quarts in 1914. 



FIRST DAY 

AFTERNOON 



p. 121, and summary of the military operatio 
pp. 147 atid 134.) 




starting from the Place duParvia-N6tre-Dame,folhw themoming'altt'nenary 
{p. 122) iM far as the railway bridge, then continue straight aUmg the Avenue 
de Paria (K, 31). Before leaviTig Kheims the tourist can, if desired, visit 
Haubatt* Park. In tMs- case, turn to the left, opposite So. 10, Avenue 
de Paris, imfo tke Sue FUn dee Oliviers. The entranjx to Haubette Park 
(an armex of the Calmette Dispensary) stands at the beginning of this street, on 
the right. 

Napoleon I. bivouacked in this park while his troops att£i«ked Rheims in 
1814. A monument and a small museimi commemorate the event. At the 
end of 1914 Haubette Park was a favourite recreation ground and refuge 
for the inhabitfuitB of tie city during the bombardments. 

Return to the junction of N. 31 (which leads to Fiames) with O.C. 6 (the road 
to ViUe-en-Tardenois). Take N. 31 on the right. About 1 km. from the fork lake 
the first road on the right. 

On reaiMng Tlniiu«ux tvm to the left at the entrance to the village, and 
follow the main road. 



TlnquttuH— Mont 8t PI«rr« 

The church of Tinqueux (St. Peter's) was entirely destroyed. It contained, 
on the left side of the nave, a remarkable 16th century painting on wood, 
representing the Adoration of the Shepherds, with a frame of the same 

Near the church, hetfveen the Vesle and the main street of the village, stood an 
old baronial mansion, in front of which was a building with turreted fagade 
known as the Malsan de la Salle. In»de the buildings which, in later 
vears, served as a farm, there was a curious old wooden stairoase with roiled 
balustrade. The whole was destroyed by the shells. 

In September, 1914, at the beginning of the bombardment of Rhdma, 
many of the people took refuge at Tinqueux, 

At the end of the motw street of the viUage, opposite a kind of obaermtion-poBl 
with ladder in a tree, turn to the right. The road passes at the fool of Mont frL 
Plerro, whose village and church entirely disappeared in the nth century. 



P TDHJDEUK VILLiQB 



replace the church of Mont St. Pierre tJiat the church of St. Pierro 
ux was built at the end of the 17th century. 

■s the Vesk. Turn to the right and cross the 



Sb Brlc«--Ch*inplcny— Merfy 

(See Ilinemry, p. 134.) 

Tnm to the right at the enhance to the village and take the first street on tki! 
right, which leads to the church. 

The Church of St. Briee was almost entirely destroyed. In style, it is 



Romaneaque, with Renaissance doorway and aiales. The door of the west 
front contains interesting carvings — unhappily much mutilated. 

SetTtm by the, same ivay to the cross-roads m front of the bridge over the Tesle, 
turn to the right, then, cAout 160 yards further on, to the kft. Continue straight 
ahead, avss the railway {I.e.) arid foUom the railway on the left. 

About half a mile further on an avenue on (he right leads to the OhAt**u 
de la Malia. Both the castle and grounds were badly damaged by the 

bombardment. 

Standing in the park with magniiicent avenues of beech'trees, the caatle 
is one of the most ancient manors in the vicinity of Bheima. It was rebuilt 
in one storey at the beginning of the 14th century on the old foundations. 
The decoration of the interior (Louis XVI.) is interesting. The drawing- 
room has retained its old wainscoting and paintings. A carved shield bearing 



the arms of the Cauchon family, a member of which, the Bishop of Beauvais, 
sided with the English and the Duke of Burgundy against the Dauphin of 
France and Joan of Arc during the Hundred Years' War, is still to be seen 
over a door of one of the out- buildings. 



Cross straight through the 


village bij the main street, at the end of which 


stands the ehurch in a narrou 


by-street near the entrance to a perk {photo. 


p. 136). 





Gfniml Foch had hit UendquarUis there in lOU. 

On leaving (he village, go straight ahead. The road (O.C. 75) JoUoibs the 
railway on the left. Cross tiie railway (I.e.). The road passes along the marshy 
valley of the Veale, then rises towards the St. Thieriy Heights. 

At the croaa-Toada of the hamlet of Maco, keep straight on along O.C. 26. 
The road runs between two fairly high embankments containing numerous 
ahnlters. Slightly before entering the village of Morfy is a cemetery con- 
taining graves of French, British and German soldiers. 

At Ihs entrance to the same village, on the right, stands a castle, severely 
damped, which, early in September, 1914, served as headquarters to General 
Foch {photo above). 

A little farther b the church, almost entirely destroyed. 

H street, which is lined with 

On leaving Merfy, cross the railway (tc). The village of 9t. Thierry ia 

reachsd shortty afterwards. 



chIteau in 1914 



BI. TBIEBB? ChAtBAC E 



Set olhtr phoUa, p. 140. 



(See hiMmry, p, 134, and sumtnarj/ of the Military Operaiiona, p. 147-) 

This village was frequently bombarded by the Germans from 1914 to 
1918. It is crossed by (1 tiarrow,urinding street containing several sharp lumings. 
Shortly before ilie end of the village, the street widens abruptly. About a hundred 
yards ftiHher on is the <^iireh, lohik on the right a monuntental door gives access 
to the Ch*t««u of 0^ ThiMTy {/photas, p. 138). 

This eastle was built in 1777 by Mgr. de Talleyrand-Perigord, ArehbiHhop 
of Rheima, It replaced the ancient abbey founded in the Sth centnry by 
St. Thierry, a disciple of St. Remi. Remains of the 12th century chapter- 
house, ogives, colonnettes and capitals, as well as an old chimney-piece, 
have been rebuilt into the kitchens. The spacious Louis XVI. drawing- 
room and the dinu^-room were likewise remarkable. 

The church {see photos ah<yve and on p. 140) possessed certain remarkable 
features, e.g. the porch, nave and organ-loft. The 12th century porch had a 
17th century pent-house roof. 

Inside the church were Gothic stalls, and a 16th century bas-relief depicting 
The Martyrdom of St.Queniin. 



Opposite the castle gale turn to the left into G.C. 26. 

In the embankments along the road are numerous shelters, posts of com- 
mandment, ammunition depots, etc. 



Thil-Vlller»-FrKn<|u«ux 

{See Itinerary, p. 134.) 

On reaching Thil, tarn to the left at the enlraiux to the viBage. Oo straight 
thorough. 

The church, entirely in mina, stands at the end of the village, on. a small 
emimnce to the right. 

Half-way trough the vilhge, on the left, is a road which leads to the St, 
Thierry Fori, via the village of PouiUon. 

The road from Thil to Cormiey was the starting-point of the communicating 
trenches which led to the first lines along the National Road No. 44 and 
along the canal from the Aisne to the Mame, during the long stabilisatJon 
period of the Eerry-au-Bac — Rheims front. All along the road can still be 
Been, practically intact, the military works which were in the immediate 
rear of the front Unea, viz., posia of commandment, depots, sheltera, etc. 
At the present time, close to the destroyed villages, these shelters are being 
used by the people as habitations. 

Beyond Thil, the road passes betieeen two embankments. Viriera>Fran- 
quaux is soon reached. The ruined village and church are somewhat to Ike 



Hwrmonvill* 

Folhna the rails, straight ahead, to HermonviUe. 

Turn to ifte left, at the enlramx to the. milage, into the- large square, on the 
opposite side of which stands the Town Hall, partially destroyed. The 
Ohurcti is on the right. 

This remarkable ehurch is 12th century. The pointed vaulting of the 
nave was raised in 1870, but this hsul been provided for in the original plana. 
At the intersection of the transept the pointed vaulting is lower. The capitals 
with their finely carved palm-leaves appear to be rather more recent than, 
those of the nave, and extend frieze-like round the pillars. The bays of the 
transept- arms and of the two square eastern chapels are round-arched and 
surmounted with a quatrefoil — an arrangement frequently met with in the 
vicinity of Rheims- 

The outer porch, like that of Caurcy-les-Hermonville and St. Thierry, 
is a 12th century addition. The depressed arch of the entrance is 17th 
century. 

The square tower at the corner of the nave and south transept has cubic 
capitals in the twin bays of the second storey. 

The ancient cemetary, which used to surround the church, is bordered 
by old houses. Entrance was gained by a little gate facing the porch, in 
which are incrusted fragments of a 15th century altar-screen representing a 
horseman and a group of persons. 

The village was frequently bombarded by the Germans after the Battle 
of the Manie, In 1916 several inhabitants were killed by shells. 

Leave the ekurck oa the right, and folJtno the Rue Sebasfopol, at Oie end of 
which is an abrupt turning to the left. The road skirts a large himse and garden 
sarroanded by a waU. At the. end of the latter, turn to the right into the Rue 
de Sommerville. On having thA village, turn to the left, then go straight on to 
oa u roy- 1 ttS-Her mon v 1 1 iBi 



Oau rav-l«B- HormonvlU* 

Turn to the right at the entrawx to the village, then into the first street on & 
left, where stands the half-destroyed Church of NAtrs-Dama, 

This Church Ikistorictd monument) has an original 12th centuiy porch, 
which was mutilated by the bombardmentB. 

Romanesque in style, it stands out from the remainder of the building 
and extends over the whole breadth of the west front. Its tile-covered roof 
rests on a timber -work frame, whose beams appear to be 16th century. Two 
round-arched openings in the ends o£ the porch serve as entrances. The 
front is pierced with a number of round arcades. The central door givii^ 
access to the church is of a later date (16th or 17th century). The capitals 
of the arcadinga are 12th century. Their curious decoration represents 
Eguree of men, animal b, birds scroUs, etc. 

The ruined tower and nave were likewise 12th century. The aide-chapels, 
tranaept-crosdng and choir were rebuilt in the 16th century. 



m Cauroy (o CDrmiey, 



In the interior of the church, the wooden altftr-Bcreen over the liigh-altat 
dated from 1616. The painting which decorated it* central panel, and the 
Bide wood-work of the choir were removed in 1888. The altar-screen {1547> 
of the southern aide-chapel was composed of an assemblage of stone statues- 
representing The Virgin carrying Jeavs, St. Roch, a pUgrim, and St. Stephen, 
a dencon., with the, donor kneeling at Ms feet. 

Under several of the houses in the village are subterranean passages, the 
most noteworthy being that under the old presbytery on the left of the 
church, to which access is gained by a atair of fitty-one st<pi. 



The Toad passes through clumps of devastated trees. On the left side of 
the road is a cemetery, containing numerous well-organised shelters. The 
village of Oormloy is next reached. 



(See Itinerary, p. 134.) 

Turn to the right at the entrance to the village. On either aide, are tree-lined 
boulevards, which were mode on the ancient ramparts. The trees have been 
cut to pieces by the shells. 

Cormicy was formerly a small fortified town with turret, gates, ramparts 
and moats, all of which have disappeared except one gat4^. The slt« was^ 
planted with trees, which surround practically the whole town. The town 
was destroyed in the time of Charles VI.. during ths Hundred Years' 

War. 

The present village suffered severely during the German bombardmraita, 
most of the houses being damped. In June, 1016, only wglity-three 
inhabitants remained in their homes. 



The ancient Ohwr«h wae likewise badly damaged (pholos above and betote). 

While the tower, west front, and the two first baya o? the nave are late 15tJ» 
or early 16th century, the greater part of the nave is Uth or 12th century. 
The chevet and the transept-crossing are early 13th century, wMe the transept 
«nds probably date from ttie middle of 12th century. 



1 doora have been partially mutilated. Above the wiulow 



nmB a balcony, the Gothic balustrade of which, known as the Ghria Gallery, 
was modern. This balustrade was destroyed by the bombardments, which 
also brought down tbe steeple. 

The west front has two Gothic doors with 16th century iron-work, at the 
extremity of the aisles. The tympana of these doors, formerly lighted, 
have been bricked up. The Untels have three eonaoles ornamented with 
fantastic animala and banderoles. The three statues which carried the 
consoles have long since disappeared. 

In the south transept, on the left, behind the alter, is an interesting small 
door sunnounted with a square Untel of the 11th or 12th century. Two 
figures of winged monBt«rs with heads of a man and a woman and fish tails, 
stand out in lugh reUef, framed and separated by a belt, on which are carved 
florets mingled with fantastic figures. 

The three remarkable 18th century marble altars of the choir and transept 
chapels come from the Church of the Nuns of Longueau, the abbey of which, 
in the Bue du Jard at Rheims, was sold in 1790. The high-altar occupies 
nearly the whole of the chancel. Over the tomb, six columns of grey Dinant 
marble, crowned with Corinthian capitals, support an oval marble cornice 
with richly carved and gilt consoles of wood. The very large, white and gilt 
tabernacle is a fine example of 17th or 18th century wood-work. Its door, 
decorated with symbolic attributes, is surrounded by statuettes depicting, 
in the lower part, St. John the EvangeUst and a holy woman wearing 
crowns ; above each of these figures, an angel ; at th^ lop. The Resurrection 
of Christ. 

The sixteen carved oak stalls of the choir, as well as the wrought-iron 
reading-desk on a marble pedestal, also came from the former Abbey of 
Longueau. 

Near the choir, on a pillar of the nave, is an inscription to the efFect that 
the chronicler Ftodoard, who died in 966, was Cvre of Cormioy. 

The modem Town HiUi, built bv the Rbeims architect. Cosset the elder, 
which faced the church, was entirely destroyed. 
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All the places visited since leaving Merfy, i.e, St. Thierry, Thil, Villers- 
Famqueux, Hermonville and Connicy, border the St. Thierry Heights. 
The latter are commanded by the fort of the same name and the Chenay 
Redoubt, with altitudes of about 670 and 620 feet respectively. They were 
recaptured from the Germans after the Battle of theMame on September 11, 

1914, by the French 3rd Corps. 

• 

After the loss of the Chemin.-des-Dames and the Aisne Canal on May 27, 
i918, this position, which with its guns commands the road and railway 
from Bheims to Soissons and the road from Rheims to Laon, remained the 
sole protection of Rheims to the north-west. 

It was defended by the French 45th Infantry Division (General Naulin), 
composed of Algerian Sharp-shooters, Zouaves and African Light Infantry, 
who held their ground on May 27-28, after which they were reinforced 
by battalions of Singalese and Marines drawn from the sector east of 
Rheims. 

The struggle was a fierce one, and hand-to-hand fighting frequent. Finally 
the constant inflow of German reserves forced back the French, who, on May 
29, had to abandon the position, to which the enemy afterwards climg for 
four months. On October 1 the Germans, beaten on the previous evening 
by the French 6th Army on the high ground between the Aisne and Rheims, 
was forced to retreat. The French regained possession of Merfy and St. 
Thierry, and advanced as far as the outskirts of the Fort of St. Thierry, 
which, with Thil and Villers-Franqueux, Hermonville, Courcy and Connicy, 
fell into their hands in the C^virs^ of the next few da^s (^ee map ahove). 



Frotn Ottrfnloy ta Oodat Farm 

(See Itinerary, p. 134.) 

Pass straight Ikrough Corrnicy, leaving the church on the left. Take O.C. 32 to 
the Skeims-Laon road (N. 44), where turn to the right Bather less thaa a mile 
further on, near the Maieon Blanche, is a road leading to Qodat Farm. Cars 
COM. orUy go as far as the canal, the destroyed bridge (photo above) not having 
yet been rebuilt. The look-keeper's house seen in the photograph idow was 
complete'-- ^-' ' 

farther o. 

La Qodat, formerly a small lief with a eastle and chapel (destroyed during 
the RevolutJon in 1793), was merely a farm and a plain country house when 



the war broke out. By reason of its position, north of the Aiene Canal, 
this bridgehead was, throughout the war, one of the most fiercely disputed 
points in the sector north-west of Bheinis, even diuing the period of trench- 
warfare. At the time of the French offensive of April, 1917, the 44th Infantry 
Be^jnent advanced beyond Le Godat, where the French held their ground 
until the powerful German push of May 27, 1918, 

The farm ia now a mere heap of ruins. Shelters still esist in the basements. 

iiefttrm to the National Road, and tvm to the left. 

The road crosses numerous boyaux which provided access to the front-line 
treaiches down the hill on the right. 

FoUaw tJie National Road to Chaufftour Fau-m (in ruins), where take the 
road on the left to t-w'*"^ 

On nearing the canal, the ruins of the village of Loivre (entirely destroyed) 
become visible. 



EJtFI.AC£UENT 



E CHURCH AT L 



From Loivra to Brlntont 



Lolwro.— Piaif the village onJooL The canal can imh/ be crossed near the 
lock south-east oj the village. I3ie destroyed bridge has been replaced by a 
temporary footway across the bed of the canal, which necesEiitates climbing 
down and up the banks by steep paths. 

After crossing th^ canal the tourist pastes hy the ruins of the Loivre Qlass- 
Works, founded in 1864 by the descendants of the noble house of Bigault de 
Gtandrupt, glass znanufacturers of Argonne. 

Loivre and its glass-works were occupied in September, 1914, by the GJer- 
maos, who deported the inhabitants to the Ardennes. The village and works 



QEHXRAI. VIEW o 



were re-captured during the offenaive of April 16, 1917, by the French 23rd 
and 133rd Infaattv RegimeutB, Bumamed Les Braved and Lea lAons respec- 
tively. Whilst other battalions outflanked the village and crossed the canal, 
the third battalion oi lAims attacked it in front. The portion, powerfully 
organised, was stoutly defended. The attacking troops were obliged to come 
to a halt in front of the cemetery (a veritable bastion with concrete casemates), 
and before the ruins of the mill, bath of which briatled with machine-guns. 
Withdrawing slightly to allow of a barrage of 76'8, they rushed forward again 
under the protection of the latter. The site of the mill and the cemetery 
were captured, together with numerous prisoners (122 were taken in one 
machine-gun shelter). The ruined village was next carried in a bayonet 
charge, to the sound of the buglea. llie captures were considerable, one 
battalion of 500 men alone taking 825 prisoners. 

In March and May, 1918, two violent attacks were made on Loivre by the 
Germans, but without suoceBS. They took it on May 27, only to bo driven 
out on October 4. 

Btpyre the waT, a road, which has since completely disappeared, led direct 
from Loivre to BrijaonL To reach the latter it is now necessary to go farther 
north, via Bermericaurt and Orainville, returning southwards by (fte Neufchdtel 
to Bheimi road [see Itinerary, p. 134), 

Barmirlcourt — This hamlet, of Gallo-Frankish origin, was formerly 
more populous. The bombardments have literally wiped it out. 

From Bermericmirt the tourist reaches oralnvlll« bi/ G.C. 30, which becomes 
I.e. 2 after crossing the boundary Une betipeen the " departments " of the Mame 
and the Ardennes. At the entrantx to the ruined viHage, near the church, turn 
to the right into I.C. 12, which, 1 Ulomeire further on, joins the road from 
Neufehdtel to Rheims (Q.C. 9), where turn to the right. 

FoUote this road far four and a half kilometres to the ruins of i-*nd«u FArni, 
turn to the right, then, about 200 yards further <m, take the road mi the left to the 
village of Brimont, entirely destroyed. 



Brimant Fort and OhAt«au 

(See Ilinerarg, p. 1 34, and summary of the Military Operations, p. 154.) 
Situated to the west of the rood from Rheims to Neufch&t«I (formerly & 
Roman causeway which crossed the hill at Cran de Brinumf) Brimoilt was 
already important in Roman times. It was fortified in the Middle Ages, 
and traces of its ancient foTtifications are still lo be found on the hill. The 
discovery of a Roman tomb in 1790 caused considerable cscitement in archjeo- 
logical circles, as it was believed to be the burial-place of the FrankiBli Chief 
Pharamond who, according to one chronicler, had been buried on a hillock 
near Rheims. 

In 1339, daring the siege of Bheims by the English, the Duke of Laacaster 
had his camp at Brimont. 



Buiss OF THE cavAcn o 

On several occasions, since September, 1914, the Germana deported the 
inhabitants of Brimont and Coucy to the Ardennes. The Tillage is now 
destroyed and its church a heap of ruins. 

The church was built at the beginning o£ the 15th century. 

The tour last bays of the nave, which was partly Eomauesque, were 
altered in the middle of the 16th century. 

The sacristy occupied the lower storey of the square, pointed-arch tower. 

Several ancient statues were placed at the entrance to the Choir ; Si 
Remi, with a woman in late 15th century dress kneeling at his feet ; a Virgin 
ofiering grapes to the Infant Jesus in her arms {late 15th century) and a 
large Christ Crucified, dated from the middle of the 16th century. A beautiful 
18th century lectern of carved wood, representing an eagle standing on a 
massive three-sided pedestal of red and wliite marble, stood in front of the 
Choir. 



To visil the Port of Brimont, skirt tke church on (he tide of the portal 
staircase, then take the road «een on the photogrt^ on p. 162. The Fort ia 

aiMui 400 yards further on.- 



th of Rhaim* and th« FlcHtlns 
In 1K«t Mmctor 

The Fort of arlinont, completed by the Baittary of tha Cmn do 
Brimont about a. mile to the ea^t, aod on the west by the Lolvre Battory, 
mentioned on page 151, sweeps the whole country north of Rheime as far aa 




Iht almve map are thaie folloatd by the Third Uinerary (isi p. WO). 



the banks of the Aisne, Siiippe, Retoume and the Aisne-Mame canal, the 
RheimB'Seufchatel, Eheima-Vouziera, RheimB-Retiiel and Bheims-Leon 
voadB, and the Rheims-Laon and Rhciras-Charlcvillo railways. About 
five milea east of Brimont and tour miles east of Bheims is the position of 
Barru (.see p. 165), extending along a front of about six miles, via the hills 
of Bemi and Nogent I'Ahbesae. Intended by those who planned it to guard 
the valley of the Suippe, the Rheims-Retho and Rheims-VouzierB roads, 
as well as the Rheims-Oharleville and Rheims-Chalons-sur-Mame railways, 
it oomprises the Fort of WJfry (about 150 feet in altitude), the batteries of 
La VIcio da Borru (870 feet), and the fOrt and Mttteriaa of Nogront- 
I'AbttMaa (670 feet). 

Brimont and Berra are further covered and linked up by the Fort of 
Freane (300 feet), situated four miles north-east of Rhdms, 
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These defensive works, conceived and executed after the war of 1870, had, 
in consequence of the evolution of strategical and tactical doctrines, been 
abandoned or disarmed before the war of 1914. After evacuating Rheims 
on September 12, 1914, the Germans grasped the importance of these 
works, to which they clung tenaciously, after hurriedly organising them. It 
was against these naturally strong positions, further strengthened by trenches, 
that tiie French 5th Army, in pursuit of the enemy, found themselves brought 
to a standstill on the evening of September 12. From September 13 to 
18, the French tried in vain to capture them. The 6th Division, imder 
General Mangin, did succeed in capturing the Chateau de Brimont, in the 
plain, but were imable to hold it. 

Later, the Germans converted these hills into one of the most formidable 
positions organised by them in France. Brimont, Berru, Fresne and Nogent 
I'Abbesse, whose guns slowly destroyed Rheims, were, so to speak, her jailers 
for four years. 

In April, 1917, during the French offensive of the Aisne, one division, 
known as the " Division of aces " (because its four regiments have the 
fourragere decoration), penetrated into Bermericourt and advanced to the 
outskirts of Brimont, but was unable to hold its ground against the furious 
counter-attacks of the Germans. It was only in October, 1918, that the 
French 6th Army, in conjunction with the victorious attacks of the 4th Army 
in Champagne, after forcing the Germans back to the Aisne and the canal, 
and after crossing the Aisne canal on October 4 in front of Loivre and 
near Bermericourt, forced the enemy, whose communications were now 
threatened, to abandon one of the most valuable portions of his 1914 positions. 
On October 5, the French re-entered Brimont and Nogent I'Abbesse, 
progressed beyond Bourgogne, Cemay-les-Rheims, Beine, Caurel and 
Pomade, and, in spite of desj)erate enemy resistance, drove back the 
Germans to the Suippe. 

After visiting the fort return to the village of Brimont. 

From here the Chateau de Brimont may be visited, but this will have to be 
done on foot as the road has been destroyed, traces only of it being left in 
places (the lower photograph on p. 152 shows the beginning of the road in the 
village), 

q^e Chateau de I'Brmltaflrei also known as the Chateau de Brimont, is 
situated aboxd 500 yards south of the milage, at the entrance to a large park, 
completely devastated. It was the scene of desperate fighting {see p. 152). 

Return to Brimont, cross the village {skirting the church and continue straight 
on to the Cran de Brimont Redoubt on the road to Rheims, Numerous 
Grerman trenches, etc., are to be seen here. 

Turn to the right into G.C, 9, which dips dovm to the Plain of Rheims. The 
region hereabouts bristle with barbed-wire entanglements and is crossed with 
numerous trenches. It was ranged to an incredible degree by the bombard- 
ments. 

At the bottom, of the hill which starts at the Cran de Brimont, cross SouMns 
Wood, of which only a few torn tree-stumps remain. 

Several hundred yards after leaving the ux)od, take on foot the broken road 
to the « Cavaliers de Oourcy," situated on the right, about 500 yaards 
further on* 



Th« KOavMiiara da Oourey " 

To the north of La Neuvillette, the Aisae-Mame Canal IB flanked on 
both sidea by enonnous artificial embankments planted with fir-treee and 
known as the " Cavalierm da Oouroy." After their retreat in September, 1914, 
the Germans entrenched thenselves there and clung to the eaat bank until 
April, 1917. 

On April 16, 1917, the French 410th Regiment of the Line attacked 
the enemy's formidable positions there. This Brittany regiment set out 
from positions to which they had given names taken from the history of their 
country (QuimpeT Bastion, AuTay, Redtm Bastion, etc.). On. the first day 
they carried three auceesBive lines <A defences, and advanced about a mile. 
On the nth and 18th they left tlieir zone of action, to ensure the liaison on 
their right, and to help a brigade in difficulties on their left. For eight days 
tiiey held their positions against powerful enemy coimter- attacks, after 
having pn^essed to a depth of two miles and captured more than 400 
prisoners, 11 bomb -throwers, and an immense amount of stores. 

These positions, like the neighbouring villages, were re-taken by the 
Germas in May and June, 1918, and finally by the Allies in October, 1918. 

Setura to the rood and follow it towards Rlmms. TAave on the left the devaa- 
tated Aviatlon-vround of Champagne— now in a state of complete 
upheaval, due to the terrific shellii^ it received — then cross the Plain of 
Bethany (jihoto, p. 157). 

The Plain of Betheny was the scene of two important historical events : 
ill 1901 the Tsar Nicolas II. reviewed a part of the French Army there ; 
in August, 1909, the Great Aviation Week was inaugurated there, in IJie 

presence of an immense crowd of spectators. 



Photngrapluil at 7,imft. from aeroplane, Aiigiitt S, 1916, at iO a. 




OiSie/a/i Wief ^.an/was 
by nitff^rrsneiftosikfiai4honf> 



The tourittvaiiet thnvgh thii regi 



rltt paigei throvgh thii region on retttraing tn Rhetau. ahortty befare fominjj M 
bridge jinder tfte t-ailvaj/. The sketch mnji rxjiininM thf photograph abone. 



Paaa under the RheimeLaon railwai/ by a very sharp dmihU turning. Plor- 
quln Wmrm, entirely destroyed, stood on the right a short distance, farther 00. 
The on|y remaining trace ia the torn ehapeleas carcass o£ a large 
iron shed. 

The railway embankment south o£ Pierquin Farm was fiercely disputed 
from September 18, 1914, onwards. Several enemy attacks against it broke 
down before the French To'a. During the offensive of May. 1918, the whole 
of this region was the scene of desperate fighting. La Neuvillett« was taken 
on May 30, and Pierquin Farm on the 31st. On Ai^juat 4, the French, 
after crossing the Aisne Canal, advanced to I^a Neuvillette, where the enemy 
made a desperate stand. At the beginning of October they advanced to the 
north of La Neuvilletbe, which the enemy was eventually compelled to 
abandon. The last inhabitants had left the locality on July 12, 1916. 

The tourist enters Hheims by the Rue de Neiifchdtel and the AveAlie 
de LaoH. 



On Teaching the Avenue de Laon, the tourist, instead oj entering Rheims, 
•may turn to Ike right and go northwards as far as the villi^e and cemetery of 
La Neuvillette. 

The cemetery of Ia Neuvillette ia on the right of the road, between the last 
houses of Rheims and the village. It was completely cut up by a network of 
first-line trenches {photos, p. 159), 

The village of La Neuvillette, now in ruins, was the scene of desperate 
fighting during the German offensive of M&y, 1918. 

Nothing remains of the 12th century church of John-the-Baptiat. 

The glass-works north-west of the village, by the side of the canal, aie 
now a heap of ruins (pkoto, p. 159). 

Return to Rheims by the same road. 
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{See eompkle Itinerarks, p. 121, and map oic p. 154.) 
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This lUrurary uiiU lead tk6 Urwriat through the region, of the Forts to the 
north-east of Rheims, which formed the rear of the German lineB during the 
Btabiliaation period of 1914-1918. 

It was this line of forte that, in the German hands, held the French in 
check after the first Battle of the Marne. Practically the whole of these 
works were but little damaged by the relatively light bombardments, and 
have retained traces of the German organisation. 

Leave Rheims by the Avenve de Loon (which begins at Les Pome",iadeg, 
opposite Mars Oate), and the Rae tU Neiifchdtel {second street on the right). 
Sortie No. IX, of the Michelin Tourist Chnde {see coloured plan, pp. 32-33). 



IPdRom in the contrary direction, (Ae route, described in the preceding Itinerary 
(p. 134 top. 169) as far (w the crossing in the Bermericourt-Botirgogne road, 
where stood Landau Farm, now entirely in ruins. At this crossing take 
G.C. 30on. Ikeright. German camouflaging ia still visible on the right-hand 
side of the road. 



Bou rcocn a— Fr«sn«s 

The viUage of Bourgogne, entirely in ruins, is soon reached. 

The village ia of very ancdent origin. Formerly it was protected by a 
belt of moate, now partly filled in, and by earthem ramparts, almost eveiy- 
where levelled. The lines of these moata, planted with, rows of elm-trees, 
are clearly distinguishable. There ia a very extensive view from this original 

A portion of the village was burnt by the Germans who, in 1916, destroyed 
the belfry of the church w ith dynamite. 

This church (dedicated to St. Peter awd St. Paul), with its fine Romanesque 
tower, was remarkable. 

The greater part of it dated from the 12th and 13th centuries. It is 
now in ruins ipkoio above). 

Cross straight through the viUoge. Numerous German signs are still to be 
seen. At the cross-roads fust outside the village, follow the railway, then cross 
it near the destroyed railway station of Fresnes. The village of Fresnes is 
reached shmtly afterwards. 

Tvm to the right at the first crossing met mth. The church stands about 
100 yards aaay, on the hfl. 

Norman in style, the Church of Fresnes comprises a central nave with 
aisles and a tower without transept. It dates back to the 12th century, but 
was several times eitensively altered and restored both in the 18th century 
and in recent times. 

A small porch of limestone added to the northern aisle, is reached by a 



ronnd Noiman bay of atone. In the comer of the porch, to the left on entering, 
is incrusted a fragment of a amaU funerary monument of the 16th centuiy. 

Thia church was almost entirely destroyed. 

After turning to the right at the crosnrig mentioned above, keep straight on. 

About 2 kilometres from Freanes the road from that village to Witry- 
lea-Reims croasea an old Roman causeway, at the side of which, alightlv to 
the south of ^ill 118, the Fort of Fresnes was built in 1878. Thia fort was 
blown up by the Gennans during their retreat in 1018. Its rains are 
impressive. In the moats of the fort are German trenches and shelters 
extending right up to the walls of the fort. 

The village of Witry-les-BeiTos is next reached. It sufEered severely from 
the nmneroua bombardments, which its situation near the firat lines rendered 
inevitable. 



Wltry-le«-Roiin» 

After CToaaing the railway (tc.) at the entrance to the village, keep slight 
on. The ruined church is mi the left, near the entrance to the viUage. 

Except for one tower, which dates from the 12th century, the church is 
modem. The spire was destroyed by the Germans. The lielfry, used by 
the enemy aa an observation -post, was struck by French shells. 

Like many of the villages around Rheims, Witry -lea -Reims is of Gallo- 
Roman origin. More than two hundred Gallic sepulchres and cinerary urns 
have beenl>rought to light. The objects thus discovered, including a large 
number of vaaes, now form the Bourin pre-historic coUectioiL 

After visiting the ehureh keep straight on. At the Mairie, of which only 
the front remains standing, (am to the right into tte Rue Bovclon-Fayreavx. 
Follow this street to the Pl^e Gambetla (about 200 yards distant), where turn to 
the left. The entrance to " Pommern Tunnel," which connected np the 
German rear and frwit lines (photo, p. 163), is in thia square. 

The German inscriptions in the tunnel have been taken down, and the 
entrance blocked up, on account of the roof and walla giving way. 



Leaviag the Place Gambetta. take (fte Ekeima-Eeihd road (N. 51) on the kft, 
then the first s^eet on- the right to the Fort ** WItry. 

Jiist outside the village the road crosses the old Roman causeway from 
RheiTos to Treves, and a little further (m. passes to the Uft of the fork of Vlltry. 

The Fori orwiiry suffered but little from the bom bard mentB. 

The road climbs the wirthera slopes of the Berru Hill, acroaa numerous 
Gennan trenches. At the bottom of a short run-down, opposite the rillage of 
Berru, is a crossing of four u>aj/s. The road leading to the fort is the one straight 

On the right, among thi numerous detencee, is a German cemetery con- 
taining a monument to the dead, ornamented with somewhat rudimentary 
carving and bearing an epitaph dedicated to the memory of the German 
soldiers who fell in the battles around Bbeims. 

The road continties up the slopes of Berru Hill, to the right of the way leading 
to the auxiliary battery of the fort of VIcia d* Barm. The top of (Ae hiU is 
soon reached, on which the fort, known as the " Vigie de Berru," stands. 
This fort was little bombarded, and ia practically intact. 

Barm Hill, on account of its height, its aulpburous and ferruginous 
waters, flint quarries, and fertile soil, was inhabited in pre.hiatoric timea. 
At the summit, a campignien workshop, and farther douTi, above the springe 
which supply the village with water, a neolithic station have been diacovered. 
Thousands of knives, arrow-heads, scrapers, saws, and other primitive tools 
have been unearthed. In the Gallo-Roman times the village must have been 
fairly important, judging by the vestiges of the ancient buildings diacovered 
at ths foot of the hill. It was near Berru that the Gaulish helmet, now in the 
National Museum of St. Germain, was found. Towards the end of the 16th 
century (about 1575), during the licaguers' struggles around Rhcims, the 
villi^e waa fortified, to protect it from pillaging by the soldiers. The moats 
and glacis which sitrrounded it are still visible to the south, where, covered 
with trees, they adjoin the gardens. Subterranean places of refuge, the 
entrance to which is no longer known, formerly existed underneath the village. 

From the fort, the road winds doum the oppc'ite slopes of the hiU. At 
the bottom of the latter, leave on the right the road to the Fort of Hosant 
'■ " " ■ on the high ground to the right. 



NoKent rAbOMa-B«lno-B«rru 
{See Itinerary, p. 160, and summary of the Military Operaticms, p 154.) 

The village of Hog^nt ■■AbnoMB w next reached, at the entrance to vAi^ 
the road divides into three branches. Talce the middle one (0.0. 64), which leads 
to the ruined villaze of Balno. During the run-flown, to the village, there is a 
fine view of the Champagne Hills in front (Mont Comillet and Mont Haut). 

Tte village of Balne was one of the oldest demesnes belonging to the 
Abbey of St. Remi-de-ReimB. It was made into a commune at the end of 
tJie 12tb century. 

The church of St. l^aurent, situated in the centre of the village, was an 
excellent specimen of the transition style ot the 12th century {photo below). 

A road leading to Sillery leaves Seine in a south-westerly direction, bjit owing 
to its bad condition it is im^poasible to use it for returning to Bheims. The 



treachee and shell holes have barely been filled in, and the temporary bridgea 
over the wider trenches would probably break down under a fairly heavy 
car. On the other hand, the huge craters made by the Germans in the course 
of their retreat, have only been summarily repaired and are not practicable 
for motor-cars. Tourists should theTefore Tetumto NogeniFAbbesse by the road 
they came by. 

Enter the village 'by ike maim, street, whick follow as far as the church, whose 
belf^ haa been destroyed. 

After the ehvreh, take the first street on the right, then the second road on the 
left {0.0. 64), which leads to B«rru. In front of the milage, turn to the left and 
crosa straight throagh. The I2th century Church of St. Martin, which Bufiered 
only slightly from the bombardment«, is m the middle of the village, <m the 
left {photo mtme). 

On leaving Berru, the tourist comes again to Ike crossing mentioned on p. 163. 
Turn to the right and retum to Witry-les-Reims by the road previouslt/ followed. 

At Witry-les-Reims, take N. 51 on the left, passing by the ruined works of 
Linguet (photo below). 

Bheims is reached by the Faubourg Ceres. Keep straight on to the Place 
Boyale, via the Sue du Faubourg Oris and the Roe Ciris. 



SECOND DAY 

AFTERNOON 



LA rOMPZLLB FORT— SILLER Y 

{See complete Itinerary, p. 121.) 




The first part ia devoted to mMting the battlefifld sotttk-east of Bheims, which 
was the scene of much desperate fighting throughout the war, but especially 
in 1918. This region formed the pivot of the French right wing, and remained 
firm despite the repeated powerful attacks of the enemy. 

The second part of the Itinerary kaves the battlefield proper, and eondvets the 
tourist across the most reputed vine-growing centres of Champagne ( Veraenay, 
Mailly-Champagne and Ludes), through lovely, picturesque country, which, 
although it has somewhat suffered from the bombardments, has nevertheless 
retain^ its per- war aspect. 

Leave Rheims by the Avenue de Chalons, ctmtinued by N. 44 (see Ike plan 
of Rheiins betu-een pp. 32 aiid 33, F. 6 and I!. 7). 

The Avenue de Chalons was well within the first-line defences. 

1 aloi^ the footpatbs on either side of 



As soon as the last houses of Ike fown have been left bekitid, the tourist finds 
himself ia the midst of the battlefield. 

The sector, known as " La Butta-do-TIr," situated on. the left, below 
Cemay and beyond the railway, was the scene of furious fighting throughout 
the German occupation of 1914 to 1918 {photo belme). 



Liitiniag-poii f ji front of Ceraay oillage. 



couMUHicATraa trench at jonrssAHCE farm {1916) 

The Toad crosses the Chdlons Railtvay (i.e.), arid goes (kence direct to the 
Fort of La PompellOi passing throiuh. an inextricable network of trenches 
and barbed wire entanglements. The country hereabouts was completely 
ravaged by the terrific bombardments, and recalls the devastated regions 
around Verdun, near Vaux and Douaumont (see (Ae Michelin lUustraled Guide : 
Verdun, aTid the Battles for its Possession). 

La Joulasane* Farm is next passed. Nothing remains either of it or 
of the road, which started from this point towards Cemai/, on tht left. 



r (13 IS) 

The Port of La Pompeile, which is next reached, ia now a mere heap of 

ruins. The road which led to the fort no longer exists. To visit the ruins 
of the fort, tourists ivill have to follow on foot the narrow-gauge railmay which 
starts from the road (photo above). 

Tradition has it that St. Timothy came from Asia to oonvert Rheima, 
sufiered martyrdom, together with St. ApoUinaria and several companions, 
on the hill known as La Pompelle, so-called perhaps from the procession 
{pompa or pompella) which, in the Middle Ages, used to visit the place of 
martyrdom of ttie saints. 

This hill, which rises close lo the crossing of the Rheima-St.-Hilaire-le- 
Grand and Rheims-Chalons Roads, was fortiiied after 1870, to flank the position 
of Berru on the south. 

The road from Rheims to Saint-Hilaire-le-Grand (G.C. 7), which used to 
start from the " Alger Inn," at the cross-roads mentioned above, no longer 
esists. Like the inn, it was obliterated by the shelling. A huge crater now 
occupies the site of the Alger Inn (photo lielow). 



Confinne along N. 44, . Abtmi 1 kilometre from thefort, at a hendin the road, 
Uie shattered remnants of tr«es of an avenue are visible on the left. Under 
the first fir-tree of thia avenue, about 20 yards from the national road, ia an 
anuoured machiu«-gun shelter, almoat intact. 

Crota the railway {I.e.) near the entirely destroyed station of PeHl-Sillery. 
After passing a ruined ch&teau on the left, erons the bridge over the Vesle. At 
the fork beyond the bridge, leave N. 44 and take Q.C. % on, the right to wii«ry. 

This village, renowned for its dry wine, is pleasantly situated on the banks 
m the Vesle. Throughout the war, it was qtiite close to the trenches and was 
frequently bombarded. In May, 1916, only some fifty of its inhabitants 
remained in the villf^e, which subsequently suffered very severely, especially 
in 1918. 

Take a tnm in the village, then follow N. 44 toieards Ckdlons (see Itiwrary, 



The region of Wllery-Pomp*!!* was the scene of much fierce fighting 
thioughout the war. After the capture of La Pompalla and the''*l*m'lnn'* 
by the Fi-ench 10th Corps on the night of September 17-18, 1914, the 
Germans increased the number of their attaclis, with a view to regaining these 
important positions. 

One of these attacks (that of December 30, 1914) was preceded by the 
explosion of a mine at the " Alger Inn," which made a hole 130 feet in diameter 
by 55 feet deep (see photo, p. L99). After a hand-to-hand fight, the French 
drove baek the enemy and remained masters of the crater. 

In 1918, during their offensives against Rheims, the Germans attacked 
several times in this region. On June 1, between Pommory Park (in the 
south-eastern outakirta of Bheima) and the north-east of Sillery, they attacked 
with eight or nine battalions and fifteen tanks. The garrison of Fort Pompelle, 
momentarily encircled, held out until a furious counter-attack by the French 
Colonial Infantry relieved it and drove back the assailants. The Germwi 
tanks were either captured or destroyed. On the 18th, after an hour's intense 
bombardment, the Germans made a fresh attack and secured a footing in 
the Northern Cemetery of Rheims and in the north-eastern outskirts of 
Sillery, but French counter-attacks drove them out almost immediately. 
From July 15 to 17 their attacks on Sillery were likewise repulsed. 

Coniimte. along JT. 44 to thr. destroyed Espf ranee Farm (ahoiU 2 kilometre 
distant), then turn to the right. Kumerous military works were made by the 
Fraich in the embankments of the AiMie-Marne canal along the left side of 
the road. 

The road. rises towards the "Mountain of Jiheima" A white tower, 
dominating the whole plain, is seen on the left (photo helow). 

Vonvnay is next reached by the Rue de SiUery. 



It was at Vanonay that, on the evening of September ,t, 1914. the 
Germaa aeroplane, which had dropped bombs on Rheima the same morning, 
was brought down. It has suffered relatively little from the bombardments. 

To vieil the churek, which contains the tomb of Saint-Basle {chnpel on the 
riffAt), take the Sue Gawbetta, then the Bue Thiers. 

After vigittTtg the church, reliirn to the Bue Thiers, at the end of mhich la the 
Bve de MaiUy (O.C. 26). 

Take the latter, which, on leaving Verzena.}/, rises fairly stiffly. 

At the top of the hill, on the right, begins Oie road leading to V«raen«y Mill, 
which crowns Hill 227 (see Itinerary, p. 166, and photo ^>ove]. 

This mill, whence there is a fine panorama of the plain as far as the hills 
of Berru and Moronvilliers, was a military observation-post of the first order 
during the siege warfare. 

/( belmiga to the champagne-wine firm of Heidsick Honopole, lehich allows 
Uniritla to visit it, as also their vineyards in the surrounding country. 

The road dips down to Alailly-Champagne, at the entrance to which village 
turn to the right into the Bue Oamietla, Uien to the left into the Site dt Ludes 
(6.C. 26). The road, cut ont of the hillside, is very picturesque as far as Ludes. 
In the forest, on the left of the road, are numerous " cendHeres," or quarries, 
from which volcanic sulphurous cinders, used for improving the vines, are 
wtraeted. Heaps of these valuable cinders (grey, white and black) are 
fi'equently encountered at the side of the road. 

LiMias is next reached by the Avemte de la Gare. 

The region just passed through, including the vill^es of ^'cl'^enay, 
Mailly-Champagne and Ludes. as well as Verzy {to the east), and Rilly-la- 
Montegne and Villers-ADerand [to the tcest), are the wine-growing centres of 
the " Mountain of Rheims " properly so-called, the black grapes from which 
produce the best branis of Champagne, The villages are picturesquely 
situated at the edge of the forests which crown the hills, while the vineyards 
which cover the slopes of the latter descend to the chalky plain. These 
vineyards, divided into tiny plots, the ground of which before the ravages of 
the phylloxera cost as much as 93,000 francs per hectare (about 2^ acres), 
constitute the principal wealth of the eountr3-. Here and there they have 
suffered from the war, but this has not prevented the vine-dressers from 
cultivating them (often with the help of the soldiers) or from gathering the 
grapes, under the continual menace of the German guns. 



At Lu(ta«t in the Avenve. de la Gare, iura to the right into the Rue de Cormon- 
trciiil, and again to ihe right, into the Rue de Puisieulx (G.C. 33), 

At the eroaaing, 1 kilotneire beyrnid Ludes, go straight on. After passing 
on the right an avenue bordered with trees leading to the OhAtaau of Romont, 
PuIbIbuIx is readied. 

At the first crossing, on entering Ike village, keep straight on, then turn to the 
right as far as the ruined church, with its »nirioua loop-holed chevet. Leave 
the church on the right an^, al the end of the village, tnm to theleft. There area 
few graves on the right of Ike road. After skirling a large estate, the trees of 
which were destroyed by shell-fire, the tourist reaches Siiisry. 



174 

Turn la the kft into G.C. 8, at the entrance to the pillage. On the right are 
vestiges of a smal! wood, known as " Zouaves Wood," which was the scene of 
many sanguinary tighl« after its capture by the French in 1914. 

The tourist next reaches Tai**y, whose roined church is on the rigJU, hy the 
eide of the Veals {photo, p. 173). 

This interesting church is largely Romanesque in style (tower, cheret and 
nave). The tabernacle, with altar-piece of carved wood, is Louis XIII. A 
fine wrought-iron railing encloses the sinctuary (photo below). The small, 
sonorous bell of the belfry is, strange to say, iSth or 14th century. 

Pass straight through Taissy, then follow the trant-Unes. Oormontr«uil is 
entered by the Rue Victor-Hugo. 

From Cormontreidl, the tourist may return to Bheims either hy turning to 
the right in the village, beyond the tram station {in this (Mae he will enter Rheims 
by the Sue de Cormontreuil which leads to the Place Dieu-Lumiere) or by eon- 
tinning straight ahead. In the lallsr ease he urili cross the FaiAourg Fleeh^Aaull 
by the Rue Ledru-RolUn. At the end of the latter, turn to the right into the Rue 
FUckambiult which, after crossing the Veale and the cunal, bada to (Ae Church of 
St. Remi. 
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